
 

 

First Presbyterian Church 
2300 S. West Ave. 

Sioux Falls, SD  57105 

605.336.2886   

www.fpcsiouxfalls.org   ▪   facebook.com/fpcsiouxfalls 

the Visible Face of Christ in Sioux Falls & Beyond 

December 31, 2017   

10:30am   Worship Service 

     Followed by Coffee Fellowship in the chapel               
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WORSHIP SERVICE 

10:30am                                   Bold: Congregation                                   *Denotes please stand if you 

 Please complete the “Connection” insert and place in the offering plate.  

Welcome                                                                                                                     Rev. Nathan Esser 

*Call to Worship                                                                                                                                                               
                    All God's people - boys and girls, men and women: 

                         Come and worship! 

                    Shepherds, wise ones, saints, and angels: 

                          Come and worship! Come and worship! 
                    All who need the Savior, all who long for comfort: 

                          Come and worship! Come and worship Christ, the newborn King! 

*Christmas Carol       #143  “Angels from the Realms of Glory”                              

The Story Behind “Angels from the Realms of Glory”                                          

Prayer of Awareness                                                                                     
 

                                                                               Rev. Pat Hammond 

It has been seven days since we lit candles in the darkness of this 

sanctuary…just one week…since we proclaimed, “O Come all 

ye Faithful.” Already the excitement has dwindled; the 

fascination with Christmas is quickly fading. Forgive us, Joyous 

Love. Come among us, filling our hearts with your grace and 

truth. Open our lips, so we might sing with the angels. Send us 

forth with the shepherds, to tell everyone we meet of the good 

news of the birth of the One who brings us life, through the 

grace and love of God. 

[a time of silent prayer] 

Assurance of Grace Remember the message of the angels: “Be not afraid for behold I 

bring you good news of great joy for all the people!” 

     “For to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who     

      is the Messiah, the Lord.” Thanks be to God! 

*Sung Response         #134  “Joy To The Wor ld”    (verse 1) 

Sharing of Joys and Concerns 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 

Christmas According to the Gospel of Matthew       Matthew 1:18-25                      Greg LaFollette 

The Story Behind "Good Christian Friends, Rejoice"                                         

Christmas Carol:      #132  " Good Christian Fr iends, Rejoice"  (verse 1) 
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Christmas According to the Gospel of Luke    Luke 2:1-7                                   

Time With Children                                                                                                     Kathie Douma 

*Christmas Carol:    #115   “Away in a Manger”                                                            

Scripture Reading              Luke 2:8-14                                                                  

The Story Behind "It Came Upon The Midnight Clear"                                     

Christmas Carol:       #123  " It Came Upon The Midnight Clear” (verse 4) 

Scripture Reading           Luke 2:15-20                                                                   

The Story Behind "Go Tell It on the Mountain"                                            

Christmas Carol:    #136  " Go Tell It on the Mountain"  (verse 3) 

The Magi Visit                  Matthew 2:1-12                                                             

The Story Behind "We Three Kings of Orient Are"                                                                

Christmas Carol:    #151  " We Three Kings of Orient Are"  (verse 1) 

Call for the Offering 

Offertory 

Prayer of Dedication                                                                                                                                                         
                                       Holy God, bless these gifts given with love. May they be used to spread  

                                        your love across the entire world.  Amen 

Christmas Carol:      #136 " Go Tell It on the Mountain"  (refrain) 

Invitation and Benediction                                                                                                                                       

                                           When the song of the angels is stilled, 

                                           When the star in the sky is gone, 

                                           When the kings and princes are home, 

                                           When the shepherds are back with their flock, 

                                            The work of Christmas begins: 

 

                                            To find the lost, 

                                            To heal the broken, 

                                            To feed the hungry, 

                                            To release the prisoner, 

                                            To rebuild the nations, 

                                            To bring peace among sisters and brothers, 

                                            To make music in the heart. 
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Adult Classes for Sunday Mornings                                                  9:40am – 10:40am in the Lounge  
 

Jan 7 & 14      Leadership in a Changing Context                  Rev. Pat Hammond, First Presbyterian      

Society and culture have changed over the last several hundred years and especially the last 

40 years.  With rapidly expanding globalization, consumerism, secularism and pluralism, our 

world is experiencing massive change.  Where does this leave the church?  On January 7,  we 

will walk through history beginning in the 13
th

 century as we try to understand why the church 

is finding itself in the place that it is currently.  On January 14, we will look at concrete steps 

forward for the church as we find our way in a post-Christian culture.  This will involve following 

the Spirit into our neighborhoods, re-engaging with the mission of God, and re-imagining the 

whole enterprise of church.  Come explore how God is re-founding the church for our time.   
 

Jan 21 thru Feb 11      What Does the Bible Say About Suffering?  Dr. Brian Gregg, University of 

Sioux Falls, Associate Professor of Biblical Studies  

The quest for an answer to the problem of suffering is universal. People often treat Scripture like a 

manual, looking for a single clear response that explains the presence of evil and suffering. USF 

professor,  Dr. Brian Gregg, thinks we should take a different approach. The Bible does not have 

one, but many responses to suffering. To pick out one theme is to hear the sopranos but miss the 

choir. We need to listen to the whole biblical narrative to appreciate its multifaceted handling of the 

problem. This class will explore twelve themes related to the issue of human suffering, and reflect 

on what we can learn from the diversity of the biblical witness.  Books available for $14.  Please 

contact a member of the Adult Ed. Team. 

SERVING TODAY 

Audio/Media Ministry  Jeff Little 

Greeter Ministry  Lois Merritt,  Shirley Olson 

Arlin Rops 

Coffee Fellowship                                        Dave & Mary Tidwell, Althea Hofer , Jer ry & Lynne Acheson  

Usher Ministry 
 

Brad Thorson, Bev Blue 

Terry Keill, Ed Kraayenhof 

Driving Ministry Terry & Linda Nielsen, Earl & Kathy Kemp  

ADULT EDUCATION 
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The High School Winter 
 Retreat is  

January 26 & 27.   
 

Visit presbyouth.com  
for more details. 

 

High Schoolers  

(and current 8
th 

graders):  
 

Are you going to Gatlinburg, TN this  
summer?  If so, stop by Jada’s office to 
grab a registration 
form and some info 
today!  They are in 
the basket on the 
door for your con-

venience. 

 

 
 

The Youth Program will be kicking  
off the spring semester by serving 
supper at the Banquet West.  We  
will be meeting there at 5pm on 
Wednesday, January 10th. If you  

are interested in helping us, 
 contact Jada via email. 

FPC Youth Mission Team Initial Public Offering (IPO)  

Releasing January 7th, 2018 
 

This is an IPO of stock shares that will fund the mission trip to Gatlinburg,  
Tennessee in the summer of 2018. 

 

Shares can be bought at $25 per share. Shareholders are invited to a dinner  
after the mission trip to listen to mission team members share the experiences 
of the trip. In addition to the Shareholders Dinner, those who purchase four or 

more shares will receive a DVD of footage from the trip! 

More Information to Follow. 

 

Walking with Abraham and Sarah 
 (and FPC friends) 

 

Join Pastor Pat and Congregational Care 

Coordinator Jana Elkins for a walk and talk 

every Wednesday in January (January 3, 10, 

17, 24, 31) from 11am to 12pm in the  

Western Mall. We will start with a brief  

devotional and group discussion focusing on 

Abraham and Sarah and then walk and talk 

amongst our other brothers and sisters in 

Christ! No sign-up needed. Just come as you 

are and stay as long as you like. We will meet 

inside the mall in front of the movie theatre. 

We hope to see you there! 



 

 

CALENDAR 

SUNDAY,  December 31                    NEW YEAR’S EVE 

10:30am 
Combined Worship Service  

followed by Coffee Fellowship 

Sanctuary, 

 Chapel 

12:30pm Korean Presbyterian Fellowship Room 214,   

2:00pm The Way Room 214 

MONDAY,  January 1, 2018              NEW YEAR’S DAY 

 Church is Closed for New Year’s Day 

11:00am Korean New Year Service                     Room 101, 104 

TUESDAY,  January 2 

4:45pm Kindermusik Room 113 

7:00pm Pickleball Covenant Center 

WEDNESDAY, January 3 

7:30am  Collision Room 101 

9:30am  Kindermusik Room 113 

4:00pm Dow Rummel Communion Service Dow Rummel 

6:30pm Praise Band Rehearsal Sanctuary 

7:30pm Sanctuary Choir Room 214 

SATURDAY, January 6 

12:00pm The Way Fellowship Room 214 

SUNDAY, January 7 

8:30am Traditional Communion Worship   

Service with Coffee Fellowship 

following 

Sanctuary 

Chapel 

 Youth Mission Trip IPO Release Date  

9:40am 1st Steps 3 & 4 Yr Olds Room 115 

9:40am 1st Steps 5 Yrs-Kindergarten Room 112 

9:40am Creator’s Kids Room 106-
111 

9:40am Middle School Sunday School Room 202 

9:40am High School Sunday School Room 201 

9:40am Confirmation Class Room 205 

9:40am Adult Education Hour Lounge 

11:00am Contemporary Communion Worship 

Service  

Sanctuary 

12:30pm Korean Presbyterian Fellowship Room 214,  
etc 

2:00pm The Way Room 214 
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THURSDAY, January 4 

9:15am Kingdom Kids Room 233 

4:00pm Kindermusik Room 113 

4:00pm Connection Recovery Support Grp. Room 205 

5:50pm Fellowship Team Lounge 

6:00pm Congregational Care & Wellness Room 206 

6:00pm Boys Basketball Covenant Center 

7:00pm Deacon’s Meeting Lounge 

FRIDAY, January 5 

8:30am Covenant Blessings Group Covenant Center 

9:30am Edison/Lincoln Moms in Prayer Room 206 

12:30pm Church Closes  

6:00pm Staff Christmas Party  Off-Site 

 

 

 
 

You can be a part of the up-coming trip to 
Honduras by buying things to send along 
with the travelers! Check out the board in 
the narthex for helpful suggestions. Please 
have your donations back to church no  
later than January 14, 2018. Please put 
donations in the blue tub in the coatroom. 
Thank you for supporting this mission 
project! 
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Sunday School resumes  

on Sunday, January 7 

and our WNL! meal and 

activities resume on 

Wednesday, January 10th.  

Please make note in your 

calendars. 

  

           NEW WEBSITE!       https://www.fpcsiouxfalls.org  
     

Our new website is up and we encourage you to check it out and become familiar 

with it - we’re sure you’re going to love it!   Our Sunday morning services will 

now be available again through the website.  If you have any issues in using it, 

please contact Sharon, in the front office. 

The next Habitat 

 for  Humanity 

   Work Day is  

     Saturday,  

 January 13th. 

Watch for details. 

 

Joy Offering 
 

Please use the envelope in the pew rack 

to make your gift to the Christmas Joy  

Offering today.  This offering is  

divided between Ethnic Education and 

Assistance to Church Workers who may 

be in a financial crisis.   



 

 

NOTES OF INTEREST  

 No WNL rest of December 

1/10/2018 BBQ’s, Tater Tots, Cake 

1/17/2018 Hot Dog Bar, Corn Bread, Fruit 

1/24/2018 
Tacos, Chips & Salsa,  
Ice Cream Bars 
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December Children’s Offering 
 

The goats are calling one another as the 

herd grows larger. We currently have a 

herd of 5 goats that want to make new 

friends.  Your gifts to the children's 

 offering this month will provide goats

(and milk) to children around the world.   

               

              Can you help? 
 

David Penn, a former member of the church, 
is working on a PhD in theological studies at  
Boston University.  For his dissertation, David 
is researching the importance of church  
congregations for youth development.  David 
has asked for the congregation, as many as 
are willing and interested, including youth 
aged 14-18 (high school age) to fill out an 
online questionnaire that he has developed.  
If you go to this website, you will be 
directed to the online questionnaire: 
https://bostonu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/
SV_djbFfr3cdl2sKwZ.   
 

Please fill out the questionnaire.  It is entirely 
anonymous.  The only personal questions are 
about age (over 18 or not) and the name of 
the state of the church.  A print version will 
also be made available.  Thank you for your  
consideration. 

 

Drone pilots wanted 

 

Want to learn how to race drones? 
Want to develop a hobby with your 

friends and family?  
 Want to know more? 

 
Sign up on Jada’s door or go to  
presbyouth.com and click on the 

“Forms & Sign-ups” tab to  
sign up online. 

 

                    Shirley Olson    

                       wishes to thank          

                       you all for your      

      kind support and caring     

      thoughts while she was  

       recently hospitalized.   

https://bostonu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_djbFfr3cdl2sKwZ
https://bostonu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_djbFfr3cdl2sKwZ
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Honduran Prayer Connection 

 

 

To read the December/January issue of 
the 

 "New Song" 

 newsletter from the Presbytery,  go to: 

http://www.presbyteryofsd.org/newsong/ 

     
 
 

PRESBYTERIAN  READERS  Book 

Club meets the second Thursday of the 
month at 7pm in the  Memorial  Room. 

January’s  selection is “Major Pettigrew’s 
Last Stand” by Helen Simonson. Everyone 

is welcome! The next review will be on 
  January 11. 

This New Year’s Eve, let us focus on the Carranza Labora family.  Four years ago, we met 
and worked alongside Mirna, her mother Margarita and children Mariela and Darguin.  At 
the time, ten year old Darguin was affectionately known as “Jefe” (Boss).  The family has 
thrived in their new home which was completed in early 2015.  Mirna is now remarried, 
and she and her husband Rufio welcomed son: Elmin Anel (20mo).  Jefe is 14. Mariela 
(16) welcomed baby Jenesis Alejandra (5mo).  We remember them with great affection 
and pray all are well.   

Join us  
today  

for coffee  
fellowship in 
the Chapel, 
following the 

worship  
service. 

 
 

Sympathy  

and God’s Peace to …. 

the family and friends  

of Nellie Reeves 

  Nellie passed away Wednesday, 

  December 27, 2017. The funeral    

        service will be Saturday,  

      January 6th at 10am at FPC. 
 

 

Please remember her loved ones in prayer 

when you see the white rose on the  

communion table. 



 

 

Pray for healing and regaining of strength for those in hospitals, care facilities, rehab or  
recovering at home.  Pray for those who face challenges of dealing with mental health issues. 
 

 

Prayers for Jarrod and Brenna Vink’s new baby daughter, Avery Jo, who was born 11 weeks early on 
December 12.  She weighed 3lbs 11oz.  Avery Jo continues to get stronger as she remains in NICU.  Prayers for 
the entire family.  Their address is:   28820 477th Ave   Canton, SD 57013 
 

Please keep Sheryl and the Papke family in your thoughts and prayers.  Sheryl's mother, Anna Marie 
Main, passed away on Wednesday, Dec 20th.   
 

Paul and Claire Gillaspey ask for prayers for the family of Cade Stensland.  He was killed in the tour 
bus accident on I-90 by Rapid City.  He was 31 and has 3 children under 4 years old.   Cade was a distant cousin 
of Claire Gillaspey. 
 

Dee Waggoner asks for prayers for one of her dearest and oldest friends, Dave Jensen and his wife, 
Colleen, who is at Mayo Clinic to diagnose and treat the cause of internal bleeding.  Thankfulness for God’s 
healing and wisdom. 
 

George and Judy Regan are asking for prayers for their daughter, Carol Christensen, for healing  
following surgery a couple of weeks ago.  She is doing well. 
 

Please keep Bill and Donna Meinen in your prayers.  Donna’s father, John Julius, passed away on 
December 5 in George, IA.   
 

Prayers are needed for Pat Boelman’s great-niece, Eliana, who is at Mayo Clinic. She is now in the rehab 
program and has begun physical therapy.   Her address is on her Caring Bridge site: https://
www.caringbridge.org/visit/eliana07 
 

Linda Kelly asks for continued prayers for her brother, David, and his family. 
 

 

Please pray for the people displaced by the California fires and for the firefighters and emergency 
personnel on the fire lines. 
 

Prayers for all people who struggle during the holiday season. 
 
 

Please continue to keep these people in your prayers:  
 

       Ann Platt, as she receives treatments for lymphoma.  Ann will continue to heal at home but due to her     
      high risk of infection, she asks for no visitors at this time.  Cards, phone calls (338-0866), and emails are all     
      highly appreciated!      Her address is:  Trailridge Retirement #B306, 3408 W. Ralph Rogers Road, Sioux  
      Falls, SD 57108. 
       

      Teri Dickmeyer, as Teri undergoes experimental drug chemotherapy.  
      Her address is: 1512 Doodler Dr., Sioux Falls, SD 57103 
       

       Ruth Graber, as she continues to battle cancer.  https://www.caringbridge.org/visit/ruthgraber    
 

      Bev Blue, as she waits to have another scan.  Her new address is:  1649 N. Cactus Drive, Sioux Falls, SD   
      57110           

      Katé Mickey, as she struggles with health issues. 
 

      Brad Papke, for his continued recovery.           
        

      Don and Ann Platt’s son, Jim, and his wife, Anita,  for  
      continued drug therapy success. Their address      
      on their CaringBridge site: CaringBridge.org/visit/JamesPlatt 
       

      Leah Swanson has returned to Sioux Falls and  
      is in Sanford Hospital. 
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PRAYER REQUESTS 

https://www.caringbridge.org/visit/ruthgraber


 

 

 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH VISION STATEMENT 

First Presbyterian Church shares a vision to be present in the Sioux Falls area as the visible face of Christ. In this vision, the 

words of our mission statement take on clear direction and added dimension. We connect, serve, and grow with God and others 

within our congregation so that we may in turn connect, serve, and grow with God and others beyond ourselves, knowing that 

even as we strive to bear the face of Christ in our relationships with our neighbors, we will find the face of Christ in the very 

neighbors whom we serve. 

 As we equip ourselves to engage with people beyond our congregation, our church family will: 

† experience unconditional love; 

† celebrate God’s grace; 

† grow in God's Word; 

† mature in faith; 

† cultivate spiritual gifts; 

† affirm each other’s successes; 

† support each other in difficult times; and 

† experience the transforming power of the Christian faith. 

 

 To enable us to accomplish our shared mission, all of our members are called to engage individually and corporately in the  

ministry of our church as they: 

† participate regularly in worship services; 

† pray for the church and for God's world; 

† give faithful and regular financial support to First Presbyterian Church; 

†        participate in ministries inside First Presbyterian Church that encourage sustained connection and growth; and  

†         serve regularly in ministries outside our church family. 
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YOUTH MISSION TRIP INFORMATION 

 The Church Office 

 



 

 

Thank you for worshiping with us.  Have a blessed week! 

Please feel free to contact our staff by emailing or calling the church office at 605-336-2886. 

PASTORAL STAFF  

Rev. Nathan Esser  (Senior Pastor) nathanesser@fpcsiouxfalls.org 

Rev. Pat Hammond (Congregational Care) pathammond@fpcsiouxfalls.org 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY  

Kathie Douma (Director of Children’s Ministry) kathiedouma@fpcsiouxfalls.org 

YOUTH MINISTRY AND YOUNG ADULTS  

Jada Dobesh (Director of Y outh & Y oung Adult Ministries) jadadobesh@fpcsiouxfalls.org 

Micah Kittelson (Y oung Adults & Campus Outreach Coordinator) micahkittelson@fpcsiouxfalls.org 

MINISTRY OF MUSIC  

Dan Graber (Director of Traditional Music) dangraber@fpcsiouxfalls.org 

Ben Cochran (Contemporary Music Director) bencochran@fpcsiouxfalls.org 

CARING MINISTRY  

Jana Elkins (Congregational Care Coordinator) janaelkins@fpcsiouxfalls.org 

FREQUENTLY REQUESTED CONTACT INFORMATION  

Church Office 605-336-2886 

Business Manager  roxiehuber@fpcsiouxfalls.org 

Session Email session@fpcsiouxfalls.org 

Deacons Email deacons@fpcsiouxfalls.org 

Church Staff info@fpcsiouxfalls.org 

Messenger messenger@fpcsiouxfalls.org 

Prayers & Squares Linda Hart 351-6824  

To share a prayer request prayers@fpcsiouxfalls.org 

To contact a specific staff member, Deacon or Elder, visit www.fpcsiouxfalls.org/about-us/leadership 

Simply click “contact” by the name of the person you wish to contact and an email will be sent directly to that individual. 


