
 

 

Prelude                                                                                                   Collin Waltner, banjo  

*Call to Worship          

                                 In the darkest valley, 

                                      at the banquet table; 

                                 in the hard work of life, 

                                      at the moments of ease; 

                                 in our day-to-day reality, 

                                      at times set aside– 

                                 like this time, now– 

                                      for worship, for listening, for paying attention; 

                                     with every step we take: 

                                      goodness and mercy follow us; 

                                 our cups overflow. 

*Opening Hymn        #838 “Standing on the Promises”                                                  PROMISES             

*Prayer of Confession                                                                               
 

      Leader: "The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want." With these words I am saying that     
       God provides me with everything I need, but do I really believe that? 
           Silent Confession 
      Leader: "He makes me lie down in green pastures; he leads me beside still waters; he  
      restores my soul." If God is restoring my soul, why do I feel so tired, so exhausted, so             
      "run thin," so overwhelmed? 
           Silent Confession 
       Leader: "He leads me in right paths for his name's sake." Am I really living my life on the              
       right path in every aspect of my life? Would I be comfortable and even proud to have     
       God along with me everywhere I go? 
           Silent Confession 

9:30am                   Bold: Congregation                        *Denotes please stand if you are able. 
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Sermon                                  Surely Goodness and Mercy                                      Rev. Nathan Esser 
 

Offering                                                                                                                  
 

Offertory                                                                                                                          Bluegrass Band 

             

Celebration of Communion 
 

Invitation to the Table 
 

Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

Words of Institution 
 

Sharing the Bread and Cup 

       Leader: "Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil; for you are with           
       me; your rod and your staff -- they comfort me." Then why am I always looking else        
       where for comfort and protection? Why do I have so many fears? 
           Silent Confession 
       Leader: "You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my     
       head with oil; my cup overflows." I wonder what my life would look like if I really did trust      
       God. I wonder how I would view others, including enemies, if I really believed God to be      
       beside me. 
           Silent Confession 
       Leader: "Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall     
       dwell in the house of the LORD my whole life long." Am I confident that God goes with       
       me? Am I confident that I will live with God forever? 
           Silent Confession 

Assurance of the Promise of Forgiveness       

Response to Forgiveness                                       Collin Waltner, banjo; Benjamin Harder, guitar 
                                                                               Jason Douma, bass; Dan Graber, Nick Schrag, vocals 

Passing of the Peace of Christ 

Music                                                                                                                    Bluegrass Band  

Scripture Reading             Psalm 23                                                                Meredith DeCou  

Time with Children                                                                                              Kathie Doum a 



 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Closing Hymn                #649  “Amazing Grace”                                                       AMAZING GRACE 

Benediction 

Postlude                                                                                                                 Collin Waltner, banjo 

SERVING TODAY  

Audio/Media Ministry Jeff Little, Matt Cook, Dave Waggoner 

Greeter Ministry Josh & Barbara Amundson-Reiter, Joshua, Johnathon, Noah, Matthew 
Con Schliinz 

Usher Ministry Dave Queal, Terry Nielsen 
Melissa & Drew Nielsen 

Coffee Fellowship PW Summer Mission Coffee Fellowship 

Driving Ministry Arlin Rops, Bobbi Lower, Earl & Kathy Kemp 

                                     

                                           Presbyterian Women’s Summer Mission Coffee 
 

Our annual Summer Mission Coffee will be held this morning in the Chapel after the worship  

service.  Everyone is welcome. This year’s mission offering will be going to two organizations in 

South Dakota that are working to help women who are survivors of human trafficking.   

CALL TO FREEDOM and THE PATHFINDERS CENTER both work to give victims of  

human trafficking a better life by helping them recover their emotional, mental, and physical 

health. Check out the PW bulletin board in the entry, or check out their websites for more  

information.   

We hope you enjoy “Bluegrass Sunday” today! 
 

The special music is presented by Dan Graber and Jason Douma, along with Collin Waltner on 

 vocals and banjo.  Enjoy several beloved hymns in the bluegrass style! 

                                                         Where’s Pastor Pat? 

Rev. Pat Hammond is not here today.  She and Gene are enjoying a much-needed family  

vacation with their daughter, Haley! 



 

 

UPCOMING OPPORTUNITIES 

FPC Summer Picnics 

Join your family of faith this summer at the park!  Bring your own picnic and meet us at the 

shelter at 6pm on the following Tuesday evenings:           

                                                          August 6 - Upper Sherman Park 

                                                          August 20 - Frank Olson South  

                                 (the one closest to the pool) 

Backpack Blessings, Sunday, August 18 

 

Students of any age (preschool—college) are  

encouraged to join this special service. BRING 

YOUR BACKPACK and come to this service as a 

reminder that your church is supporting you, 

and Jesus goes with you to school. 

 

 

SUMMER CHOIR REHEARSALS             

      Sunday, August 25 

Please meet at 8:30am in the choir room (214) for a rehearsal  

and then sing for the 9:30am worship service.  

New Church Directories are available today in the foyer.  If you have paid, you can pick 
up your directory today. If you have not paid but would like a paper directory, your name 
will be put on a list. Thank you.    
                                                                                        ~Membership Ministry Team 

 

HABITAT WORKDAY, August 10 

Serve our Lord, and see the face of Christ in the faithful members of the partner families who will 

make these houses home!  We’ll be working to finish the exterior of the three houses built  

indoors last winter. Most likely tasks will be installation of siding or painting the added siding on 

the house and the garages built on site. If you’re interested in hearing more, please contact Earl 

Kemp by phone (voice message or text) at 940-9470, or e-mail to <ekemp0646@gmail.com> 

Earl is  out of town but will reply by Monday, August 5. Don’t miss the joy of serving and the fun 

of fellowship with others who love Christ! 

Back-to-School BINGO 

 

Get back together with your friends at  

Back-to-School BINGO on Thursday,  

August 15 from 10 to 11:30am in the 

lounge.  Kids entering pre-K to 6th grade are 

welcome to come play BINGO and win tons of 

fun prizes. Bring your friends but sign up at 

the church office so we have plenty of prizes.   

mailto:ekemp0646@gmail.com


 

 

Sunday Connections (Coffee) Ministry 
 

It’s not about the Coffee….. 

It’s not about the orange juice or the treats… 

It’s really about the connections with friends, family,  

and our church family. 
 

Coffee Fellowship will lose its coordinators Aug. 31st.   

We are in need of someone like you who can: 

 Schedule volunteers: make phone calls and/or 

emails 

 Organize calendar dates to avoid overlap of 

events 

 Clean coffee pots 

 Monitor supplies 
 

Please listen to your “nudge” and take the step!   

We need you! 
 

Refer questions to: 

Lisa Tunge 361-9787 or Jeanette Justice 215-8486 

Children’s Offering for August   
 

Each month, the children's offering supports a different organization.  During August, the  

children's offering will support our neighborhood schools, Laura Wilder Elementary and Edison 

Middle School.  In addition to the gifts of money, we are collecting school supplies and backpacks 

to share with the school offices.  These items may be placed in the basket by the  

WELCOME sign.  Thank you! 

Bell Chorale 

Our handbell choir, the “Bell Chorale,” is 

in need of a ringer! If you've ever had an 

interest in ringing handbells, or have  

previous experience, please contact  

Dan Graber. We have a lot of fun! 

Thank You 
 
 

To the members and staff of First  

Presbyterian Church, I would like to thank 

everyone for their thoughts and prayers 

during my chemo therapy treatments.   

I am finished as of July 25th. I have a CT 

scan on August 23 to see the results. 
 

                                          Thanks again! 

                                      Jerry Christopherson 
 

Life is good. God is great.   

 

With Heartfelt Thanks 
 

Dear Church Family, 
 

Prayers of thanksgiving to our gracious God for 

our daughter's successful surgery and smooth 

recovery.  We are delighted to share the good 

news of Deanna's return to good health!  We  

appreciate you, our church family, for your  

prayers and many expressions of care and  

concern during the past six months.   

 

 With heartfelt thanks,  

Angie and Gayle Nelson 

 

Prayer Quilt 

Surrounded in Prayers 
 

 

As a way of showing our love and support  

for Linda Nielsen, we have a prayer quilt  

set up in the Chapel waiting for you 

 to say a prayer and tie a knot.  

 

 Please continue to hold Linda  

close in prayers as she recovers. 



 

 

CALENDAR 

SUNDAY, August 4    Bluegrass Sunday 

9:30am 
Bluegrass Worship Service and 
Communion 

Sanctuary 
 

10:30am PW Summer Mission Coffee Chapel 

12:30pm 
Korean Presbyterian  
Fellowship 

Room 214 

2:00pm The Way Fellowship Room 214 

MONDAY, August 5 

9:30am       Kindermusik                                         Room 113 

6:00pm       Leaning on Hope                                 Lounge 

TUESDAY, August 6 

8:30am     Staff Meeting                                        Room 212 

4:45pm Kindermusik  Room 113 

6:00pm Church Picnic at Sherman Park Off– Site 

7:00pm Pickleball Covenant 

WEDNESDAY, August 7 

10:00am   Kindermusik                                         Room 113 

12:00pm   Walk and Talk at Western Mall       Off-Site 

6:30pm The Way Church Bible Study  Room 212 

6:30pm Praise Band Rehearsal Sanctuary 

FRIDAY, August 2 

12:00pm Peace Circle Room 104 

12:30pm Church is Closed  

1:00pm Woman’s Pickleball Cov. Center 

4:00pm Wedding Rehearsal Sanctuary 

SATURDAY, August 10 

8:00am Habitat for Humanity Off-Site 

12:00pm The Way Room 214 

3:30pm Myrlie-Weidenbach Wedding Sanctuary 

SUNDAY, August 11 

9:30am 
Summer Worship Service with 
Coffee Fellowship before & 
after 

Sanctuary 
Chapel 

12:30pm 
Korean Presbyterian  
Fellowship 

Room 214 

2:00pm The Way Fellowship Room 214 

THURSDAY, August 8 

9:45am NAMI Connections Group Room 212 

11:30am Knit2gether Room 206 

1:30pm Room Reserved Giving Room 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN READERS 

The ‘One Book South Dakota’ books have arrived! Courtesy of the SD Humanities  

Council, these books are provided on loan to FPC for our OBSD event on Thursday,  

September 12th. Please check out a book to read and return it to the church office when you’ve 

finished so others can read the book. Join us for our OBSD event on Thursday,  

September 12 at 7 pm in the chapel with Lori Walsh leading the discussion!  

All are welcome!! 



 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Prayers for Linda Nielsen, who is recovering from surgery and treatment for a rare severe  

complication of a left leg blood clot that was life and limb threatening.  Her recovery will be a  

marathon, not a sprint. Her family is so appreciative of her care and thankful for congregational 

prayers and support. Address:  5113 S. Sweetbriar Dr., Sioux Falls, SD 57108. 
 

Peri Erdmann asks for prayers of thankfulness for a successful surgery to remove an  

aneurysm from her brain on Tuesday, July 23. Address:1108 E. Aspen Blvd., Brandon, SD 57005. 
 

Prayers of comfort for the family of Harold Waite, who passed away on July 21st. 
 

Prayers for Sasha Swanson for a positive result of a biopsy on her foot so that she can walk 

without assistance. 
 

Please pray for Emily Hutchinson as she has surgery to remove wisdom teeth on August 2nd. 
 

Shirley Olson asks for prayers of healing for a knee injury. 
 

Please keep Jonathan Tilk in your prayers as he travels to Denver for 4 weeks for work. 
 

Hank and Janice Hight offer prayers of thanksgiving for 40 years of marriage on August 

10th! Cards can be sent to:  PO Box 546, Parker SD  57053. 
 

Prayers for different ethnic/religious communities to feel safe here in Sioux Falls. 
 
 

 

Thank you for your prayers for Calvin Hanneld. Calvin is so much better already!  Thanks 

for your prayers and a “good news” diagnosis. 
 

Please keep Harriet Skillman in your prayers as she adjusts to life and health changes,  

including a new home. She misses the independence she enjoyed in her previous apartment, 

but is adjusting to life in her new one. She would enjoy receiving cards from her church  

family. New address:  4000 South Westport Avenue, #302, Sioux Falls, SD 57106.    
 

Barb Amundson-Reiter requests your prayers for headache answers and healing. Also for 

peace and comfort for her family. 
 

Cindy Carlson offers prayers of thankfulness that her parents are both improving. Her 

mom was discharged from the nursing home and starts therapy this week, and her dad is very 

glad to have mom home again!  
 
 

Prayers that the Coffee Fellowship coordinating opportunity speaks to someone to take 

on this important role for our church. 
 

Please continue to pray for our farmers and specifically, for those small dairy farms who 

continue to struggle with poor economic conditions. 
 

Cal and Sue Hanneld ask for prayers for their nephew, John Lacy, and family as John 

battles pain with advanced Crohn’s Disease.  
 

Linda Kelly asks for prayers for her nephew, Tom Kirk, 54, who has been diagnosed with 

nasopharyngeal cancer.  
 

 
 

                                                                                                                          Prayers continued, next page 



 

 

 

Please continue to keep these people in your prayers:   
 

Alyce Krause. She is back at the Good Samaritan Center recovering from a fall and a broken 

leg. Address: Good Samaritan Center, 401 W. 2nd St., Room 109, Sioux Falls, SD  57104.                                     
 

Marilyn and Miller Glanzer. Miller is under hospice care. Please send cards to: 3408 

W. Ralph Rogers Rd., Suite B201, Trailridge, Sioux Falls, SD  57108. 
 

 

Don Sinning as he continues to heal.   
 

Pam Brady as she continues with maintenance chemo. Address: 1104 N Advantage 

Ave, Sioux Falls, SD 57103.                     
 

John Keill as he continues to deal with health issues.  
 

Brad Papke through new transitions. 
 

Ruth Graber as she continues to battle cancer. 
 

Steve, Lori, and Kaylea Rickenbaugh ask for continued prayers for healing and 

strength to Dylan B. while he keeps fighting to beat cancer.  
 

Don and Ann Platt’s son, Jim, and his wife, Anita.  
 
 

Five-year-old Kyah Eide who is suffering from Acute Transverse  Myelitis. She has been 

staying at a rehab facility in Lincoln, NE and is still working with physical therapy to regain 

movement on her left side. 

 

  Wild Flower Presbyterian Church Cookout 

 

Wild Flower Presbyterian Church invites us to a cookout on their lawn on Sunday, September 

15 at 5pm. They will be serving hamburgers, hot dogs, baked beans, and chips, and ask 

guests to bring bars or cookies. They will furnish chairs, but you are welcome to bring your 

own or bring a blanket to sit on. Everyone is invited from all five Presbyterian Churches. 

Bring your friends and families—all are welcome! A sign-up sheet will be available soon in 

our front office. 

 

 

HOUSING NEEDED FOR FOREIGN EXCHANGE STUDENT! 

Are you interested in culture? We have a stipend paying $450 a month to provide housing for 

a Chinese HS Freshman named Tong who wants to study in a local private high school in  

order to earn an American diploma. She is very sweet and plays the flute, enjoys donating 

books to poor children, and riding a bike. She is a little afraid of cats. Host families provide 

room and board and also transportation to school (but she can walk if its close enough). Host 

families must have an extra bedroom to rent to her and be able to pass a background check. 

Tong is monitored monthly by a Local Coordinator. She has requirements to earn a C or  

better in school and keep her room tidy. If you are interested or want more info, please  

contact Nancy Stubbs at 515-290-9145 or email her at nstubbs@greenheart.org. 
 

mailto:nstubbs@greenheart.org

