
 

 

FEBRUARY 18, 2018 

8:30 am   Traditional Worship Service 

Followed by Coffee Fellowship in the chapel 

9:40 am  Education Hour 

11:00 am  Contemporary Worship Service 
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TRADITIONAL WORSHIP SERVICE 

8:30am                                   Bold: Congregation                        *Denotes please stand if you are able. 

We Gather in God’s Name 
 Please complete the “Connection” insert and place in the offering plate.  

Prelude                      D. Buxtehude, “O Lord, a Poor Sinner Am I”                                         Dan Graber, organ 

*Call to Worship                

*Opening Hymn          #182  “I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say”                                         KINGSFOLD  

*Prayer of Confession                                                                                 
                               We thank you, God, for your call to be your people, 

                                      but we confess, we have not listened faithfully, nor acted boldly. 

                                We thank you for your call to follow Jesus, 

                                      but we confess, we have been slow to see the face of Christ in our                        

                                      friends and family, let alone in a stranger. 

                                We thank you for the call to be the Church, 

                                     but we have put limits of what Church means, and denied its potential. 

                                We thank you for the far reaching impact of Christ's ministry, 

                                     but we have found it difficult to look beyond our local needs and concerns.                                                                                             

*Assurance of the Promise of Forgiveness  
                            “Repent!"  was the call of John the Baptist. Are you ready to make a fresh star t?  

                                              We are ready to turn around and begin again: 

                                               to forgive freely, to give generously, 

                                               to support compassionately, to work in faith community, 

                                               to act justly, to think globally, to risk and to venture out. 

                            You are ready to bring change in the way of Jesus Christ. Grace and peace are yours! 

                                               Thanks be to God! Amen! 

*Sharing the Peace of Christ 

*Response to Forgiveness        #579  “Lord, Have Mercy” 

We Share God’s Word 

Scripture Reading                         Matthew 3:13-17                                                                                 Ron Mattice 

Time with Children                                                                                                           Kathie Douma 

Special Music                              C. Stanichar , ”If I Ascend into Heaven”                            Sanctuary Choir 
                             This is a new composition written by Christopher Stanichar based on Psalm 139.  
                     Christopher serves as the choir director at Westminster Presbyterian Church in Sioux Falls 

Sermon                                        Orphan No More                                                 Rev. Nathan Esser 

*Hymn                             #475  “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing”                           NETTLETON 

We Give Thanks to God 
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Call for the Offering 

*Offertory                     ar r. P. Manz, “Jesus, I W ill Ponder Now”                   Dan Graber, organ  

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 

We Go Forth to Serve 

*Closing Hymn               #187  “Savior, like a Shepherd  Lead Us”                                    BRADBURY 

*Charge and Benediction 

*Postlude                              D. Johnson, “Wondrous Love”                             Dan Graber, organ  

SERVING TODAY 

 8:30am 11:00am 

Audio/Media Ministry 
Dennis Erickson, Jeff Little 

Mike Walsh, Matt Cook  

Dave Waggoner  

Greeter Ministry Dan Tunge  

Coffee Fellowship                                      Karleen Abar r , Marne & Jack Shaffer , Don & Anja Hoekman                        

                                                                                                                                         Lynne & Jerry Acheson 

Usher Ministry Ed Kraayenhoff, Dan Tunge 

Brent Kruse, Phylis Harmsen  

Randy & Pam Bartunek 

Tim & Becky Wartner 

Driving Ministry Anita Braunschmidt,  Earl & Kathy Kemp  

                                Adult Classes for Sunday Mornings        

                                  9:40am – 10:40am in the Lounge 

Today, February 25,  March 4     
                     “John Witherspoon, Pastor, President, Patriot “   
Dr. James Foster, University of Sioux Falls, Assistant Professor of Theology and Philosophy 
John Witherspoon was the president of The College of New Jersey (now Princeton  
University) and the only clergyman to sign the Declaration of Independence. 

No Kid’s Sunday School TODAY and No Kids Club on Wednesday,  February 21.  

Wednesday night adult education will not meet on February 21st since there is no meal. 

Pastor Pat and her husband, Gene,  

will be gone to Denver for Parent’s Weekend with Haley.                

Please pray for safe travels . 



 

 

CONTEMPORARY  WORSHIP SERVICE 
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11:00am Please complete the “Connection” insert and place in the offering plate. 

       We Gather in God’s Name 

*Welcome & Call To Worship                                                                                    Rev. Nathan Esser                 

*Song “Wonder”                                                                                Praise Band 

*Prayer   

*Song “I Am”                                                                                    Praise Band 

*Prayer of Confession We thank you, God, for your call to be your people. 

     but we confess, we have not listened faithfully, nor acted boldly. 

We thank you for your call to follow Jesus, 

     but we confess, we have been slow to see the face of Christ in our  

     friends and family, let alone in a stranger. 

We thank you for the call to be the Church. 

     but we have put limits of what Church means, and denied its 

     potential. 

We thank you for the far reaching impact of Christ's ministry, 

     but we have found it difficult to look beyond our local needs and     

     concerns. 

*Assurance of the Promise of Forgiveness 

                           "Repent!" was the call of John the Baptist. Are you ready to make a fresh start? 

                                              We are ready to turn around and begin again: 

                                               to forgive freely, to give generously, 

                                               to support compassionately, to work in faith community, 

                                               to act justly, to think globally, to risk and to venture out. 

                            You are ready to bring change in the way of Jesus Christ. Grace and peace are yours! 

                                               Thanks be to God! Amen! 

*Passing of the Peace of Christ  

*Song “Your Glory”                                                                          Praise Band 

      We Share God’s Word 

Scripture Reading Matthew 3:13-17                                                             Meredith DeCou 

Time With Children                                                                                             Kathie Douma 

Message                                 Orphan No More                                                       Rev. Nathan Esser 

       We Give Thanks to God 

Offering Praise Band 

Prayers and the Lord’s Prayer  

*Sending Song                        “The River”                                                                                            Praise Band 

*Charge and Blessing  



 

 

                                                           UPCOMING EVENTS 
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Join Us For A 

Gourmet Cooking Class 

With Chef Claudia Brende 
 

Monday, February 19 from 6pm to 7:30pm in rooms 101, 104.  

(Sign up in Front Office or on Connection Sheet) Friends & family are welcome.  

There will be a free-will offering to cover the costs of the ingredients. 
  

Menu:  crackers with brie cheese, candied cranberries, toasted walnuts & drizzled honey; 

crackers with goat cheese, toasted butternut squash & fresh sage; infused apple honey 

milk steamer; potato & bean, leek & bacon cream soup. 

 

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING 
 

This week is focused on PRESBYTERIAN DISASTER ASSISTANCE which responded in 
Christ’s name to hurricanes in the USA and the Caribbean.  Food, water and supplies were 
provided as we work with our partners on long-term recovery.  
 

The following are activities for the week which may help your family focus on PDA. 
 

Sunday:  After a storm, food is something for which we are grateful. Consider a gift to 
OGHS for each meal you eat today. 
Monday:  Pets are impacted by disasters as well as humans.  Consider a gift to OGHS for 
every pet you have loved. 
Tuesday:  Electricity is usually the first utility that is lost.  Give one dime to OGHS for each 
electrical outlet in your home.  
Wednesday:  Look at a map of the United States.  Locate the site of each disaster you 
have heard about.  
Thursday:  Cell phones stopped working in Puerto Rico during the hurricane.  Consider 
giving a gift for each cell phone in your home.  
Friday:  Disasters may make it difficult to reach medical assistance.  Give one gift if you 
have been able to visit a doctor during this past year.  
Saturday:  Say a prayer for all those who were affected by hurricanes in the USA this year.  
Help someone in your neighborhood who needs assistance.  
 

Envelopes for your One Great Hour of Sharing are available in the pew rack.  Take one for 
your offering this year.   
 

                                                                                 Ruth Parry for the Mission Team 



 

 

CALENDAR 

SUNDAY,  February 18 

8:30am 
Traditional Worship Service with  

Coffee Fellowship Following  

Sanctuary 

Chapel 

9:40am Peace Circle  Room 104 

9:40am Adult Education Hour Lounge 

11:00am Contemporary Worship Service Sanctuary 

12:30pm Korean Presbyterian Fellowship Room 214,  etc 

2:00pm The Way Room 214 

MONDAY, February 19 

10:30am Kindermusik Room 113 

11:00am Women’s Study Group  Memorial Rm 

4:15pm Kindermusik Room 113 

6:00pm Gourmet Cooking Class Rooms 101, 104 

6:00pm Boys Basketball Cov. Center 

7:00pm “Through the Lens” Group Meeting Room 206 

TUESDAY, February 20 

8:30am Staff Meeting Room 212 

8:45am Bell Chorale Bible Study Room 206 

9:45am Bell Chorale Room 213 

4:45pm Kindermusik Room 113 

6:30pm Worship & Music Ministry Team Room 205 

7:00pm Pickleball Cov. Center 

WEDNESDAY, February 21          

7:30am  Collision Room 101 

9:30am  Kindermusik Room 113 
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WEDNESDAY, February 21 

11:00am Walk and Talk Western Mall 

2:00pm 
Wednesday Prayer for Korean 

 Fellowship 
Room 111 

4:00pm Adult Education Ministry Team Room 206 

6:30pm Stephen Ministry Peer Group Mtg Room 206 

6:30pm Building and Grounds Team Meets Room 212 

6:30pm Praise Band Rehearsal Sanctuary 

7:30pm Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal Room 214 

8:00pm Drone Training Covenant Ctr. 

THURSDAY, February 22 

9:15am Kingdom Kids Room 233 

11:30am Knit2gether Memorial Rm 

1:30pm Ladies Pickleball Coventant Ct. 

4:00pm Kindermusik Room 113 

4:00pm Connection Recovery Support Grp. Room 205 

4:15pm Small Collision Group Room 206 

5:30pm Stewardship Meeting Room 206 

6:00pm Boys Basketball Covenant Ctr 

6:30pm Heartland Handbells Rehearsal Room 213 

FRIDAY, February 23 

9:30am Edison/Lincoln Moms in Prayer Room 206 

12:30pm Church is closed  

SATURDAY, February 24 

12:00pm The Way Fellowship Room 214 

1:30pm 
Open House 90th Birthday Party 

 for Lois Merritt 
Lounge 



 

 

SUNDAY, February 25 

8:30am 
Traditional  Worship Service with  

Coffee Fellowship  following 

Sanctuary 

Chapel 

9:40am 1st Steps 2 year olds Rms 231-233 

9:40am 1st Steps 3 & 4 Yr Olds Room 115 

9:40am 1st Steps 5 Yrs-Kindergarten Room 112 

9:40am Creator’s Kids Room 106-111 

9:40am Middle School Sunday School Room 202 

9:40am High School Sunday School Room 201 

9:40am Confirmation Class Room 205 

9:40am Adult Education Hour Lounge 

11:00am 
Contemporary  Communion Worship 

Service    “Bibles For Toddlers” 
Sanctuary 

12:00pm  Youth Ministry Team Meeting  Room 206 

12:30pm Korean Presbyterian Fellowship Room 214,  etc 

2:00pm The Way Room 214 
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Peanut Butter and Beans 
 

A member of FPC who packs backpacks at 

the Food Pantry weekly for children at a  

particular school asked me if I would pass on 

a specific Food Pantry need.  She indicated 

that the families of these students have a 

hard time providing adequate nutrition for 

their children and that protein is often  

short-changed.  She told me that the Food 

Pantry consistently runs out of peanut butter 

and canned beans as sources of protein.   

 

 I am asking for donations of peanut  

butter (any size) and cans of beans 

(not the green bean type).  Winter and 

the accompanying flu season provide  

challenges for all of us.  For many of us, 

however, we are abundantly blessed with 

plenty on our pantry shelves.  Let’s help the 

Food Pantry by providing peanut butter and 

beans over the next month and then 

remembering that the needs are year-round.  

As always, you can find the FPC grocery cart 

in the coat room.     Thanks so much for your 

generosity  –  Diane Helin 

The Lenten Devotional Booklets are here 

for your spiritual journey.   They are  

located at the back of the Sanctuary. 

 

The Children’s Offering this month 

 will be shared with families of 

 veterans who are being treated at the  

VA Hospital.  These gifts will make it  

possible for these families to have a  

special family time sharing pizza or  

other treats.  Monthly birthday  

parties are also a special time of 

celebration and your generous gifts 

will make these possible.    



 

 

 

Thank you! 

 
The Lord shows His love for us through 

special people like you!  Thank you for 

your kindness and  thoughtfulness. 

  Yes, your cards, phone calls and even    

  food meant so much! 

                                 Alyce Krause 
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You are invited to an Open House to  

celebrate Lois Merritt’s 90th birthday 

on Saturday, February 24th from  

1:30pm to 3:30pm in the lounge!    

   (Lois’s birthday is February 21) 

 

Grace Willemssen is celebrating her 
93rd birthday on February 19th.  Grace 
is a former pastor’s wife and member 

of this congregation.  Help Grace  
celebrate her birthday by sending   

cards.  Her address is: 
 

 

Grace Willemssen 
Royale Meadows Care Center 

1400 7th Ave. SE 
Sioux Center, IA 51250 
Grace is the mother of 

 Mary Braithwaite. 

SYNOD SCHOOL 

Synod School registration begins 
March 1st! Catalogue and registration 

can be found at 
www.lakesandprairies.org/

synodschool.   
If you have any questions, contact 

Paul Penn at 605-951-4649 or email:  
papenn@q.com 

 

Save your used books  

and rummage items for  

the library fundraiser 

 April 20-22. Donations  

are being accepted! 

 

Friday, 4/20  - 8am to 6pm 

Saturday, 4/21 - 8am to 3pm 

Sunday,4/22 - 8am to 1pm 

Walking with Jesus 

 (and FPC friends) 

Join Pastor Pat and Congregational Care  

Coordinator Jana Elkins for a walk and talk  

with Jesus every Wednesday through Lent,  

from 11am - 12 pm in the Western Mall.  

http://www.lakesandprairies.org/synodschool
http://www.lakesandprairies.org/synodschool
mailto:papenn@q.com
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      Celebrate Gifts of Women Sunday 
 

Presbyterian Women will sponsor "Celebrate Gifts of  Women Sunday” on March 4 

at both services. Women of the church will take key roles in serving that Sunday. 

Please join us in celebrating the avenues of service that women fulfill in our 

church.   The 11am service will be in the Covenant Center to coincide with the 

Pancake Breakfast.  Rev. Pat Hammond will be leading the services. 

2/21/2018 No WNL! 

2/28/2018 Pizza and Cupcakes 

3/7/2018 
Spaghetti/Garlic Bread, Corn, 
Cookies 

3/14/2018 
Chicken Noodle Soup, Cold 
Meat/Cheese Sandwiches, 
Brownies 

 

Join us today for 
 coffee fellowship  

in the Chapel  
between the  

worship services. 

Proceeds go toward our big youth mission  

projects for the Summer of 2018. 

 

To First Presbyterian Church Members, 
   

So many years have passed and First  

Presbyterian Church has always been there to 

support our agency, the St. Francis House.  
 

Please know we are so very grateful for your 

continued support as we begin to help people 

rebuild their lives!   

                                  God Bless! 

                                  Julie Becker, Director 

 

 
Adult Education Class Information 
 
As the annual budget is prepared each 
year, the names of Margaret Buck and 
Al Egger are shared with the finance 
team and the Session.  Funds for 
maintenance and upkeep of First  
Presbyterian Church were generously 
provided in the distribution of those  
estates.  Your name may also be 
"whispered" in the future.  Information 
about the process of making that  
possible will be shared during the Adult 
Education class on March 11.   
                                       Ruth Parry 



 

 

Pray for healing and regaining of strength for those in hospitals, care facilities, rehab or  
recovering at home.  Pray for those who face challenges of dealing with mental health issues. 
 

 
 

 
 

Julia Lufkins asks for prayers for her daughter, Jessica, that her ankle will heal without surgery. 
 

Ethan Small asks for prayers for Gabe Tuft, a high school friend, who was in a bad accident.  He is  
recovering at Avera now.  Prayers for strength and healing. 
Cindy Bailey asks for prayers after she was recently in a car accident.  Please pray for guidance and 
wisdom as she looks for a replacement vehicle at an affordable price. 
 

Alyce Krause asks for prayers for safe travel, as family and friends come to help celebrate her 90th  
birthday. 
 

Melinda Tibbetts offers prayers of thanksgiving for her father, Ellsworth Schut, as he celebrates his 
90th birthday on February 29th. 
 

Peri Erdmann asks for prayers for her father, Jerry, whose prostate cancer has metastasized.  
 

Larry and Florence Opp ask for prayers as they mourn the loss of Larry’s brother, Harry, who died on 
January 29.   Harry was 76 years old and lived in Underwood, MN.   
 

Keith and Kathy Anderson asks for prayers for their 5 month old grandson, Sam Wilde in Denver. 
Pray for healing for Sam and strength for his parents.  Sam’s ventilator settings are getting better, but he has a 
long way to go. He is hospitalized with pneumonia. 
 

Jeff and Judy Little ask for prayers of healing for their son, Andrew, who slipped on the ice and  
fractured his wrist and his knee. 
 

George and Judy Regan ask for continued prayers for their daughter, Carol Christensen, whose 
surgery went well, but she is still in the hospital. 
 

Brian and Cindy Carlson ask for prayers for the family of Terri Ford, who passed away Saturday,  
February 3.  Terri is Cindy’s cousin. 
 

                                  Please continue to keep these people in your prayers:  
 

Avery Jo, baby daughter of Jarrod and Brenna Vink, and little sister to Ethan and Parker.  Prayers of rejoicing 
as Avery is now home! 

Jay and Linda Kelly and their family -  Linda’s brother, David Kirk, is in hospice care in Texas.  Pray for his 
family and especially his daughter, who is caring for him in her home. 
 

Ann Platt has received good news from recent scans/tests.  She asks for continued prayers until no evidence 
of the lymphoma remains. Cards, phone calls (338-0866), and emails are all highly appreciated! Her address is:  
Trailridge Retirement #B306, 3408 W. Ralph Rogers Road, Sioux Falls, SD 57108. 
        

Teri Dickmeyer, as Teri undergoes experimental drug chemotherapy. Her address is: 1512 Doodler Dr., Sioux 
Falls, SD 57103. 
       

Ruth Graber, as she continues to battle cancer.  https://www.caringbridge.org/visit/ruthgraber  
 

Bev Blue, as she has more rounds of chemotherapy and then will wait to have another scan.  Her new  
address is:  1649 N. Cactus Dr, Sioux Falls, SD 57110.           

Katé Mickey, as she struggles with health issues. 
 

Brad Papke, for his continued recovery.           
 

Pat Boelman’s great-niece, Eliana, now has Influenza A and more prayers are needed.  Eliana will be  
discharged from Mayo Hospital to the Ronald McDonald House when she is able.   She will continue rehab as an 
outpatient.   Her new address is on her Caring Bridge site: https://www.caringbridge.org/visit/eliana07 
 

Don and Ann Platt’s son, Jim, and his wife, Anita, as his drug therapy continues to be successful for  
treating his life-threatening lung disease. Their address is on their CaringBridge site: CaringBridge.org/visit/
JamesPlatt        

Leah Swanson is a patient in Sanford Hospital. 
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PRAYER REQUESTS 

https://www.caringbridge.org/visit/ruthgraber


 

 

 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH VISION STATEMENT 

First Presbyterian Church shares a vision to be present in the Sioux Falls area as the visible face of Christ. In this vision, the 

words of our mission statement take on clear direction and added dimension. We connect, serve, and grow with God and others 

within our congregation so that we may in turn connect, serve, and grow with God and others beyond ourselves, knowing that 

even as we strive to bear the face of Christ in our relationships with our neighbors, we will find the face of Christ in the very 

neighbors whom we serve. 

 As we equip ourselves to engage with people beyond our congregation, our church family will: 

† experience unconditional love; 

† celebrate God’s grace; 

† grow in God's Word; 

† mature in faith; 

† cultivate spiritual gifts; 

† affirm each other’s successes; 

† support each other in difficult times; and 

† experience the transforming power of the Christian faith. 

 

 To enable us to accomplish our shared mission, all of our members are called to engage individually and corporately in the  

ministry of our church as they: 

† participate regularly in worship services; 

† pray for the church and for God's world; 

† give faithful and regular financial support to First Presbyterian Church; 

†        participate in ministries inside First Presbyterian Church that encourage sustained connection and growth; and  

†         serve regularly in ministries outside our church family. 
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“For It is By Grace You Have Been Saved, Through Faith”  
Ephesians 2:8 

 Registration Fee $130 

 Due by March 10, 2018  

 See your Youth Leader for Registration Form
  

Mission Project: 
Groups are asked to collect change and bring it to rally.  
Whoever collects the most change will get to take it and give 
it to the cause of your choice.  So, come with your change and 
the cause you would like to support. 

 

In His Steps: Pathways of Peace meets Tuesday, Feb. 20th, 7:00 p.m. 
in The Holy Word Theater at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, 909 W 
33rd St., Sioux Falls.   We will view a documentary “The Occupation of 

the American Mind” produced by the Media Education Foundation and 
dramatizing the challenges facing IHS working in Palestine raising 
awareness about breast cancer and navigating health care.  



 

 


