
 

 

Recently, I visited 

with Betty Hine. 

Betty is a long-time 

member of our 

congregation; she 

and her husband, 

Bob, joined First 

Presbyterian Church in 1950. Betty 

shared with me stories about her family 

and memories about our church. She 

shared with me how much she misses her 

husband; it has been 11-years since Bob 

died. Bob was the most handsome man 

she had ever met. She knew right away 

that he was the one she would marry. Bob 

and Betty went on to have a family and 

enjoy a wonderful life. They faced their 

share of challenges in life; however, they 

knew God’s story and promise. Worship 

and Sunday school through the church 

helped create a deep and personal 

understanding of Jesus Christ, giving to 

others and community. Near the end of 

our visit, I prayed with Betty and stood up 

to leave. Before heading out the door 

Betty asked, “Can I have a hug?”  I 

replied, “Of course! We all don’t get 

enough hugs!”   

I left thinking more and more what it 

means to be a church family. What is 

unique about First Presbyterian Church? 

Why do people like Betty share so much 

of their lives with us? What about what 

we say and do impacts the decision of a 

visitor to come back a second time?   

Our first thought might be to talk about 

the church’s music, choir, Stephen 

Ministry, children or youth program.  

Some might say our longstanding focus 

on mission. We are blessed to have so 

many faithful, talented and generous 

volunteers, who along with our 

extraordinary church staff, bring life to 

various programs and activities.     

But, often hidden below the surface of our 

programs and activities, are several 

consistent, distinctive convictions that 

determine our priorities, influence our 

decisions and drive our ministry.   

I have spent considerable time working 

with Session to better understand what 

drives our ministry. Prayerful discussion 

has led to the list of core values below.   

We believe everything flows from 

significant worship. Worship gathers 

us as a church family around the presence 

of God, inspiring and encouraging us to 

faithfully seek God’s guiding voice 

throughout our lives. Worship invites a 

corporate moment to look at where we are 

and where we are called to go.  

We love people, developing 

relationships and making connections. 

When people visit our church, we want 

them to encounter the hospitality of 

Christ. We want our children to grow up 

in a church family that loves them. We 

want every member of the congregation 

to feel like this is a place where they 

belong and are known.   

We emphasize life-long learning and 

growth. Our  ministry is grounded in 

the question, “God, what are you calling 

me to do?” We believe every member is 

gifted and called into ministry. 

Responding to God’s call is a life-long 

journey of growth and transformation 

through prayer, worship, study and 

service.  

We are a praying church. We encircle 

our congregation and community with 

prayers of support, encouragement and 

thanksgiving. Prayer connects us to the 

heart of God, and cultivates deeper 

connections between people in the 

congregation and with the surrounding 

community.    

We are a community centered in the 

grace of Jesus Christ. Our  focus is not 

who is most right; but how to connect 

with God and each other in an authentic 

way. We come from all walks of life and 

have contrasting opinions about most of 

the prevailing issues; however we are 

clear about our center. Christ’s grace 

holds us together in the bonds of love. 

By talking about our core values, we 

better understand our identity as a 

congregation. And, by knowing who we 

are, we better understand what God is 

calling us to do.      

During the discussion of our church 

values, a church member said to me, “We 

need to be more fleshy.” It’s a less formal 

way to talk about the incarnation and 

church; but, I like it! I couldn’t agree 

more. As the Visible Face of Christ in 

Sioux Falls, God is calling us to be more 

fleshy and bring to life the joy and hope 

we have experienced here.   

No doubt you know someone who would 

value the opportunity to experience the 

joy and hope shared through our church. 

For many people you meet, you are the 

presence of Jesus. You are the church.  Be 

more fleshy! 

Faithfully in Christ, 

Rev. Nathan Esser 

the Messenger 
the Visible Face of Christ 

 

Our Church Family 



 

 

MINISTRY 2. 

It has been my 

pleasure and 

privilege to come 

into your home or 

hospital room and 

visit and pray with 

you. As a pastor I 

spend a good deal 

of time praying for 

others. But praying has not always 

come easy for me. There was a time 

when I was terrified to pray out loud… 

in public...in front of people! Oh no!! 

In fact, back in 1985 when I was asked 

to become a Ruling Elder I nearly said 

“no” because I just knew the pastor (or 

someone) would ask me to pray out 

loud and I would surely start to 

hyperventilate. 

 

Sometimes we are intimidated by the 

idea of sharing so personally in such a 

public way. We feel lacking because 

we don’t “pray as pretty” as someone 

else does. One of the saddest things I 

have ever heard in the church were 

those words spoken by a young woman 

who said she could never pray out loud 

because “I don’t pray as pretty as you 

all do.” 

 

Prayer is a conversation between you 

and God. We are not praying to 

impress others (or at least we shouldn’t 

be). Our words are for God. The story 

goes that one time when Bill Moyers 

was a special assistant to President 

Lyndon B. Johnson he was asked to 

say grace before a meal in the family 

quarters of the White House. As 

Moyers began praying softly, the 

President interrupted him with “Speak 

up, Bill! Speak up!” The former 

Baptist minister from east Texas 

stopped in mid-sentence and without 

looking up replied steadily, “I wasn't 

addressing you, Mr. President.” 

 

So for all of us who tremble at the 

thought of someone turning and saying 

“would you please close us in prayer” 

here is Rev. Joan Gray’s foolproof five 

step method for praying in public 

without fainting: 

 

1. Address God.  Say “God,”  “Dear 

God,”  “Lord,” or whatever feels good 

to you.  One of my favorites, though it 

is a little long is “Dear Three-in-one 

and One-in-three.” 

 

2.  State the obvious.  Where are you 

and what is going on.  “We are here at 

this committee meeting trying to do the 

business of your church.”  “We came 

to circle tonight needing to be together 

and hear your Word.”  “We are so sad 

that our good friend Sue is sick.”  If 

you are just starting your prayer life 

you don’t need to make this section 

more than one sentence.  You can 

expand as you get more comfortable. 

 

3.  Say what you want.  “We need your 

Holy Spirit to guide us.”  “We want 

our sick friends to get well.”  This can 

be a couple of sentences but keep it 

short.  You can always cover yourself 

with a neat line from the Episcopal 

prayer book: “God give us all the 

things we need whether we have 

remembered to pray for them or not.” 

 

4.  Thank God.  It is important to 

acknowledge God’s providential care 

for us, so thank God in advance for 

whatever God is going to do in 

response to our prayers.  A simple 

“Thank you, God” covers this nicely. 

 

5.  Say “We pray this in Jesus’ 

name.  AMEN.”  And quit. 

Try this out and let me know how it 

goes for you. 

 

On this journey with you! 

Pastor Pat 

Praying Out Loud 

From the Ministry Membership Team 

According to Wikipedia, unchurched 

people refer to people who are not 

connected to a church. More 

specifically, it refers to people who do 

not attend worship services.  

Almost every church wants to reach 

unchurched people and almost all of us 

know people who are unchurched. 

They are the people we work with. 

They are the people we play with. 

They are the people we have 

tremendous respect for. We don’t even 

think of them as being “unchurched.”  

What if God gave us the opportunity to 

invite them to First Presbyterian 

Church? 

Ephesians 4: 14-15 says that, “Christ 

equips us for service, so that the body 

of Christ may be built up.” 

This month pray for opportunities to 

invite someone to our church. They 

may turn you down, but boldly you 

will have been given the words to 

witness (Ephesians 6:19) and tell them 

of your experience of attending church 

at First Presbyterian Church. Blessings 

as you try.  



 

 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 3. 

Children’s Ministry Calendar 

10/15 Sun Special Schedule for Annual  
  Congregational Meeting: 

   9:15 Sunday School 

   10:30 Worship 

   11:30 Congregational Meeting 

11/22 Wed No Kid’s Club (Thanksgiving) 

11/26 Sun No Sunday School (Thanksgiving) 

12/3 Sun Advent Workshop during S.S. hour 

12/17 Sun Last week of Sunday School 
12/20 Wed No Kid’s Club 

12/24 Sun No Sunday School 

12/27 Wed No Kid’s Club 

12/31 Sun No Sunday School 

1/3 Wed  No Kid’s Club 

Come Join Us! 

The Children’s Ministry Team has several openings this 

year. You can make a difference in the spiritual growth 

of kids in our family of faith. We provide training and 

curriculum plus our totally awesome team of volunteers 

want you to join! 

 

Wednesday Night Kid’s Club games co-teacher:

 Wednesday Night 6:15-7:30 

Kindergarten Teaching team:  

 Sunday morning 9:40-10:40 

Rotation teachers: (Teach the same lesson for  3 

weeks in an area of interest like games, art, story, video, 

cooking, or even computers. 23 more needed for this 

year!)  

 Only 3 Sunday mornings 

Sunday School Office volunteer:  

 Sunday morning 

Children’s Ministry Team:  

 Third Monday of the month at noon 

 

Contact Kathie Douma at 605-336-2886. 

Kingdom Kids Openings 

Our weekday morning drop-off program for one-year 

old and two-year old students still has openings. Parents 

and students agree that Cathy Newcomb, our patient and 

loving teacher, is a pro with this first learning 

experience. Contact Cathy Newcomb at 605-360-9273. 

We are so excited for the Sunday School year! 

Now is a great time to invite friends and family to 

come and join our classes.   

Christmas Hang-Ups 

Children’s Christmas Program (K to grade 5) 

This humorous and engaging story about Christmas tree 

ornaments who are awakening from their yearly 

hibernation may not be your typical show but it will 

teach the kids what Jesus' coming was all about.  

 

Rehearsals begin Wednesday, October 4 with 

auditions and a LUAU PARTY! 6:15-7:30 in the Kid 

Min Room. The Sunday School kids are making flatbread to be served for 

communion on Sunday, October 1st! 

Parents and kids: safety comes first. Please remember  

children are not allowed to play in the gym unsupervised on 

Wednesday nights or Sunday mornings. 

Gym Use Reminder 



 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY 4. 

Your Coming and Your Going 

There is a lot of crazy going on right 

now. The whole Earth seems to 

either be under water or on fire. 

More personally, school and its many 

duties and activities that accompany 

it are back in motion, church life is 

back in full swing. No matter what 

scale, when you look at your life, it 

seems to be overwhelming and scary. 

  

Not surprisingly, I have many 

students that are losing it. I mean that 

in the most loving and realistic way. 

The internet is full of garbage telling 

them it's the end times, and their 

lives coincidentally are putting out 

the same feelings. How fitting that 

this whole year is focused on finding 

the truth about what Heaven and the 

New Earth are really like.  

  

While talking to a student the other 

day, I was truly backed into a corner. 

They had a great deal of really 

convincing evidence and scripture 

telling them this was it and 

judgement day is upon us. They 

asked me what to do and how do I 

know this isn't real this time? 

  

Truly, I don't know. I don't know that 

these natural disasters aren't the 

beginning of the end. All I know is 

that the LORD will keep me from 

harm. I know He who is greater is 

watching over me and will take care 

of me and that my worrying isn't 

going to change a darn thing. I know 

that I can pray. I know that God has a 

bigger, better plan for what I'm 

praying about, but He listens and 

delights in my prayers anyway. And I 

know that beyond all of this 

craziness is a Paradise that I, by 

nothing more than the Grace of the 

Almighty, get to take part in.  

  

I know one more thing. This article 

will not be nearly enough comfort. I 

can cover the thing with scriptures 

urging us to find rest in Him and to 

be still and know that He is God. I 

could read you the Bible like a 

bedtime story every moment of the 

day and it wouldn't matter because 

this life is full of things that make us 

worry, and the Enemy is in your ear 

encouraging you to keep reading that 

crazy end-of-times spam.  

  

When it comes down to it, often our 

heads and our hearts are on very 

different pages. While we know that 

the LORD has forgiven all of our 

sins and has already adopted us as 

His children and made a place for us 

in His eternal home, our hearts can't 

help but be terrified and confused 

and frustrated and terrified. And 

that's okay. It's not something to fix. 

All I can say about it is this: Come to 

church on Wednesday nights. Listen 

to someone speak into your fears and 

worries. Hear what God is 

whispering in your ear and putting on 

your heart. Scripture holds the 

answers to our worried about the 

future questions. But we can read and 

discern and share together.  

 

I am not promising to make you feel 

better instantly. I don't have all the 

answers. But we do have community. 

We have the opportunity to solve 

some of the Biblical riddles and bust 

some of the myths.  

 

Jada 

 

From the PRESByouth blog: 

www.presbyouth.com 



 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY (continued) 5. 

Monthly Concerts at First Presbyterian 

If you look around First Presbyterian, you 

might notice something odd. We have a 

congregation full of wonderful people with 

a wide range of ages; however, you might 

notice a lack of college age individuals. 

Given our geographical location (between 

two colleges) I often find myself pondering 

why this is. That’s why I’m excited to 

spread the word about the monthly 

concerts occurring at First Presbyterian.  

 

The kick-off for this exciting new aspect of 

our student ministry started with “Acoustic 

Night” on Tuesday, September 26 at 

7:00pm, $5 at the door. I’m really excited 

to show you all some of Sioux Falls’ local 

talent (there’s a lot!). Singer-songwriter 

and USF alumni Ben Gertner head-lined 

the evening, with Sioux Falls favorite 

Meriweather Rain Delay and Gary 

Mehlbrech kicking off the evening. 

 

While its primary function is to attract 

college students and young adults into our 

building (and hopefully congregation), this 

is by no means an exclusive event. Bring 

your friends and family! I think we can all 

benefit from experiencing what local 

music has to offer. A community based 

around a mutual love of music is an 

incredible thing, especially when that 

community is rooted in the encompassing 

love of Jesus Christ. I exhort longtime 

members to invite with open arms all who 

come to Acoustic Night, and give them the 

same welcoming smile as I received when 

I started coming to First Presbyterian about 

a year ago. There is a very large possibility 

that someone in the audience hasn’t 

stepped foot in a church for a long time, 

maybe not ever at all (whether it be for a 

good reason or not). If we truly want our 

college demographic to grow, we need to 

meet them where they are, not where we 

wish they were. 

 

I’ve always had a heart for local music, 

and I’ve always had a heart for showing 

others what a community centered around 

Christ looks like. These concerts give me 

the opportunity to do both, and that’s a 

really exciting position for me. 

 

In addition to this expansion to our student 

ministry program, I’d also like to express 

my gratitude for your encouraging 

response to our Wednesday Night Live 

kick off. I’ve never considered myself to 

be a “worship leader,” and being that 

vessel for others to praise our Creator, 

while incredibly gratifying, is very much 

new territory for me. I love that our 

congregation takes fellowship with our 

brothers and sisters seriously, and that we 

set aside a time each week where we can 

come together and enjoy a meal in each 

other’s company. I believe that there is 

tremendous power in ending the meal with 

communal worship, and I thank God for 

that opportunity. That being said, I 

encourage you all to use those fifteen 

minutes to really center yourselves in 

worship, to focus our hearts and minds on 

God and all that He has done and will do 

for us. I think if you ask any musician 

familiar with a worship setting, they will 

say that the biggest compliment you can 

give them is to remain silent at the end of a 

song in quiet reflection. This isn’t to say 

that applause isn’t appreciated (it’s a big 

ego boost!), but I think it can hinder the 

reverence of the atmosphere and turns it 

more into a performance rather than a 

moment of thanksgiving. The last thing I 

want to do is bring glory upon myself, so if 

you want to support me in a tangible way, 

sing at the top of your lungs! That’s far 

more encouraging than any applause could 

be. 

 

I earnestly look forward to the WNLs to 

come, and can’t wait to see what God does 

with this family of believers. Feel free to 

offer suggestions for any songs you would 

like to hear in the future, as sometimes it 

can be challenging to predict what will 

connect with the congregation. See you 

next Wednesday! 

 

Peace and Love,  

Micah Kittelson 

PRESBYTERIAN READERS 

Thursday, October 12th, 7:00pm 

The Shoemaker’s Wife by Adriana 

 Trigiani  

Historical fiction 

Discussion leader: Linda Rasmussen 
 

Adriana Trigiani has more than proven 

herself as an outstanding author and 

storyteller; however, with The 

Shoemaker's Wife, she has brought home 

to us an important era in history that has 

been almost completely forgotten. 

Adriana's novel reminds us of the true 

character of people who immigrated to 

America from Europe during the mass 

migration of early 1900s. This novel 

parallels the lives of 2 people, Ciro and 

Enza, who were born just miles apart in 

the Italian Alps, and met only once during 

a tragic time in Enza's life. It was a lasting 

impression on both, however, both were 

forced by circumstances to leave for 

America, neither expected to see each 

other again. 



 

 

1. October will feature books on the 

Old Testament. Pick up a book on any 

subject or book you might find 

interesting. 

 

2. New Fiction and Non-Fiction titles 

are going on the red cart each week.  

 

New Fiction includes the series 

“Hawthorne House” by Kristi Ann 

Hunter. Come into the library to see 

the Hawthorne family tree. These 

stories show how beautiful life, love, 

and family can be when you let God  

be a part of them.  

 

New Non-Fiction includes two new 

titles on Creation and The Case for the 

Creator by Lee Strobel. Has science 

discovered God? 

 

3. We are so excited to have our new 

DVD holder. Come see all of the 

movies, coded in the same manner as 

those at the theaters. Also, we are 

blessed to have received donations in 

memory of Janet Brady, Grace 

Anderson and Ann DuPraz. Some of 

that money went to replace 

VeggieTales VHS with DVDs.  These 

are processed and ready for checkout. 

 

4. NEW! A collection of CDs is 

available on the table between the 

lounge chairs. They do not have check 

out cards. Please feel free to pick up a 

few and just return when you are done. 

Christmas CDs will be added in 

November. 

 

5. REMINDER: We always accept used 

books/CDs/DVDs/Audiobooks.  We 

will either use them in the collection or 

add them to the book sale next year. 

Drop them off any time. And we thank 

you in advance. 

 

Linda Hubbard 

Did You Know... 

6. 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 

LIBRARY NEWS 

PW Gathering Introduction to Bible Study was held on 

Saturday, September 16. Jeanne Kruse led us in a 

devotion/invocation before our brunch of egg bake, a 

variety of muffins, grapes, and coffee. Pastor Nathan 

introduced us to this coming year's Bible study Cloud of 

Witnesses.  

 

This was followed by presentation of our proposed 

budget for the upcoming year by Diane Helin. All 

present were in favor of accepting the budget as stated. 

The last item of the day was installation of new members 

of the coordinating team: Leola Bergeson, Sue Hanneld, 

Shirley Olson, Tacey Braithwaite, Rose De Jager, and 

Carol Adamson. Thank you for accepting the call to lead 

in new positions within the Coordinating Team. 

 

Faithful Women Fall Retreat was held at Joy Ranch just 

outside of Watertown Saturday and Sunday, September 

23-24. The leader was Rev. Pat Hammond, and the 

theme was On Retreat with God. 

Circle meetings are scheduled as follows: 

Peace  10/15  9:40am  Kitchen, lower 

Faith  10/19  9:30am  Room 205 

Hope  10/19  9:30am  Lounge 

Joy  10/19  Noon  Room 205 

Patience 10/19  1:30pm  Room 206 

Charity  10/19  6:30pm  Lounge 

Wisdom 10/19  12:30pm Lounge 

 

We will be studying Lesson Two: In Community with 

the Living God. Scripture for this lesson includes 

Hebrews 1:1-4; Exodus 3:1-7; Exodus 19:16-25; 

Hebrews 12:18-24; 8:10; Jeremiah 31:31-34. 

 

PW Coordinating Team will be meeting Tuesday, 

October 24, at 4 pm in the lounge. 

 

Janice Hight  

PW Moderator 



 

 

7. SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 

The September meeting of Session was 

a very positive meeting with several 

important topics addressed. 

 

The meeting was the annual joint 

meeting of Session with the Board of 

Deacons. The discussion was upbeat 

with the Deacons sharing several goals 

for their ministry. Session was very 

excited to see the renewed energy and 

a sense of empowerment in the group.  

 

After meeting with the Deacons, 

Session met on its own. Roxie Huber 

and John Ulmer joined the meeting at 

that point and presented Session with a 

preliminary budget. After discussion, 

Session adopted the 2017-18 fiscal 

year budget with two minor changes. 

The budget will be presented to the 

congregation at the Annual 

Congregational Meeting on October 

15. 

 

The task force charged with drawing 

up a job description for the new 

Congregational Care Coordinator 

submitted a draft of that job 

description to the Session. After 

discussion, the job description was 

approved, clearing the way to begin the 

search for a person to fill the position. 

Session is excited to be able to share 

information about this new position 

with the congregation at the Annual 

Meeting. 

 

Session was also pleased to see the 

new logo designed by Sharon Wegner-

Larsen and, as always, happy to 

approve two baptisms. 

 

Congregation members are welcome at 

any Session meeting. Any concern to 

be brought before Session should be 

discussed with the moderator (Pastor 

Nate) or clerk (Claire Gillaspey) prior 

to the meeting so it can be cleared for 

the agenda. 

 

Full Session minutes can be found in a 

notebook in the church library. If any 

additional information is desired, every 

elder on Session is willing to answer 

questions. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

Memorials Received During  
August 2017 
 

A gift to the Children’s Ministry Fund for Summer 

Music Camp: 

 ~in memory of Lorry Lyngstad: Ruth & Rod 

 Parry; Gayle & Angie Nelson 

 

Gifts to the Memorial Fund: 

 ~in memory of Harold Sankey: Earl & Kathy 

 Kemp; Rosella Sankey 

 ~ in memory of Violet Jensen: Paul & Deb 

 Sandberg; Country Club Estates Homeowners 

 Association 

 

Gifts to the Handbell Fund for rolling bell cases: 

 ~in memory of Lorry Lyngstad: Joan Clark; 

 Robert & Ruth Metcalf;  Michael Weflen & 

 Colleen Hatcher-Weflen; Mel Tibbetts 

 

A gift to the Children’s Ministry Fund: 

 ~in memory of Lorry Lyngstad: David & Mary 

 Tidwell 

 

A gift to Pioneer Camp: 

 ~in memory of Bruce Meyer: Doug & Carol 

 Raker 

Honoraria Received During  
August 2017 
 

Gifts to the Music Ministry Fund: 

 ~in honor of Marty Braithwaite’s 91st birthday:  

 Terry Yeager, MD; Mindy Braithwaite; Joyce & 

 Karel VanderLugt; Judy & George Regan 

Thank you to Julie Thomas! 

The Membership Ministry Committee would like to 

thank Julie Thomas for her work on the committee the 

past several years. Julie has moved to Iowa and the 

committee will miss her leadership very much. 



 

 

8. BIRTHDAY HIGHLIGHT 

EVENTS / NEWS / MISCELLANEOUS 

Our interview for October is with Margaret Jones, who 

will be celebrating birthday number 92 on Oct 29th. 

 

Margaret has lived all over the world, raised 9 children, and 

traveled 49 states in an RV… and Margaret is turning 92 

this year! Here is what she was so kind to share with all of 

us at First Presbyterian Church. 

 

Q: W hat do you attribute your long life to?   

A: Par tly genes, par tly staying active. 

 

Q: W hat is your favorite church memory? 

A: The minister  I had when I was young was a good 

story teller. Even at a young age I listened well to his 

sermons because he was so easy to pay attention to. I still 

remember that minister well. 

 

Q: W hat is the best advice you could give all of us here 

at First Pres? 

A: Try to follow the things Chr ist taught us. And try to 

follow it with each other. 

 

 

 

Q: W hat is the most important thing you have learned 

in the last 92 years? 

A: They are all in the Bible. It tells you how to live your  

life, whether you live a short one or a long one. 

 

Q: W hat is your favorite church tradition? 

A: The candle light service on Chr istmas Eve. Every 

place I have lived in has had one and I have always loved 

going to it. 

 
 

Margaret Jones would like to express appreciation to the 

following people who have furnished  transportation  to 

take part in activities and worship at FPC: Earl and Kathy 

Kemp, Lisa Tunge, Judy Little, Vee Severtson, Jim and Sue 

Parker, Ruth Barlow, Diane Helin, Anita Braunschmidt , & 

Shirley Olson. 

Come try tasty food prepared by some of FPC’s own 

chefs and support a good cause! 

 

On October 15, immediately following the Annual 

Congregational Meeting, the Honduras Vision Team is 

sponsoring a cook-off. Lunch will be served in the 

Covenant Center. Several different entrées created by 

your fellow church members will be accompanied by side 

dishes and dessert. You will have a chance to vote for 

your favorite entrée and a prize will be awarded to the 

winning chef. 

 

A suggested contribution will be requested at the door 

with all proceeds going to support our mission work in 

Honduras. You will also have an opportunity to order 

copies of some of the best of the pictures that have been 

taken on previous trips to Honduras. 

 

Come and be fed! 

Battle of the Chefs 

Check out the new and improved Presbytery of South 

Dakota newsletter at: www.presbyteryofsd.org/newsong/ 

Presbytery of SD Newsletter 

Dr. Hitchcock’s Adult Education class, History of 

Heaven, is available to watch online in five sessions at 

the following link: 

 

https://sfseminary.hosted.panopto.com/Panopto/Pages/

Sessions/List.aspx?folderID=491adb65-dad0-4540-bf65-

0b1f73f90b20   

History of Heaven Videos 

Christian churches around the globe celebrate the 

sacrament of communion as one on World Wide 

Communion Sunday on October 1st.  

 

This special Sunday provides an opportunity for us to share 

in peacemaking through the Peace and Justice Special 

Offering. This offering is shared with PCUSA for 

international and national directives, as well as regional 

initiatives. 25% of the congregational offering may be used 

for local projects. The mission Team has determined that 

our local portion be directed to Phillips House, which 

provides shelter and opportunities for those who are leaving 

the bondage of human trafficking. This is our opportunity to 

provide justice and hope to others. 

World Wide Communion Sunday 



 

 

OCTOBER CALENDAR 9. 

Sun, Oct 1 
8:30am Traditional Communion Worship Service 

 followed by Coffee Fellowship 

 (Sanctuary) 
9:40am 1st Steps 5 Yrs-Kindergarten (Room 112) 

9:40am Adult Ed (Lounge) 

9:40am Creator's Kids (Room 106, Room 107, 
 Room 108, Room 109 (The Void), Room 

 111) 

9:40am Middle School Sunday School (Room 202) 
9:40am High School Sunday School (Room 201) 

9:40am 1st Steps - 3 & 4 Yr Olds (Room 115) 

9:40am Confirmation Class (Room 205) 
11:00am Contemporary Communion Worship Service 

 (Sanctuary) 

12:30pm Korean Presbyterian Fellowship (Room 
 101, Room 104-lower/main kitchen, Room 

 214 Choir Room) 

2:00pm The Way (Room 214 Choir Room) 
 

Mon, Oct 2 

9:15am Kingdom Kids (Room 233) 
10:30am Kindermusik (Room 113-Kindermusik) 

11:00am Women's Study Group (Memorial Room) 

4:15pm Kindermusik (Room 113-Kindermusik) 
 

Tues, Oct 3 
8:30am Staff Meeting (Room 212) 

8:45am Bell Chorale Bible Study (Room 206- 

 Reflection Room) 
9:45am Bell Chorale (Room 213 Belfry) 

4:45pm Kindermusik (Room 113-Kindermusik) 

6:00pm Keeping Kids Safe in Today's World (Room 
 101) 

7:00pm Pickleball (Covenant Center) 

 

Wed, Oct 4 

7:30am Collision (Room 101) 

9:30am Kindermusik (Room 113-Kindermusik) 
4:00pm Dow Rummel Communion Worship (Off-Site) 

5:30pm WNL! Meals (Room 101, Room 104 -lower/

 main kitchen) 
6:00pm WNL! Youth Group (Room 201, Room 202) 

6:15pm WNL Adult Study (Room 204) 

6:15pm WNL! Kids Club Family Night (Kid Min 
 Room) 

6:30pm Praise Band Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

7:30pm Sanctuary Choir (Room 214 Choir Room) 
 

Thurs, Oct 5 

4:00pm Kindermusik (Room 113-Kindermusik) 
4:00pm Connection Recovery Support Group (Room 

 205) 

6:30pm Congregational Care & Wellness (Room 206-
 Reflection Room) 

7:00pm Deacon's Meeting (Lounge) 

 

Fri, Oct 6 

9:30am Edison/Lincoln Moms in Prayer (Room 206-

 Reflection Room) 
12:30pm Church is Closed 

 

Sat, Oct 7 
6:00pm The Way (Room 214 Choir Room) 

 

Sun, Oct 8 
8:30am Traditional Worship Service followed by 

 Coffee Fellowship (Sanctuary) 

9:40am Middle School Sunday School (Room 202) 
9:40am High School Sunday School (Room 201) 

9:40am Confirmation Class (Room 205) 

9:40am Adult Ed (Lounge) 
9:40am 1st Steps - 2 Yr Olds (Room 233, Rooms 231 

 & 232) 

9:40am 1st Steps - 3 & 4 Yr Olds (Room 115) 

9:40am 1st Steps 5 Yrs-Kindergarten (Room 112) 
9:40am Creator's Kids (Room 106, Room 107, Room 

 108, Room 109 (The Void), Room 111 

9:40am 1st Steps - 2 Year Olds (Room 233, Rooms 
 231 & 232) 

11:00am Contemporary Worship Service (Sanctuary) 

12:30pm Korean Presbyterian Fellowship (Room 
 101, Room 104 -lower/main kitchen, 

 Room 214 Choir Room) 

1:30pm Korean Presbyterian Fellowship (Room 101, 
 Room 104-lower/main kitchen) 

2:00pm The Way (Room 214 Choir Room) 

 

Mon, Oct 9 

9:15am Kingdom Kids (Room 233) 

10:30am Kindermusik (Room 113- Kindermusik) 
11:00am Women's Study Group (Memorial Room) 

4:15pm Kindermusik (Room 113-Kindermusik) 

4:45pm Finance Ministry Team (Room 212) 
 

Tues, Oct 10 

8:30am Staff Meeting (Room 212) 
8:45am Bell Chorale Bible Study (Room 206- 

 Reflection Room) 

9:15am Kingdom Kids (Room 233) 
9:45am Bell Chorale (Room 213 Belfry) 

4:45pm Kindermusik (Room 113-Kindermusik) 
6:30pm Session Stated Meeting (Room 206- 

 Reflection Room) 

7:00pm Pickleball (Covenant Center) 
 

Wed, Oct 11 

7:30am Collision (Room 101) 
9:30am Kindermusik (Room 113-Kindermusik) 

3:30pm Christ Care Group (Memorial Room) 

5:30pm WNL! Meals (Room 101, Room 104 -lower/
 main kitchen) 

6:00pm WNL! Youth Group (Room 201, Room 202) 

6:15pm WNL Adult Study (Room 204) 
6:15pm WNL! Kids Club Family Night (Kid Min 

 Room) 

6:30pm Praise Band Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 
7:30pm Sanctuary Choir (Room 214 Choir Room) 

 

Thurs, Oct 12 
9:15am Kingdom Kids (Room 233) 

11:30am Knit2gether (Memorial Room) 

1:00pm In His Steps (Lounge) 
4:00pm Kindermusik (Room 113-Kindermusik) 

4:00pm Connection Recovery Support Group 

 (Room 205) 
6:30pm Heartland Handbells (Room 213 

 Belfry) 

7:00pm Presbyterian Readers Group (Memorial 
 Room) 

 

Fri, Oct 13 
9:30am Edison/Lincoln Moms in Prayer (Room 

 206-Reflection Room) 

12:30pm Church is Closed 
 

Sat, Oct 14 

8:00am Habitat Workday! Watch for details (Off-Site) 
9:00am Baby Shower (Room 101, Room 104 - 

 lower/main kitchen) 

6:00pm The Way (Room 214 Choir Room) 
 

Sun, Oct 15 

9:15am 1st Steps - 3 & 4 Yr Olds (Room 115) 
9:15am Peace Circle (Room 101, Room 104 - lower/

 main kitchen) 

9:15am 1st Steps 5 Yrs-Kindergarten (Room 112) 
9:15am Middle School Sunday School (Room 

 202) 

9:15am Confirmation Class (Room 205) 

9:15am High School Sunday School (Room 
 201) 

9:15am Creator's Kids (Room 106, Room 107, 

 Room 108, Room 109 (The Void), Room 
 111) 

9:15am Coffee Fellowship (Chapel) 

10:30am Combined Worship Service 
 (Sanctuary) 

11:30am Annual Congregational Meeting 

 (Sanctuary) 
Following Meeting-Battle of the Chefs 

12:00pm Youth Ministry Team (Room 206- 

 Reflection Room) 
12:30pm Korean Presbyterian Fellowship 

 (Room 101, Room 104-lower/main 

 kitchen, Room 214 Choir Room) 
2:00pm The Way (Room 214 Choir Room) 

 

Mon, Oct 16 
9:15am Kingdom Kids (Room 233) 

10:30am Kindermusik (Room 113-Kindermusik) 

11:00am Women's Study Group (Memorial Room) 
12:00pm Children's Ministry Team (Room 

 206-Reflection Room) 

4:15pm Kindermusik (Room 113-Kindermusik) 
 

Tues, Oct 17 
8:30am Staff Meeting (Room 212) 

8:45am Bell Chorale Bible Study (Room 206- 

 Reflection Room) 
9:15am Kingdom Kids (Room 233) 

9:45am Bell Chorale (Room 213 Belfry) 

4:45pm Kindermusik (Room 113-Kindermusik) 
7:00pm Pickleball (Covenant Center) 

7:00pm In His Steps Support Meeting (Chapel) 

 

Wed, Oct 18 

7:30am Collision (Room 101) 

9:30am Kindermusik (Room 113-Kindermusik) 
5:30pm WNL! Meals (Room 101, Room 104 - lower/

 main kitchen) 

6:00pm WNL! Youth Group (Room 201, Room 202) 
6:15pm WNL! Kids Club Family Night (Kid Min 

 Room) 

6:15pm WNL Adult Study (Room 204) 
6:30pm Building & Grounds Meeting (Room 212) 

6:30pm Praise Band Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

7:30pm Sanctuary Choir (Room 214 Choir Room) 
 

Thurs, Oct 19 

9:15am Kingdom Kids (Room 233) 
9:30am Faith Circle Meeting (Room 205) 

9:30am Hope Circle (Lounge) 

12:00pm Joy Circle (Room 205) 
12:30pm Wisdom Circle (Lounge) 

1:30pm Patience Circle (Room 206-Reflection Room) 

4:00pm Kindermusik (Room 113-Kindermusik) 
4:00pm Connection Recovery Support Group (Room 

 205) 

5:30pm Personnel Ministry Team Meeting (Room 
 212) 

6:00pm Adult Education Ministry Team (Room 206 

 Reflection Room) 
6:30pm Heartland Handbells (Room 213 Belfry) 

6:30pm Charity Circle (Lounge) 

 

Fri, Oct 20 

9:30am Edison/Lincoln Moms in Prayer (Room 206-

 Reflection Room) 
12:30pm Church is Closed 

 

Sat, Oct 21 
9:00am The Way Workshop (Room 212) 

6:00pm The Way (Room 214 Choir Room) 



 

 

Madalyn McQuistan  10/?? 

Becky Hillestad   10/01 

Kathryn Karpiuk   10/01 

Megan Strong   10/01 

Nick Thoelke   10/01 

Teri Dickmeyer   10/02 

Jeanette Horn   10/02 

Rebekka Hutchinson  10/02 

Ed Revell    10/02 

Ruth Barlow   10/03 

Hilary Newby   10/03 

Connor Rombough   10/03 

Althea Hofer   10/04 

Kristie Vortherms   10/04 

Sarah Berghorst   10/05 

John Donahue   10/05 

Danny Reynolds   10/05 

Sophie Tower   10/05 

Brad Larson   10/07 

Jack Gulden   10/08 

Michael Hausman   10/08 

Thomas Schnabel   10/08 

Ian Elkins   10/09 

Sue Harsh   10/09 

Lynnette Olson   10/09 

Sue Tower   10/09 

Lucas Vortherms   10/09 

Nora Knippling   10/10 

Lori Rypkema   10/10 

Jodie Thorson   10/10 

Parker Vink   10/10 

Harold Waite   10/10 

Celestin Kabasele   10/11 

Charles Ostrowski   10/11 

Maya Parry   10/11 

Alice Lubeck   10/13 

Jacob Newcomb   10/13 

Alyssa Ullrich   10/13 

Andrew Unruh   10/13 

JoLynn Hausman   10/14 

Erik Olson   10/14 

Tom Reaves   10/14 

Jesse Bien   10/15 

Daniel Kuchta   10/15 

Denzel Busick   10/16 

Bryson Esser   10/16 

Patty Grady   10/16 

Megan Schoon   10/16 

Deb Thoelke   10/16 

Kalette Hutchinson   10/17 

Todd Flatequal   10/18 

Deb Jarding   10/18 

Cadence Jorgensen   10/18 

Cash Martin   10/18 

Patrick Kearney   10/19 

Reid West   10/19 

Camron Amundson   10/20 

Robert Elliott   10/20 

Shane Griffin   10/21 

Elaine Widman   10/21 

Dave Widness   10/21 

Jeremy Blue   10/22 

LaRae Elliott   10/22 

Heather Haushild   10/22 

Grady Costello   10/23 

Bobby Grady   10/23 

Andy McQuistan   10/23 

Ellie Parry   10/23 

Sara Groth   10/24 

Kristen Kelley   10/24 

Jared Klinkenborg   10/24 

Corey Vilhauer   10/24 

Brenna Vink   10/24 

Ellen Hamilton   10/25 

Summer Hoffman   10/26 

Sue Holmes   10/26 

Carrie Ostrowski   10/26 

Joseph Thompson   10/26 

Cindy Bailey   10/28 

Forrest Miller   10/28 

Josh Olson   10/28 

James Tucker   10/28 

Dempster Christenson  10/29 

Nikki Flatequal   10/29 

Margaret Jones   10/29 

Harriet Skillman   10/29 

Josiah Kelley   10/30 

Lynette Kuchta   10/30 

Melissa Nielsen   10/30 

Lori Rickenbaugh   10/30 

Emily Wells   10/30 

Kaleb Johnson   10/31 

Suzannah Spencer   10/31 

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 

10. OCTOBER CALENDAR (continued) 

Sun, Oct 22 
8:30am Traditional Worship Service & Baptism 

 followed by Coffee Fellowship 

 (Sanctuary) 
9:40am 1st Steps - 2 yr olds (Room 233, Rooms 231 

 & 232) 

9:40am High School Sunday School (Room 201) 
9:40am Middle School Sunday School (Room 202) 

9:40am Creator's Kids (Room 106, Room 107, Room 

 108, Room 109 (The Void), Room 111 
9:40am 1st Steps 5 Yrs-Kindergarten (Room 112) 

9:40am Confirmation Class (Room 205) 

9:40am 1st Steps - 3 & 4 Yr Olds (Room 115) 
9:40am Adult Ed (Lounge) 

11:00am Contemporary Worship Service (Sanctuary) 

12:30pm Korean Presbyterian Fellowship (Room 
 101, Room 104-lower/main kitchen, Room 

 214 Choir Room) 

2:00pm The Way (Room 214 Choir Room) 
4:00pm Senior Event (Room 101, Room 104-lower 

 main kitchen) 

 

Mon, Oct 23 
10:30am Kindermusik (Room 113-Kindermusik) 

11:00am Women's Study Group (Memorial Room) 
4:15pm Kindermusik (Room 113-Kindermusik) 

 

Tues, Oct 24 

8:30am Staff Meeting (Room 212) 

8:45am Bell Chorale Bible Study (Room 206-
 Reflection Room) 

9:15am Kingdom Kids (Room 233) 

9:45am Bell Chorale (Room 213 Belfry) 
4:00pm PW Coordinating Team Meeting (Lounge) 

4:45pm Kindermusik (Room 113-Kindermusik) 

 

5:30pm Mission Team Meeting (Room 206-Reflection 
 Room) 

7:00pm Pickleball (Covenant Center) 

 

Wed, Oct 25 

7:30am Collision (Room 101) 

9:30am Kindermusik (Room 113-Kindermusik) 
5:30pm Membership Ministry Meeting (Room 206-

 Reflection Room) 

5:30pm WNL! Meals (Room 101, Room 104-lower 
 main kitchen) 

6:00pm WNL! Youth Group (Room 201, Room 202) 

6:15pm WNL! Kids Club Family Night (Kid Min 
 Room) 

6:15pm WNL Adult Study (Room 204) 

6:30pm Praise Band Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 
7:30pm Sanctuary Choir (Room 214 Choir Room) 

 

Thurs. Oct 26 
9:15am Kingdom Kids (Room 233) 

11:30am Knit2gether (Memorial Room) 

4:00pm Connection Recovery Support Group (Room 
 205) 

4:00pm Kindermusik (Room 113-Kindermusik) 

7:00pm Presbytery (Room 205) 
 

Fri, Oct 27 
9:30am Edison/Lincoln Moms in Prayer (Room 206-

 Reflection Room) 

12:30pm Church is Closed 
9:00pm “Mansion Mystery”  MS Lock-In (Covenant 

 Center, Room 201, Room 202) 

 

Sat, Oct 28 

9:30am Elder Development Workshop (Lounge) 

10:00am Clerk of Session Training (Room 212) 

6:00pm The Way (Room 214 Choir Room) 

 

Sun, Oct 29  Heritage Sunday 

8:30am Traditional Worship Service followed by 
 Coffee Fellowship (Sanctuary) 

8:30am Baptism of Clara Renee Ullrich (Sanctuary) 

9:40am Confirmation Class (Room 205) 
9:40am Middle School Sunday School (Room 202) 

9:40am High School Sunday School (Room 201) 

9:40am 1st Steps - 3 & 4 Yr Olds (Room 115) 
9:40am Adult Ed (Lounge) 

9:40am Creator's Kids (Room 106, Room 107, Room 

 108, Room 109 (The Void), Room 111 
9:40am 1st Steps 5 Yrs-Kindergarten (Room 112) 

11:00am Contemporary Worship Service (Sanctuary) 

12:30pm Korean Presbyterian Fellowship (Room 
 101, Room 104-lower/main kitchen, Room 

 214 Choir Room) 

2:00pm The Way (Room 214 Choir Room) 
 

Mon, Oct 30 

9:00am Foot Care Clinic (Room 205, Room 206-
 Reflection Room) 

9:15am Kingdom Kids (Room 233) 

10:30am Kindermusik (Room 113-Kindermusik) 
11:00am Women's Study Group (Memorial Room) 

4:15pm Kindermusik (Room 113-Kindermusik) 
 

Tues, Oct 31 

8:30am Staff Meeting (Room 212) 
8:45am Bell Chorale Bible Study (Room 206-

 Reflection Room) 

9:15am Kingdom Kids (Room 233) 
9:45am Bell Chorale (Room 213 Belfry) 

4:45pm Kindermusik (Room 113-Kindermusik) 

7:00pm Pickleball (Covenant Center) 


