
 

 

Last month many 

of you selected a 

post-it note from 

the narthex 

portraying a 

word that you 

wanted to focus 

on throughout 

the weeks following Easter Sunday.  

Many of you shared the various places 

where you placed your particular 

word.  Some of you placed it beside 

your bed; it was the first thing you saw 

when awoke and the last thing before 

turning out the lights.  A few of you 

affixed it to your bathroom mirror and 

others found a spot somewhere near 

your desk.     

I also encouraged you to reflect on the 

people in your lives and identify a 

“word” to share with them.   I heard 

from one person how she had placed 

an extra post-it note in her purse “just 

in case.”  While at work one day, a co-

worker shared about his personal 

struggles and challenging family 

circumstances.  He stated that he 

believed in God, but he also expressed 

feeling discouraged and tired.  From 

her purse, this person gave her co-

worker a post-it note with the word 

“peace” and she stated that she would 

be praying for him.  The man looked at 

the note and a tear rolled down his 

cheek.  It mattered that someone 

would take the time to listen to his 

struggle and pray for him.   

I think about how during difficult 

times in life, various people took time 

to listen to me.  How someone simply 

taking even 2 or 3 minutes to hear 

about my life and pain made my 

burden just a little easier to bear.  

Afterwards, I wouldn’t feel as alone; 

another person knew my struggle.  I 

felt heard and somehow I also felt 

heard by God.  It then became just a 

bit easier to trust that God was with 

me while I endured that particular 

hardship.   

For a good portion of summer, 

worship will explore the topic of 

“Listening to Jesus.”  We will identify 

several scriptures of Jesus’ teaching 

and discuss what those words mean to 

us.  As we pay better attention to 

Jesus’ words and listen for the Spirit’s 

voice, my hope is that we also become 

better listeners to people around us.   

 

Faithfully, 

Rev. Nathan Esser  
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MINISTRY  2. 

Last month we 

celebrated Pentecost 

and the sending of 

the Spirit to 

empower God’s 

people to join God in 

reconciling the 

world. We also 

celebrated the 135th 

anniversary of First 

Presbyterian Church! In 1883, when still the 

Dakota Territory, 13 men and women 

gathered in the basement of the Methodist 

Church and formally organized First 

Presbyterian Church, Dakota Territory. The 

Spirit was on the move and these courageous 

men and women responded by taking the bold 

step of establishing a church in the new 

frontier!  

 

I have often wondered if those 13 men and 

women had any idea what the future might 

hold for them and the fledgling church they 

just founded. Would they ask themselves, “I 

wonder what Sioux Falls and First 

Presbyterian Church will look like 20 years 

from now.” Where was the Spirit of God and 

their own imaginations leading them? 

 

First Presbyterian Church has been filled with 

the Holy Spirit for 135 years and the Spirit 

that came then is the same Spirit that fills us 

and empowers us today. What is ahead for 

FPC? Where is the Spirit leading? Where is 

God at work in our neighborhood? I want to 

invite you to imagine Sioux Falls and First 

Presbyterian Church in twenty years. What do 

you imagine? This is not a rhetorical question, 

this is a participation question. I’m serious, I 

want you to imagine Sioux Falls and FPC in 

twenty years. What do you imagine? Be bold! 

Discuss this question with your spouse, your 

kids, your friends, your coworkers, your 

school buddies. Imagine Sioux Falls and FPC 

in twenty years and share with me what you 

are imagining.  

Send me an email at: 

pathammond@fpcsiouxfalls.org or grab a 

pencil and pad of paper and write down what 

you are imagining and drop that off at the 

church office, or slide it under my office door, 

or hand it to me on a Sunday morning or 

when you see me during the week, or join me 

for a cup of coffee or chai latte. The Spirit is 

on the move and God is at work out ahead of 

us – anything is possible! Don’t lose your 

imagination! This is an exciting time in the 

life of FPC and we get to be part of what 

comes next.  

 

With God out ahead of us leading the way, I 

can only imagine what Sioux Falls and FPC 

will look like in twenty years! God is at work 

and we get to join in and come along side 

what God is already up to! Thanks be to God! 

 

On this journey with you! 

Pastor Pat 

DON’T LOSE YOUR IMAGINATION  

SUMMER STRESS 

I thought I would share one of my favorite 

devotions from a couple years ago when I was 

in the heat of a very busy summer with all five 

of my children.  This fell at my feet the other 

day while I was cleaning out my file cabinet at 

home.  It served as a good reminder to me as I 

journey into yet another busy summer!  

Blessings, peace and joy to all of you this 

summer season! 

—Jana Elkins 

 

How to Survive the Stress of Summer 

Tracie Miles, Crosswalk Devotions 

 

"The LORD gives his people strength. The 

LORD blesses them with peace." Psalm 29:11 (NLT) 

 

The threat of summer craziness was becoming a 

reality. I settled in a chair at my kitchen table, 

surrounded by the clutter of information sheets 

regarding work obligations, sports practices, 

mission trips and church activities. Pulling out 

my family calendar, I mapped out the summer 

months. 

After writing down all our commitments, I stared 

at the endless scribbles etched across practically 

every date. We had only one free week during the 

entire summer. With a heavy sigh and swirling 

thoughts, I felt a twinge of stress and anxiety 

slowly rising up in my chest. 

I couldn’t help but wonder, Isn’t summer 

supposed to be footloose and fancy-free? What 

happened to sleeping in and time to rest and 

unwind? Are relaxing summer days merely a thing 

of the past? 

 

Instead, now it seems like summers are filled 

with days when the kids get bored and whiny, 

camps get cancelled, work gets in the way of 

vacation plans, the AC goes out, and traffic is 

horrendous. 

We have more and more days when we lose our 

patience or harbor a bad attitude, or have had 

quite enough of "family time." Days when we feel 

powerless against the exhaustion of our busy 

schedules and stress rules the roost. 

 

It may seem that easy summers are long gone. 

However, we can make it through the hectic days 

and stay at peace despite the chaos. In today’s 

key verse, God promises He will help us with 

whatever we face: "The LORD gives his people 

strength. The LORD blesses them with 

peace" (Psalm 29:11). 

There are several keys to God’s peace overriding 

the mayhem. When we remember to focus on 

God’s sweet goodness, instead of all the scribbles 

on our calendar, we can proactively manage our 

summertime. We can receive God’s calm, even in 

a busy and sometimes stressful time of the year. 

 

Here are some practical tips to keep summer 

stress at bay: 

-Focus on all the good things God has done for us 

so far this year, instead of the challenges of the 

summer months. 

-Remain calm and pray for God's peace when the 

demands of family and life seem overwhelming. 

-Ask God to give us rest and strength when we 

begin to feel stretched thin and worn out. 

-Take daily mini-vacations. Try to set aside at least 

five minutes per hour to stretch and take a break, 

and stay committed to your time in God’s Word 

each day! 

-When you take days off from your work or daily 

routine, unplug completely — meaning no phone or 

emails. 

-Keep a checklist or a detailed calendar of all 

scheduled activities so you can stay organized and 

less stressed. 

-Do something for yourself once a week: take a 

bubble bath, read a good book, spend time outdoors 

or take a nap. 

 

Busyness and stress can heat up quicker than the 

summer sun. But it is possible to stay cool on the 

inside. Whether we are low in spirit or low in 

energy, depending on God and seeking a daily 

infusion of His strength and peace can ensure a 

less stressful summer. 

 

Dear God, sometimes I allow the chaos of summer 

to distract me from spending time with You. I 

neglect to claim Your peace and allow myself to get 

bogged down with the stressors of the season. I get 

frustrated with my children, rather than treasuring 

this time with them. Help me focus on You when I 

begin to feel overcommitted and to seek Your peace 

with each rising sun. In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 



 

 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 3. 

VBS REGISTRATION DEADLINE IS JUNE 22 
   
In order to ensure supplies and staffing for our students, 

you MUST preregister by June 22nd! 

 
VBS Leaders—Consider being a VBS leader—4 Teachers and 16 

crew leaders are still needed to minister to the 170 kids we 

anticipate.  To learn more call Kate Hruby 376-5907 or Kathie 

Douma 336-2886. 

 
VBS Snacks—Watch for VBS snack needs on the VBS bulletin 

board during the month of June.  You can help us feed 200 

hungry people at VBS by purchasing specific items.   

 
Special thanks to the many volunteers who worked at the 

VBS decorating work nights held in May: In addition, 

workers from four additional churches helped to create the 

Shipwrecked set and decorations. 

   
VBS Decoration Transportation—Thursday June 14 at 8:30 

pm at First Christian Reformed Church on E. 26th St.  This is the 

night we move all the decorations that we share to FPC.  It 

usually takes us about an hour and a half.  This year we have big 

decorations and could use a big enclosed trailer or two.  

 

LITURGICAL DANCE CAMP 
 
Liturgical Dance Camp will meet June 5-8 and dance during 

worship on Sunday, June 10.  Come and be inspired! 

 

HELPERS NEEDED 
 
The Children’s Ministry Team is interested in doing a Sports 

Camp or series of fun game days this summer.  If you are 

interested in helping to plan and lead this kind of activity, 

please contact Kathie Douma.   

 

SUMMER TAKE-OUT BOXES 
 
Check out the ‘Church Take-Out Boxes’ if your family will be 

away from church.  These boxes are filled with simple activities, 

a Bible story, prayer cube, and even a flat Jesus—all designed to 

help families remember that God goes with you.  Boxes will be 

available for check-out in the church library in June. 

 

MUSIC CAMP PERFORMANCE 

DANNY AND THE SHACKS  
 

Friday, June 15 at 7:00 pm 

 

28 kids from 3rd grade through 8th grade will sing, dance 

and perform this high-octane story after only 5 days at 

camp.  

The annual FPC Music Camp (June 11-18 for children grades 

3-8) is an amazing experience for our FPC young people and 

for the others who come as a part of our church’s outreach.  

Music camp is a super-charged week of singing, acting, 

devotions, etc.  “Danny and the Shacks” tells the story of  4 

young Hebrew men who have a band, with a storyline that is 

fantastic and faith affirming! 

 

We are so blessed to have Kathie Douma and Ann Weflen, 

with many others who serve, dedicated to this wonderful 

opportunity for children! 

 

Please support this FPC event, and the children and adults 

who have worked so hard to make it happen, by coming to 

the performance of: 

 

DANNY and the SHACKS  

Friday, June 15 at 7:00 pm 

FPC Sanctuary 
 

Your attendance will be greatly appreciated! 



 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY  /  www.fpcsiouxfalls.org/youth 4. 

The youth mission trip is in progress. 

They are to Load ‘em UP and Head On 

Out on Saturday, June 2nd. Noah 

Amundson-Reiter, Asher Griess, Zach 

Horr, Lauren Hruby, Olivia Hruby, Ivy 

Johnson, Henry Johnson, Brooke 

Kelliher, Ellie Parry, Miah Simmons, 

Rebecca Small, and Shaeylyn Wartner 

are accompanied by Earl Kemp, Misty 

Small and Kate Hruby.  

 

The group will be spending the week 

from June 2 to June 9 in Nashville, TN. 

Please plan to attend the worship service 

on Sunday, June 17th to hear about their 

experiences. Those who purchased 

“stock” in this venture will be treated to 

a “Stockholder’s Dinner” on Wednesday, 

June 20th. If you are a “Stockholder”, 

please RSVP to the church office.  

 

The trip to Valley Fair is scheduled for 

Wednesday, June 27th.  Please call the 

church office (336-2886) or online at: 

 

www.fpcsiouxfalls.org/youth  

 

Registration is due by Wednesday, June 

13th. This is an activity that might be 

fun for friends as well.   

 

The Middle School Mission Stay is 

scheduled for July 26-29. The 

registration due date is July 1st. Plans 

will include volunteer experiences at 

local mission agencies, but time for FUN 

is also scheduled.  Again, if individual 

congregation members  are interested in 

having our middle schoolers assist with 

some minor projects, please call Ruth 

Parry (332-3963). We will be glad to 

provide help if the schedule can 

accommodate it. The sign-up sheets are 

in the PresbYouth Communication Hub 

basket in the office as well as online.   

 

All Middle and High School students are 

encouraged to help with Vacation Bible 

School during the week of July 9-13.  

Please sign up near the sanctuary.  

Questions may be directed to Kathie 

Douma.  As the theme is “Shipwrecked”,  

these young people may be the “rescue 

squad” bringing lifeboats.  

 

Additional activities for July and August 

will be listed online: 

 

www.fpcsiouxfalls.org/youth 

 

 

Ruth Parry and Kate Hruby 

 

 

Ruth: (605)376-5073  |  rparry1805@aol.com  

Kate: (605)376-5907  |  bkhruby4@gmail.com  

YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS 



 

 

1. The Special Feature for June is “Martyrs 

and Saints.” We have both purchased 

and received donated books which fall 

under this category. Come check them out. 

 

2. The featured New Fiction is Home by 

Ginny L. Yttrup. Melanie and Craig are 

married but heading in opposite directions. 

Will they find their way home with God’s 

help? Also watch for several series in the 

coming months, including the Freedom’s 

Path Series by Judith Miller. The trilogy is 

set in historical Kansas in the late 1800’s.  

All new Fiction will all be located on the 

left side of the red cart. 

 

3. The Book Club selections have been 

made. Books will be ordered soon and 

processed as soon as they come in. Feel 

free to get an early start by checking them 

out during your summer reading time. 

 

4. New Non-Fiction titles include 3 books 

by Andy Andrews, who has been called the 

modern day Will Rogers.  Pick up The 

Traveler’ Gift; The Noticer; or Island of 

Saints. And hand-in-hand with the recently 

read/watched Hidden Figures is the untold 

story of the women who helped win World 

War II, titled The Girls of Atomic City  by 

Denise Kiernan. 

 

5. We were able to purchase the Audiobook 

Covenant Child by Terri Blackstock. The story 

involves a family torn apart and the 

questioning of self-worth by the children 

living apart from those who love them. 

This is an inspiring story to hold on to for 

the life God would have us live. Check out 

all of the Audiobooks for your long drives 

this summer. 

 

6. Look for Heaven, God’s Promise for Me 

by Anne Graham Lotz in both the Easy and 

Board Book sections. This is a beautifully 

illustrated book for our youngest ones. 

There will be many new titles on the right 

bookcase. The left bookcase will feature 

books on counting and the alphabet. 

 

7. As always, bring in books, movies, 

paperbacks or cards at any time. If the 

library cannot use them, they will be stored 

for next year’s book sale. 

 

Linda Hubbard 

5. LIBRARY NEWS 

The May Stated Session Meeting was one during which Session 

tackled several important topics. Session had preliminary budget 

discussions, mostly focused on funding line items for the Deacons 

and their teams. Session also worked through the proposed strategic 

plan one more time before adopting it in principal. A few changes, 

mostly in wording, were agreed to. And Session set the structure of 

a search team for a new Director of Youth Ministries. The Personnel 

Ministries Team was asked to find adults and youth willing to serve 

on that search team. 

Congregation members are welcome at any Session meeting.  Any 

concern to be brought before Session should be discussed with the 

moderator (Pastor Nate) or clerk (Claire Gillaspey) prior to the 

meeting so it can be cleared for the agenda. 

 

Full Session minutes can be found in a notebook in the church 

library.  If any additional information is desired, every elder on 

Session is willing to answer questions. 

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 

First of all, a huge thank you to all who 

donated “treasures” for our book/rummage 

sale.  Second, thanks to everyone who set up, 

packed, and worked during the sale, including 

the youth.  It was a huge success.  We were 

thrilled by the money brought in, which will 

enable us to buy many new materials for our 

library.  It also helped church members shed 

items during spring cleaning.   

 

We received many compliments from 

customers.  Some commented about how 

nicely everything was displayed.  Some were 

grateful for the opportunity to make a 

monetary donation instead of adding up each 

of the items.  We do admit the reason for 

donation vs priced was selfish; we just 

couldn’t bring ourselves to spend the time 

pricing each item.  It’s simply too labor 

intensive.   

 

What was most evident during the sale was 

that many people found treasures. I think 

about the gentleman who came in with his 

sons and found the perfect dress shirt.  One 

woman came in with boys and was able to find 

clothes for them.  The most exciting moment 

was when a couple came in.  The man paused 

to chat while his wife went over to the 

children’s books.  She shouted for him to join 

her.  She had found a book they had searched 

for several years.  Her husband was missing 

one Hardy Boys and someone had donated the 

one he needed.  He grinned from ear to ear.  It 

was evident that this event connected with 

the community.  As was suggested by one of 

our volunteers, perhaps this yearly event 

could be a springboard for neighborhood 

outreach.  It’s something to ponder!   

 

In any case, the book sale will occur in April 

next year, but it is uncertain whether we will 

also include rummage again.  The rummage 

sale is labor intensive and begs for a small 

group of people to help “own” it.  Please see 

Ruth or Linda if you and/or a group would like 

to adopt this important library funding 

activity.   

LIBRARY SALE A SUCCESS ON SO MANY LEVELS 

PRESBYTERIAN READERS 

The books have arrived for the One Book South Dakota 

Event in September!  

 

Informing The News by Thomas E. Patterson is available for pick-up in 

the church office.  

This year, Presbyterian Readers is requesting a donation of $1.00 a book 

to help cover the costs. The Humanities Council is requesting that these 

books be returned by our September 13th event.   

 

Please feel free to come and check out a book and join us in September!   



 

 

6. PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 

Our last Bible study for the year has been completed, which means 

activities will be winding down for the summer. That being said, a 

summer mission tea is still in the works so be sure to watch for 

further details. 

 

This will probably be one of the last Messenger articles from me as 

my term as Moderator is coming to a close. Our search team has 

worked very hard to find the next Moderator and Vice Moderator. A 

big thank you goes out to Judy Regan for accepting to serve as 

Moderator and to Anita Braunschmidt and Becky Hillestad for 

accepting to serve as Co-Vice Moderators. Thank you to Rose De 

Jager as well for accepting to serve on the Search Committee. An 

installation service is being planned in the near future so be sure to 

watch the bulletin for further details. In the meantime, if you see 

these ladies, be sure to thank them for their willingness to serve. 

 

I have learned so much during my term as the Moderator for PW. 

Thank you to all those who helped me along the way. 

 

Hope everyone has a wonderful summer!  

 

Janice Hight 

PW Moderator  
 

ADAMS SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 
 

It is with great pleasure that the Adams Scholarship Committee 

reports the following recipients for 2018: 

 

Pat Hammond and Morgan Small 

  

May God continue to bless them in their educational efforts. 

  

Scholarship Committee:  

Julia Lufkins, chair 

Becky Hillestad 

Sue Hanneld 

MEMORIALS & GIFTS 

MEMORIALS RECEIVED DURING 

APRIL 2018 
 
A Gift to the Memorial Fund:  

~in memory of Rick Dawson: Earl & Kathy Kemp 

 

Gifts to the Caring Friends Fund: 

~in memory of Jeanette Horn: Earl & Kathy Kemp; Ruth Barlow; Lois 

 Merritt; Jane Husman; Doug & Carol Raker; Deborah 

 Hoalt; Annette Bonfield; Helen Brody; Paul & Virginia 

 Myres; Pat Boelman 

 

Gifts to the Adams Scholarship Fund: 

~in memory of Rick Dawson: Julie Thomas 

~in memory of Stan Van De Berg: Faith Circle 

Gifts to the Deacon Fund: 

~in memory of David Kirk: Ruth & Rod Parry 

~in memory of Anna Marie Main: Ruth & Rod Parry 

~in memory of Rick Dawson: Ruth & Rod Parry 

~in memory of Stan Van De Berg: Judy & Arlin Rops 

 

A gift to the Library Fund: 

~in memory of Stan Van De Berg: Calvin & Sue Hanneld 

 

 

 

Have you remembered First Presbyterian 

Church in your will? 

2018 GRADUATES 

Congratulations to the Graduates of 2018! 

 

Gabriella Beuckens is the daughter of 

Brian Beuckens and granddaughter of 

Harriet and Harlan Pietz. She graduated 

from West Central High School and plans to 

attend STI to major in Diagnostic Medical 

Sonography after a gap year. 

 

Morgan Brady, the daughter of Pam and 

Kelly Brady, is graduating from WHS and 

plans to go into Early Childhood Education 

at SDSU in the fall. 

 

Quintin Brady graduated from USD with 

a Criminal Justice/Sociology degree and will 

be working for Border Patrol later this year. 

Levi Haushild is the son of Dan and 

Ronda Haushild. He is graduating from 

Lincoln High School and will be attending 

SDSU this fall. 

 

Jared Klinkenborg is graduating from 

Lincoln High School and will be attending 

Dakota State University to major in Digital 

Design. He is the son of Meryl and Kaye 

Klinkenborg and the grandson of Lois 

Merritt. 

 

Shannon Koenders graduated from the 

University of the Incarnate Word, 

Rosenburg School of Optometry on May 11, 

2018 with a Doctor of Optometry degree. 

Dr. Koenders is the daughter of Kari 

Shanard-Koenders. 

Matthew Schott, son of Art and Jodi 

Schott, is graduating from Lincoln High 

School. He will be studying Engineering at 

the University of Minnesota. 

 

Alex Sweatman, the son of Dan 

Sweatman and Connie Sweatman, is 

graduating from Lincoln High School and 

will be attending the University of 

Minnesota. 

 

Sydney Wilson, daughter of Kevin and 

Mary Wilson, is graduating from O’Gorman 

High School. She will be attending SDSU as 

a Biochemistry major. 

 



 

 

7. EVENTS / NEWS / MISCELLANEOUS 

Ron Mattice and Clair Halverson were both nominated for Sioux 

Empire Spirit of Volunteerism Awards in the Lifetime Volunteer 

category! Ron was nominated by The Salvation Army and Clair was 

nominated by Sanford Health. More than 500 people, including local 

community leaders, non-profit agency representatives and business 

executives, turned out Thursday, May 10, for the 2018 awards 

luncheon. The Helpline Center hosted the luncheon at the Sioux Falls 

Convention Center. A total of 77 nominees, all of whom are local 

volunteers, were recognized at the luncheon. The Spirit of 

Volunteerism Awards luncheon is held annually by the Helpline Center 

to honor outstanding volunteers in the Sioux Falls area.    

SPIRIT OF VOLUNTEERISM NOMINEES 

Thanks to the faithful commitment of many dedicated persons 

from First Presbyterian Church, Breakfast at The Banquet was 

very successful. Bacon and eggs were served to nearly 200 

persons, varying in age from 11 weeks to 75. As it was May 1st, 

May Baskets were available to give to all those aged 12 or 

younger.  

 

My thanks to Bob and Sue Tower, Tom and Kathrine Schnabel 

and Rod Parry, who arrived at 5:30 am to begin meal preparation. 

Tom fried 500 eggs, while Bob and Sue were bent over the sink 

scrubbing the cooking pans. Special medals will be awarded at a 

later date.  

 

Arla Peterson, Clair Halverson, Carol Woltjer, Dan Tunge, Linda 

and Jay Kelly, Candace Ulmer, Gayle and Angie Nelson, Jodie 

Thorson, Pam Ephgrave, Earl and Kathy Kemp, Jack Mallek, Ron 

Mattice, Alvina Van Veldhuizen, Anthony Shuheen, and Dominic 

Holquist arrived at 6:30 to assist with serving. My thanks to 

everyone for “getting out of bed before breakfast” and greeting 

the sunrise and guests so willingly.   

  

Ruth Parry 

BANQUET THANK YOU 

A big thank you to Don and Anja Hoekman, Dan, Amy, and Ariel 

Engebretson, and Tracie Pederson Van Briggle for helping me honor 

our nation’s heros by providing pizza and fellowship on May 6th at the 

Sioux Falls VA Medical Center.  We were fortunate to meet and serve 

over 20 Veterans who live in long-term care.  It was a great experience 

to be able to interact with so many Veterans of various wars and 

different branches of service.  We could tell that the Veterans 

appreciated our time and conversation. 

 

We have several opportunities in the future to provide pizza and 

fellowship again that I would love to invite others to participate!  June 

24, July 29, and August 26 (the last Sunday’s of the month).  I would 

encourage anyone interested to contact myself to hear more about this 

opportunity.  There were seven of us serving last time, but the more 

the merrier.  Thank you again for your donations and prayers in 

making this gift to our Veterans. 

 

Jonathan Tilk 

VETERANS EVENT THANK YOU 

Dear Presbyterian Helping Hands, 

Thank you so much for the wonderful works of love you helped with in 

tying all the breast cancer blankets. It’s truly a ministry of “caring” for 

the patients that receive these. Your efforts are such a blessing! 

Donna Dwire 

Gloria Top 

HELPING HANDS THANK YOU 

Ron Mattice and Clair Halverson at the Spirit of Volunteerism Awards on May 10. 

The Membership committee is sponsoring the “flat Jesus” project this 

summer. The goal is for children and adults to realize the presence of 

God—"my presence will go with you.” Jesus can be taken anywhere 

throughout the summer—at the lake, at camp, on vacation, at the park 

or swimming pool or biking. Yes, anywhere! We want to encourage you 

to send your “flat Jesus” snapshots to the church (fpcsiouxfalls.org) for 

posting on the church website and on Facebook. Assist your child or 

grandchild in coloring a “flat Jesus” or color one yourself. The 

possibilities are limitless when you share pictures on Facebook with 

family and friends. Let’s have fun this summer and include Jesus in all 

that you do.  

FLAT JESUS SUMMER PROJECT 



 

 

8. EVENTS / NEWS / MISCELLANEOUS 

In His Steps was pleased to sponsor Dr Jehad Shewar and his wife, Roba and 

10 month old son, to South Dakota for a visit the last week of April. The 

goal was to form a professional relationship with local doctors and 

hospitals. Judy Rops and Christy Reiners, director of HIS, accompanied 

Dr Jahad to various activities. 

 

Dr. Jehad attended the Edith Sanford Breast Center Symposium on 

Friday, April 20th. What an inspiration for him to hear information on 

cancer survivorship, genetics and genomics of breast cancer, among 

other current topics.   

 

On Sunday, Dr Jehad and his family attended church here. It was only 

the second time in his life that he had attended a Christian church 

service. He said he really enjoyed the service and found the congregation 

to be very welcoming. He was able to tell his story to several individuals 

and talk of his plan to build a cancer hospital in Palestine in the West 

Bank. This will directly benefit the women of Palestine who must travel 

to Jerusalem for treatment. Dr Jehad’s own personal story includes the 

loss of his first wife to breast cancer when she was only 27 years old. 

 

On Monday, Dr Jehad toured Ava’s House—the Sanford Hospice facility. 

Lunch was at Sanaa’s, which arranged a TV appearance. Did you see the 

KELO story? Monday afternoon was spent touring Edith Sanford Cancer 

facility. He met with Donna Dwire to talk about breast cancer 

navigation, something IHS is financially supporting. 

 

On both Monday and Tuesday, Dr Jehad was able to be a part of breast 

cancer “care study” meetings at both hospitals. Tuesday evening he gave 

a presentation to IHS at their monthly support meeting. Several FPC 

members enjoyed the information he presented including medical and 

political. Dr Jehad faces many barriers in his work in Palestine. The 

reality of his hardships are at times almost insurmountable.  

Wednesday was spent at Avera assisting Dr Julie Reiland in surgery and 

meeting with oncologists and other surgeons. 

 

Thursday Dr Jehad went to City Hall, met the mayor and toured the 

Sioux River Valley Community Health Center. 

 

Friday, he and his family were able to attend the Muslim Center for 

prayer with Dr Wafa Akkad and her family. Interspersed through all 

these events, were tours of the City and surrounding area. 

 

Dr Jehad said “everyone was so friendly.”  

 

Check out the new IHS website, which will be up and running in the next 

couple of weeks: ihsholyland.org. Prayerfully consider how you might 

help Dr Jehad through IHS. This IHS support group meets monthly at 

either our church or Our Saviors’ Lutheran Church. Financial support is 

greatly appreciated but so are your prayers.       

IN HIS STEPS SPONSORS 

In His Steps: Pathways for Peace is again planning a Quilt Show as 

part of Lennox’s Fourth of July activities this year.  

 

As last year, all kinds of quilts are expected, including vintage and new. 

In addition, a beautiful quilt and wall hanging will be raffled. The items 

to be raffled will be on display here at the church. 

 

There is no entry fee to enter a quilted item. However, each quilt, table 

runner, wall hanging or any other quilted item, must be accompanied 

with a registration form. Registration forms are available in the church 

office and in community quilt shops. 

 

Quilters are encouraged to finish their quilting projects as all quilts 

entered will be different from last year. Those entering will be limited to 

no more than five items.  

 

In His Steps is a non-profit organization, with local support. It is working 

to reduce the incidences of breast cancer in Palestinian women through 

education, printed materials and workshops. IHS meets either here or at 

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church monthly. Educational programs are 

presented as well as prayer and support for Dr Jehad, Palestinian women 

and those working to assist Dr Jehad in building a cancer hospital in the 

West Bank. Dr Jehad was a visitor at FPC in April. 

 

For more information, contact Pat Boelman or Judy Rops. All proceeds 

from the quilt show will be given to In His Steps.  

IN HIS STEPS QUILT SHOW 
Thank you to the generous congregation of FPC! We were asked to 

purchase four books for every First Grader at Laura Wilder Elementary to 

read over the summer. We have done not only that, but in addition, we 

were able to purchase one book for every student in Kindergarten, 2nd, 

3rd, 4th and 5th grade. In total, we raised almost $1000 through the 

children’s offering. Combined with a donation from the Neighborhood 

Care Team and some congregation purchased books, we were able to 

donate over 900 books to the school. These books were presented to 

Nancy Krueger, principal at Laura Wilder, during our Pentecost service 

on May 20th. 

 

Cathy Newcomb 

BOOK DRIVE THANK YOU 



 

 

JUNE CALENDAR 9. 

Fri, June 1 

9:30am Edison/Lincoln Moms in Prayer (Rm 

206) 

 

Sat, June 2 

8:00am HS Mission Trip to TN (Off-Site) 

8:30am Set up for Bridal Shower (Lounge, Upper 

Lounge Kitchen) 

10:00am Bridal Shower for Julie Burggraff 

(Lounge, Upper Lounge Kitchen) 

12:00pm The Way (Rm 214 Choir Rm) 

 

Sun, June 3 

9:30am Summer Worship Service followed by 

Coffee Fellowship (Chapel, Sanctuary) 

12:30pm Korean Presbyterian Fellowship (Rm 

101, Rm 104-main kitchen, Rm 214 Choir Rm) 

 

Mon, June, 4 

6:00pm Leaning on Hope-Breast Cancer 

Support Group  "A Night to Forget" (Covenant 

Center) 

 

Tues, June 5 

8:30am Staff Meeting (Rm 212) 

9:00am Liturgical Dance Camp (Covenant 

Center, Rm 101, Sanctuary) 

1:00pm Liturgical Dance Camp (Covenant 

Center, Rm 101, Sanctuary) 

5:45pm Restorative Hour (Kid Min Rm) 

7:00pm Pickleball (Covenant Center) 

 

Wed, June 6 

9:00am Liturgical Dance Camp (Covenant 

Center, Rm 101, Sanctuary) 

11:00am Walk and Talk at the Western Mall (Off

-Site) 

1:00pm Liturgicall Dance Camp (Covenant 

Center, Rm 101, Sanctuary) 

1:00pm Wednesday Prayer Service for Korean 

Fellowship (Rm 111) 

6:30pm Praise Band Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

 

Thurs, June 7 

9:00am Restorative Hour (Kid Min Rm) 

9:00am Liturgical Dance Camp (Covenant 

Center, Rm 101, Sanctuary) 

1:00pm Liturgicall Dance Camp (Covenant 

Center, Rm 101, Sanctuary) 

1:30pm Memorial Rm Reserved (Memorial Rm) 

1:30pm Ladies Pickleball (Covenant Center) 

3:50pm Small Collision Group (Rm 206) 

4:00pm Connection Recovery Support Group 

(Rm 205) 

5:30pm Neighborhood Care Team (Rm 212) 

5:50pm Fellowship Team (Lounge) 

6:00pm Congregational Care Team (Rm 206) 

 

Fri, June 8 

9:00am Liturgical Dance Camp (Covenant 

Center, Rm 101, Sanctuary) 

9:30am Edison/Lincoln Moms in Prayer (Rm 

206) 

Sat, June 9 

8:00am Habitat Workday! Watch for details (Off

-Site) 

12:00pm The Way (Rm 214 Choir Rm) 

 

Sun, June 10 

9:30am Summer Worship Service with 

Liturgical Dancers, followed by Coffee 

Fellowship (Chapel, Sanctuary) 

9:40am Peace Circle (Rm 101, Rm 104-main 

kitchen) 

10:30am Congregational Meeting (Sanctuary) 

12:30pm Korean Presbyterian Fellowship (Rm 

101, Room 104-main kitchen, Rm 214 Choir 

Rm) 

2:00pm The Way (Rm 214 Choir Rm) 

 

Mon, June 11 

HS Mission Group Returns 

9:00am Music Camp (Covenant Center, Rm 

101, Rm 104-main kitchen, Rm 203, Rm 204, 

Rm 214 Choir Rm, Sanctuary) 

11:45am Children's Ministry Team Meeting (Rm 

206) 

4:45pm Finance Ministry Team (Rm 212) 

6:00pm Leaning on Hope-Breast Cancer Bible 

Study & Support Group (Lounge) 

 

Tues, June 12 

8:30am Staff Meeting (Rm 212) 

9:00am Music Camp (Covenant Center, Rm 101, 

Rm 104-main kitchen, Rm 203, Rm 204, Rm 214 

Choir Rm, Sanctuary) 

5:45pm Restorative Hour (Kid Min Rm) 

6:30pm Session Stated Meeting (Rm 206) 

7:00pm Pickleball (Covenant Center) 

 

Wed, June 13 

9:00am Music Camp (Covenant Center, Rm 101, 

Rm 104-main kitchen, Rm 203, Rm 204, Rm 214 

Choir Rm, Sanctuary) 

11:00am Walk and Talk at the Western Mall (Off

-Site) 

3:30pm Christ Care Small Group (Memorial Rm) 

6:30pm Praise Band Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

 

Thurs, June 14 

9:00am Restorative Hour (Kid Min Rm) 

9:00am Music Camp (Covenant Center, Rm 101, 

Rm 104 -main kitchen, Rm 203, Rm 204, Rm 

214 Choir Rm, Sanctuary) 

11:30am Knit2gether (Rm 206-Reflection Rm) 

1:30pm Memorial Rm Reserved (Memorial Rm) 

1:30pm Ladies Pickleball (Covenant Center) 

3:50pm Small Collision Group (Rm 206) 

4:00pm Connection Recovery Support Group 

(Rm 205) 

 

Fri, June 15 

9:00am Music Camp (Covenant Center, Rm 101, 

Room 104-main kitchen, Rm 203, Rm 204, Rm 

214 Choir Rm, Sanctuary) 

7:00pm Music Camp Performance (Lounge, 

Sanctuary) 

 

Sat, June 16 

7:30am Time of Remembrance PEO State 

Convention (Sanctuary) 

12:00pm The Way (Rm 214 Choir Rm) 

5:00pm Wisconsin Youth Group Retreat 

(Covenant Center) 

 

Sun, June 17 

9:30am Summer Worship Service followed by 

Coffee Fellowship (Chapel, Sanctuary) 

12:30pm Korean Presbyterian Fellowship (Rm 

101, Rm 104-main kitchen, Rm 214 Choir Rm) 

2:00pm The Way (Rm 214 Choir Rm) 

 

Mon, June 18 

12:45pm Children's Ministry Team Meeting (Rm 

206) 

6:00pm Leaning on Hope-Breast Cancer Bible 

Study & Support Group (Lounge) 

7:00pm Through the Lens Group Meeting (Rm 

206) 

 

Tues, June 19 

8:30am Staff Meeting (Rm 212) 

5:45pm Restorative Hour (Kid Min Rm) 

7:00pm Pickleball (Covenant Center) 

 

Wed, June 20 

11:00am Walk and Talk at the Western Mall (Off

-Site) 

4:00pm Adult Education Ministry Team (Rm 

206) 

6:00pm Investor's Dinner (Rm 101, Rm 104-

main kitchen) 

6:30pm Praise Band Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

6:30pm Building and Grounds Meeting (Rm 

212) 

 

Thurs, June 21 

9:00am Restorative Hour (Kid Min Rm) 

12:30pm Wisdom Circle (Lounge) 

1:30pm Ladies Pickleball (Covenant Center) 

1:30pm Memorial Rm Reserved (Memorial Rm) 

3:50pm Small Collision Group (Rm 206) 

4:00pm Connection Recovery Support Group 

(Rm 205) 

5:30pm Personnel Ministry Team Meeting (Rm 

212) 

 

Fri, June 22 

No events 

 

Sat, June 23 

12:00pm The Way (Rm 214 Choir Rm) 

5:00pm Wisconsin Youth Group Retreat 

(Covenant Center) 



 

 

McQuistan, Andrew 06/?? 

McQuistan, Joseph  06/?? 

Kruse, Owen  06/01 

Reece, Kayli  06/01 

King, Ryan  06/01 

Brock, Deb  06/01 

Boelman, Pat  06/02 

Bien, Erika  06/02 

Carlson, Jean  06/03 

Kelly, Linda  06/04 

DeWitt, Vicki  06/04 

Castimore, Gail  06/05 

Glanzer, Miller  06/07 

Larson, David  06/08 

Madison, Ashlyn  06/10 

Madison, Brenna  06/10 

Rops, Judy  06/11 

Murschel, Casey  06/11 

Olson, David  06/11 

Kooima, Brayden  06/11 

West, Olivia   06/11 

Ellwein, Sadie  06/11 

Hruby, Lauren  06/11 

Kemp, Earl  06/12 

Van Oort, Katelyn  06/13 

Tunge, Daniel  06/14 

Houser, Betsy  06/14 

Kruse, Jeanne  06/15 

Booth, Julia   06/15 

Flatequal, Paxton   06/16 

Vilhauer, Isaac   06/16 

Draeger, Robert  06/16 

Butler, William   06/16 

Loudon, Dwight   06/17 

Palumbo, Jane   06/17 

Haushild, Ronda   06/17 

Allen, Gary   06/17 

Burggraff, Drew   06/17 

Halvorson, Caleb   06/18 

Flatequal, Clarissa   06/18 

Barnett, Judah   06/18 

Harrison, Benjamin  06/19 

Small, Rebecca  06/19 

Farquhar, Marlene   06/20 

Hammond, Gene   06/20 

Stevens, Christine   06/20 

Reiter, Stephen   06/21 

Madison, Braden  06/21 

Holden, Michele  06/21 

Safar, Danielle  06/21 

Cambern, Jacob   06/21 

Griffin, Sadie   06/22 

Small, Judd   06/22 

Murschel, Dennis   06/23 

Nielsen, Linda   06/24 

Martin, David   06/25 

Hart, Dale   06/25 

Miller, Randy   06/25 

Reaves, Suzannah   06/26 

Putney, Carol   06/26 

Kelliher, Brooke   06/26 

Swart, Kieran   06/26 

Ullrich, Clara   06/26 

Mitchell, Carolyn   06/26 

Pommer, Linda   06/26 

Engebretson, Sam   06/27 

Amundson-Reiter, Johnathon 06/28 

Kelliher, Chris   06/28 

Schnabel, Kathrine   06/29 

Risty, Roger   06/30 

JUNE BIRTHDAYS 

10. JUNE CALENDAR (continued) 

Sun, June 24 

9:30am Summer Worship Service followed by 

Coffee Fellowship (Chapel, Sanctuary) 

10:30am PW Mission Coffee (Chapel) 

12:30pm Korean Presbyterian Fellowship (Rm 

101, Rm 104-main kitchen, Rm 214 Choir Rm) 

2:00pm The Way (Rm 214 Choir Rm) 

 

Mon, June 25 

6:00pm Leaning on Hope-Breast Cancer Bible 

Study & Support Group (Lounge) 

 

Tues, June 26 

8:30am Staff Meeting (Rm 212) 

5:30pm Mission Team Meeting (Rm 206) 

5:45pm Restorative Hour (Kid Min Rm) 

7:00pm Pickleball (Covenant Center) 

 

Wed, June 27 

Youth Trip to Valley Fair 

3:30pm Christ Care Small Group (Memorial 

Rm) 

5:30pm Membership Ministry Meeting (Rm 

206) 

6:30pm Praise Band Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

 

Thurs, June 28 

9:00am Restorative Hour (Kid Min Rm) 

11:30am Knit2gether (Rm 206) 

1:30pm Ladies Pickleball (Covenant Center) 

1:30pm Memorial Room Reserved (Memorial 

Rm) 

3:50pm Small Collision Group (Rm 206) 

4:00pm Connection Recovery Support Group 

(Rm 205) 

 

Fri, June 29 

7:00pm The Way Event set up (Rm 101) 

 

Sat, June 30 

8:00am The Way Women's Breakfast (Rm 101, 

Rm 104-main kitchen) 

12:00pm The Way (Rm 214 Choir Rm) 

1:00pm Set up for shower (Lounge) 

2:00pm Bridal Shower for Kathie Blades 

(Lounge) 

The Lost & Found Box is located in the west 

side of the island in the church office.  

Items held until June 15: 

-Black and silver travel mug 

-Blue YETI travel mug 

-Silver cross 

-Bracelet with silver beads and stars 

-Small blue “Fast Foodie” car 

LOST & FOUND 

BIRTHDAY HIGHLIGHT 

William (Bill) Butler is celebrating his 91st birthday on June 16. He 

said that he doesn’t worry how old he is, he just tries to live each 

day to the fullest. A member of FPC since 1947, he has fond 

memories of the downtown church building. Living on Lake Avenue, 

he remembers the large empty hill, where our building now stands; 

he said that it was good for flying kites. Besides Bill and his wife, the 

six Butler children attended Sunday School and grew up at First 

Presbyterian Church. He is most proud that his parents (Clarence 

and Mabel Butler) gifted the congregation with the gold Celtic Cross 

in the front of the sanctuary. 

 

Birthday greetings may be sent to: 

 

William Butler 

1720 South Phillips Avenue 

Sioux Falls, SD 57105 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO WILLAM BUTLER! 


