
 

 

For the next several 

weeks, the focus in 

worship will be to 

explore various 

places in Scripture 

where Jesus speaks.  

In many Bibles, Jesus’ 

words appear in red, 

standing out from the 

rest of the text.  I 

hope that this series will help us grow closer 

with God and help us continue to join with God 

in mission and service. 

Last Sunday, we began with the story from Luke 

15 where Jesus teaches that he is the vine and 

we are the branches.  The vine connects us to 

God and one another; the vine gives us life.  

Jesus also tells us that our purpose is to bear 

more and more fruit.  To this end, the vine 

grower shapes us and prunes us.   

I appreciate Jesus’ use of agricultural metaphors 

to teach us lessons in faithfulness.  In another 

story in Matthew 13, Jesus teaches in a similar 

way about faith in terms of a seed that is 

planted in various types of soil.  I’ve often 

reflected upon this story in my own personal 

and spiritual life.  I’ve experienced seasons of 

abundant personal and spiritual growth during 

which I felt closer to God and more useful in 

terms of what God was doing through me.   I’ve 

also experienced seasons of personal and 

spiritual frustration.  During these discouraging 

seasons it’s not unusual for me to grow 

impatient while watching and waiting for 

something to happen.  In terms of sowing seeds, 

it feels as though I am staring at the ground 

where a seed had been buried with nothing 

coming out from the place the seed had been 

planted.  

Maybe you’ve felt that way too.  Maybe some of 

you have felt defeated or discouraged about 

something in your life – as though you have 

been staring at the ground waiting for 

something good to happen.  It’s important to 

remember the difference between being buried 

and being planted.  When the conditions are 

right, a seed that has been planted will come to 

life, take root and grow.  Throughout this 

sermon series, I encourage you to ask the Spirit 

to stir in your heart in the places where you 

might feel frustrated, discouraged or stuck.  

Remember, you are not alone.  God is with you 

and so is your church family.  There are people 

in our church who would love to pray with you 

and for you – and accompany you on the 

journey. 

As you pray about what God is doing in you, I 

also encourage you to pray about what God 

might do through you.  God is at work all around 

you – think about your workplace, 

neighborhood and family.  God is at work and 

the challenge is to give yourself to what God is 

calling you to do. 

A helpful way to approach what God might be 

calling you to do is to pray, “God, help me see 

people the way that you see people.”   It’s such a 

simple prayer and yet it will change your life. 

Jesus wanted this for his followers.  Matthew 

9:36 tells us that when Jesus saw the crowds, 

Jesus looked upon them with compassion.  Jesus 

didn’t see the crowd as a hindrance; Jesus had 

compassion for them.  The verb translated “to 

have compassion” is probably better translated 

as “Jesus had deep compassion.”   There are 

several Greek words that can be translated as 

compassion.  The one that is used here is the 

strongest of them all, indicating a deep sense of 

empathy.  This is not driving down the road 

seeing a homeless person on the corner and 

feeling sorry for them and forgetting them as 

you make the turn.  What Jesus sees is more like 

that of a parent standing next to a child’s 

hospital bed while they’re struggling for breath.  

That’s the compassion that Jesus feels when he 

looks out and sees the crowd.   

The disciples struggled with to understand the 

depth of Jesus’ compassion.  Throughout the 

Gospels, the disciples often appear annoyed by 

the people they encounter.    

In Matthew 14, there’s a great crowd that’s 

gathered to hear Jesus teach.  It is getting late 

into the day, the people are getting restless and 

hungry – they are “hangry.”  The disciples say 

to Jesus, “Just send them off and let them find 

some food.”  And Jesus says, “No, we are going 

to take care of them.  Let’s provide food for 

them.” 

In Matthew 15, a Canaanite woman cries out 

and says, “Lord, have mercy on me, my daughter 

is suffering.”  Jesus doesn’t respond at first, but 

the woman continues crying out.  The disciples 

urged Jesus, “Send her away.  She is bothering 

us with all of her begging.”  It’s as if Jesus was 

waiting for them to say something so that he 

could teach them.  Jesus stops and he gives his 

attention to this woman and he heals her 

daughter.   

In Matthew 19, people are bringing their little 

children to Jesus to be prayed for and blessed.  

The disciples respond, “This isn’t a good time.  

Take the kids and go somewhere else.”   Jesus 

responds saying, “Bring the little children to 

me.”   

God is at work all around us and invites us – 

calls us – to pay attention.  As we listen to Jesus 

and pay attention to his words, pray that God 

would stir in your heart.  Ask God to work in you 

and through you and to help you see people the 

way that God sees people.   

God loves us too much to let us become a 

tangled mess of branches.  God doesn’t just 

merely give us the opportunity to serve and care 

for other people.  God goes with us on this 

mission and, as the vine grower, God shapes and 

prunes us to bear great fruit. 

Faithfully in Christ, 

Rev. Nathan Esser 
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MINISTRY  2. 

As you all know 

by now, I have 

been diagnosed 

with a thymoma, 

which is a 

cancerous tumor 

of the thymus. I 

didn’t even know 

we had a thymus! 

This type of cancer has no symptoms 

and is usually found while looking for 

something else which is exactly what 

happened to me.  

 

Here is my story: I had just finished up 

a week of continuing education at 

Dubuque Seminary where I am in the 

middle of the Doctor of Ministry 

program. After leaving Dubuque, I 

drove to Nevada, Iowa (where my 

mother is in a senior care facility) to 

help my brothers finish cleaning out 

my mother's house in preparation for 

finalizing the sale. While there, I 

worked and became overheated to the 

point of needing emergency room 

care. While being treated for 

dehydration and heat distress, they 

also noticed I had an elevated white 

blood cell count and this led to a chest 

x-ray. The chest x-ray revealed a large 

mass in/near my right lung, indicating 

either pneumonia or lung cancer. The 

doctor treated me for pneumonia and 

directed me to see my primary care 

doctor immediately upon my return to 

Sioux Falls.  

 

To make a long story short, in less 

than two weeks I met with doctors, 

had a CT scan and a biopsy and the 

diagnosis of a thymoma. This tumor, 

very slow growing, sits in the space 

between the lungs and is growing 

toward my heart and beginning to 

push my heart to the left. At this 

point, the mass is the size of my fist. 

All indications suggest the cancer was 

caught early and is Stage 1A or B, and 

the tumor at this point appears to be 

fully encapsulated with smooth edges. 

That is all good news! This type of 

cancer, if found early, is very treatable. 

The treatment is removal, which 

means after surgery I will be at home 

recovering and trying to catch up on 

all the movies I have missed.  

 

I don’t believe for one minute that this 

is something God gave me or did to 

me. I believe our bodies are beautifully 

and wonderfully made and sometimes 

things happen. I do know for an 

absolute fact that through this new 

adventure I have never been alone. 

God has been a presence with me and 

my family. I can’t explain it, I can’t 

reason it or adequately describe it but I 

know that I know that I know . . . God 

walks with us through this life. And we 

especially know that as we walk 

through the valleys. 

 

I also know FPC is a praying household 

of God. We have mighty prayer 

warriors within our midst. I covet your 

prayers not only for myself but for my 

husband, Gene and our daughter, 

Haley. I covet prayers for the team of 

doctors and nurses who are on my 

side. 

 

Thank you for being the visible face of 

Christ. Thank you for your prayers and 

your concern and your love. This is a 

new road for my family and me. A new 

road but the journey toward God is the 

same. Faith-filled with the best travel 

partner ever – God is right here! 

 

Trust the journey! 

Pastor Pat 

SAME JOURNEY, NEW ROAD 

There is delight in seeing a Facebook 

post of “flat Jesus” in a kayak, on a 

Mission trip in Tennessee, in Florida, on 

a band trip to New York City, in Time 

Square and at Music Camp. A quote from 

the book Jesus Calling by Sarah Young, 

“Watch in delight as My Spirit flows 

through you to bless others.” Continue 

to send your snapshots to the church, tag 

us @fpcsiouxfalls on Facebook, and/or 

use hashtag #flatJesusfpc. Look for “flat 

Jesus” sightings. They could be 

anywhere. 

 

There are new church t-shirts for sale. 

The price is $10 each. The shirts have 

our new church logo. A table will be set 

up in the narthex on Sunday mornings 

with order blanks and a variety of sized 

shirts to choose from for both children 

and adults. 

 

What joy there is in welcoming new 

members from our current members’ 

class! Take the time to get to know these 

wonderful Presbyterians and help them 

feel connected to our congregation. 

MINISTRY MEMBERSHIP TEAM 



 

 

3. MINISTRY 

Titus 3:4-7 ESV  

But when the goodness and loving 

kindness of God our Savior appeared, he 

saved us, not because of works done by 

us in righteousness, but according to his 

own mercy, by the washing of 

regeneration and renewal of the Holy 

Spirit, whom he poured out on us richly 

through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that 

being justified by his grace we might 

become heirs according to the hope of 

eternal life.  

 

In the past couple of years, I have had 

the pleasure of sharing my mission’s 

presentation with many outside groups.  

I was approached several years ago and 

was asked by a friend if I might share my 

journey with a group of professional 

people who felt like they were not close 

to God, we are not serving God, and were 

not worthy of God’s love.  They felt their 

professions as attorneys, corporate 

executives, and investment bankers kept 

them from serving God and living as God 

would want them to live. Many spoke of 

struggles with long hours, distant 

relationships, repeated divorces, 

defending those who do evil things, 

alcohol use/abuse, coveting money and 

the wealthy lifestyle. They spoke of their 

heartaches and the longing for deeper 

meaning, deeper purpose, and 

unconditional love, but struggled with 

seeing how a relationship with God could 

provide all of that for them when they 

felt they weren’t doing God’s work each 

day. 

 

Do you have periods of time in your life 

where you feel separated from God, or do 

not feel worthy of God’s love because of 

your profession, because of mistakes 

that have been made, because of 

negative behaviors, because of distance 

and loneliness? 

 

Have you ever wondered in what sense 

Christians are worthy of God or of Christ 

or of their calling? And in what sense are 

we unworthy? 

Then, let’s take a moment to see what 

the Bible tells us about feeling worthy…. 

“Walk in a manner worthy of the calling 

to which you have been 

called” (Ephesians 4:1). 

“Let your manner of life be worthy of the 

gospel of Christ” (Philippians 1:27). 

“Walk in a manner worthy of the 

Lord” (Colossians 1:10). 

 

As John Piper once said, in all these 

passages being “worthy” is something 

expected and necessary in the Christian 

life. 

 

But on the other hand, Jesus commended 

the Centurion’s faith as unparalleled for 

humbly confessing his unworthiness. 

“‘Lord, do not trouble yourself, for I am 

not worthy to have you come under my 

roof; Jesus said, ‘Not even in Israel have 

I found such faith’” (Luke 7:6, 9). The 

key that unlocks this mystery is found in 

the phrase, “Bear fruit worthy of 

repentance” (Acts 26:20; Matthew 

3:8; Luke 3:8). This cannot mean “Bear 

fruit that deserves repentance,” because 

the repentance is already there. It comes 

first: “Repent and turn to God, 

performing deeds worthy of 

repentance” (Acts 26:20).  

 

“Worthy of repentance” means: 

repentance has such worth that the fruit 

it produces will share in that worth. 

Repentance is the turning to God from 

all else, and the valuing of God above all 

things. That is beautiful. That is what 

humans were made for. That is worthy. 

That is what God promises, that is what 

the Bible tells us! 

 

Ephesians 2:4-9 ESV  

But God, being rich in mercy, because of 

the great love with which he loved us, 

even when we were dead in our 

trespasses, made us alive together with 

Christ—by grace you have been saved— 

and raised us up with him and seated us 

with him in the heavenly places in Christ 

Jesus, so that in the coming ages he 

might show the immeasurable riches of 

his grace in kindness toward us in Christ 

Jesus. For by grace you have been saved 

through faith. And this is not your own 

doing; it is the gift of God. 

 

Romans 8:1-39   

There is therefore now no condemnation 

for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the 

law of the Spirit of life has set you free in 

Christ Jesus from the law of sin and 

death. For God has done what the law, 

weakened by the flesh, could not do. By 

sending his own Son in the likeness of 

sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned 

sin in the flesh, in order that the 

righteous requirement of the law might 

be fulfilled in us, who walk not according 

to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 

For those who live according to the flesh 

set their minds on the things of the 

flesh, but those who live according to the 

Spirit set their minds on the things of 

the Spirit. 

 

Titus 3:4-7  

But when the goodness and loving 

kindness of God our Savior appeared, he 

saved us, not because of works done by 

us in righteousness, but according to his 

own mercy, by the washing of 

regeneration and renewal of the Holy 

Spirit, whom he poured out on us richly 

through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that 

being justified by his grace we might 

become heirs according to the hope of 

eternal life. 

 

In every case, what we find is that our 

worthiness is not our deserving or 

meriting or earning, but rather our 

seeing and savoring something of 

infinite worth. Our worthiness is our 

preferring that worth above all things.  

 

Jana 

DO YOU FEEL WORTHY OF GOD’S LOVE? 



 

 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 4. 

VBS registration is closed for campers and we expect 

over 175 kids.  There are still lots of opportunities for 

FPC members to volunteer to help point all those 

kids to Christ! 
 

VBS LEADER TRAINING 
 

All Crew Leaders, middle school volunteers and teachers 

are required to participate in a leader training session.  

We will learn the schedule, expectations and 

responsibilities and what to do if there is a problem. 

Leaders will also get a sneak peek at the fun planned for 

VBS week!  

Monday, July 2nd at 7 p.m. 

Sunday, July 8th at 4 p.m. 
 

VBS FOOD DONATIONS 
 

Watch the VBS donation board in the narthex of the church in 

the coming weeks.  We will continue to add items as we have 

need.  You can help us keep our costs low as we minister to the 

children in our congregation and community.  To make a 

donation: 

1. Select an item or items to purchase.  Remove the slip. 

2. Purchase the exact item and size on your slip and return to 

the church following directions on your slip.  (Date and where to 

return item) 

3. Imagine the smiles on the faces of all the kids who will benefit 

from your generosity.  Better yet, plan to attend the VBS 

program on Thursday, July 12th at 7 p.m. and stay for the ice 

cream social to see in person. 
 

DANNY AND THE SHACKS  
 

“Danny and the Shacks” was an epic adventure for our 31 music 

campers!  The week of making music and presenting a powerful 

lesson was made better by making new friends and growing in 

faith.   

Thank you to all who helped to make Music Camp 2017 a 

success.  We especially thank the volunteers leaders Ann 

Weflen, Ruth Parry, Candace Ulmer, Meredith DeCou, Jack 

Helin, Meredith Molseed, Cathy Newcomb, Angie Nelson and 

Anja Hoekman,  youth volunteers Emma DeCou, Luke 

Vortherms, Will Unruh and church staff Dan Graber, Pastor 

Nathan Esser, and Matt Cook, including custodial and office 

staff.  Other behind the scenes volunteers include Craig Weflen, 

Jenne Esser and many who helped with set-up and strike. 

 

 

LITURGICAL DANCE 
 

Campers from the Liturgical Dance Camp led in worship on 

Sunday, June 11.  Emma DeCou fabulously served as our 

choreographer. 

 

Annabelle Kautz, Hanna Hruby, Violet Griess, Riley Papke, 

Rowan Papke, Atley Rausch, Emily Wells, Kallette Hutchinson. 

Harper Johnson, Trinity Endsley, Jillian Draeger 

 



 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY  /  www.fpcsiouxfalls.org/youth 5. 

You are wanted at the Middle School 

Mission Stay event from Thursday, 

July 26 to Sunday, July 29. We will 

begin on Thursday afternoon with 

activities at First Presbyterian 

Church.  On Friday and Saturday we 

will use our energy to help others in 

our community. (We will also have 

some fun at Hruby’s Lake!).  On 

Sunday morning, we will end our 

Mission Stay by serving a meal to the 

congregation of First Presbyterian 

Church following our morning 

worship service.   

 

All are welcome!  If you have a 

previous commitment on Friday  

morning or afternoon, please 

consider joining us for the rest of the 

Mission Stay.   

Please register immediately. You 

may print the form from our website 

(www.fpcsiouxfalls.org/youth) or 

find it in the PresbYouth 

Communication bucket in the 

church office.  

 

Call Ruth Parry (332-3963 or 376-

5073) if you have questions of any 

kind.  

CALLING ALL STUDENTS WHO HAVE COMPLETED GRADES 5-8 

Ruth Parry: (605)376-5073  |  rparry1805@aol.com  |||  Kate Hruby: (605)376-5907  |  bkhruby4@gmail.com  

June 24-29   

Seekers Camp (Elementary) 

This classic elementary camp is 

available for those who have 

completed grades 3-5.  Campers will 

enjoy crafts, campfires, hiking, 

tubing and much more.   

 

June 29-July 2  

Family Camp 

Spend a weekend with family at 

Camp Rimrock.  

 

July 5-8   

You and Me 

Children who have completed grades 

K-2 (plus an adult partner) may 

enjoy a shared camping experience.  

 

July 8-14  

Compass (High School) 

This classic camp provides the 

traditional camping experience to 

teens who have completed grades 9-

12. Expect to build new friendships. 

 

July 15-21  

Pathfinder (Middle School) 

This camp is available to preteens 

who have completed grades 6-8.  

Enjoy tubing, hiking, gaga ball, and 

singing around the campfire.  

Participate in daily Bible study and 

devotions.  

 

July 22-28  

Wilderness Camp at Pioneer 

This one-of-a-kind camp takes place 

on our Pioneer property near the 

Mickelson Trail.  Campers will cook 

food over a campfire, sleep in tents 

under the stars and enjoy God’s 

creation together.   

 

There are spots remaining in all 

camps. You may seek costs, 

scholarship availability and register 

at www.pioneerrimrock.camp.   

PIONEER AND RIMROCK CAMPS 

WHO: All those who have 

completed grades 4-8 

WHEN: Wednesday, July 18  1:30-

3:00 

WHERE: North Parking Lot and 

grassy area of FPC 

WHAT: Bring squirt guns, water 

balloons, squirt bottles and clothes 

that can tolerate water 

WHY: To “cool off” and “be cool” 

with your friends.   
 

Still confused? Call Ruth Parry (332-3963 or 

376-5073) with questions. 

WET WEDNESDAY The High School 

Mission Group 

in Nashville last 

month. 



 

 

1. The Special Feature for July is Religious 

Fiction, old and new.  We have wonderful 

new religious fiction set in biblical times.  

Read the trilogy Jerusalem Chronicles by 

Bodie & Brock, which contain When Jesus 

Wept; Take this Cup; and Behold the Man.  

We just received the classic The Robe by 

Lloyd Douglas.  And if you haven’t read 

The Red Tent by Anita Diamant, check it out.  

The novel reveals the life of ancient 

womanhood through Dinah’s eyes.  

Another classic bound as a trilogy is 

Angelwalk by Roger Elwood, which contains 

Angelwalk; Fallen Angel; and Stedfast 

Guardian Angel.  These novels deal with 

spiritual warfare and can be considered 

raw.  It might be time to (re)visit the Tim 

Lahaye Left Behind series.  We have all 20 

volumes, from the Prequel to The End.  A 

favorite tome triad is the Women of 

Genesis series by Orson Scott Card.  The 

books include Rebekah; Rachel and Leah; 

and Sarah.  There are more titles depicting 

others from the Bible: Merari; Rahab; Eve; 

Saul; Pontius Pilate, just to name a few.  

Detour to the library and check out at least 

one for the summer.  Whew! 

2. The featured New Fiction shelves 

contain two new trilogies: Louise Gouge 

Then Came Series and Kathleen Fuller’s 

Amish of Birch Creek.  Plus, all of the Presby 

Readers titles are available for check out. 

 

3. New Non-Fiction titles include Scripture 

and the Authority of God by N.T. Wright and 

How to Read the Bible Book by Book by 

Gordon Fee and Douglas Stuart.  Both can 

challenge the reader to reach for a better 

understanding of God’s purpose for us. 

 

4. The Young Adult section has been 

updated.  Look through the non-fiction 

titles for subjects of interest.  New fiction 

titles include The Bash Series by Burton 

Cole; Hit by Lorie Ann Grover; and Swipe 

by Evan Angler.  Or for summer, read one 

of the many classics titles.  The newest one 

is a retelling of Huckleberry Finn by Mark 

Twain.   

 

5. Enjoy new children’s titles, such as two 

Dove Award Books – The Great Adventure 

and Awesome God, both by Stephen Elkins.  

Both contain Read-Aloud CD’s.  The left 

bookcase will feature books on summer 

fun.  Encourage your young readers to 

check out a few. 

 

6. As always, bring in books, movies, 

paperbacks or cards at any time.  If the 

library cannot use them, they will be stored 

for next year’s book sale.  We thank you for 

your donations. 

 

Linda Hubbard 

 

 

Just in: I Can Only Imagine DVD. 

If you missed it in the theater, 

check it out! If you saw it, this is 

your chance to see it again! Kept 

on desk in July. 

6. LIBRARY NEWS 

DEACONS 

Hello everybody!  Here's a few things your friendly neighborly 

Deacons have been up to recently: 

 

-Helped set up for the Pentecost family celebration service.  

-Congregational Care team hosted an InstaPot cooking class to 

demonstrate culinary wizardry secrets 

-Neighborhood Care team is collecting donations for Heartland 

House  

-Come serve and lead worship with us at Union Gospel Mission 

on Monday, July 30th at 8 PM 

 

We'd also like to express our sincerest thanks for their service, 

leadership and friendship to our "retiring" Deacons: Anita 

Braunschmidt, Bobbi Lower, Jack Boatright and Jana Elkins.  We 

are also very excited to welcome our newest Deacons to the 

team: Michael Gross, Shelly Simantel-Horr, Rachel Pay and 

Jonathan Tilk. 



 

 

7. NEIGHBORHOOD CARE TEAM 

MEMORIALS & GIFTS 

MEMORIALS RECEIVED DURING 

MAY 2018 
 

A gift to the Memorial Fund:  

~in memory of Stan Van De Berg:  George & Judy Regan 

 

A gift to the Deacon Fund: 

~in memory of Stan Van De Berg:  Judie Van De Berg; Ann 

& Don Platt 

 

A gift to the Good Samaritan Fund: 

~in memory of Stan Van De Berg:  Angie & Gayle Nelson 

 

HONORARIA RECEIVED DURING 

MAY 2018 
 

A gift to the Music Ministry Fund: 

~in honor of George Regan’s 85th birthday: Joan Clark 

 

A gift to the Good Samaritan Global Fund: 

~in honor of George Regan’s 85th birthday: Joyce & Karl 

Vander Lugt 

 

 

The Neighborhood Care Team focus for 

July is MENTORING. 

 

We at FPC had such a great time 

collecting books for students recently. In 

July, our focus turns again to schools. As 

the school year gets ready to kick-off, we 

would like to support students and 

teachers with our time. July is a great 

month to prayerfully consider and start 

preparing for the opportunity to mentor 

students as they return to school in 

August. 

 

Here are some ways for us to connect, 

collaborate and serve those in our area. 

 

Reading Buddies – If you loved the 

ideas of books for kids, this is a great way 

to carry on that connection at Laura 

Wilder Elementary.  Scheduling can be 

flexible for either a short OR long period 

of time throughout the school year. 

Contact the school to get partnered with 

a grade/teacher/student. LWE phone #:  

367-4570  

 

One on One Mentoring (local 

Elementary, Middle and High Schools) – 

If you would love to connect and get to 

know a particular student over the 

course of a year, this is a great way to 

make a lasting impact. Volunteer 

mentors spend an hour a week one on 

one with an elementary, middle or high 

school student at school. Together, 

mentors and students can read a book, 

play a game, work on homework, or 

simply eat lunch together and talk. This 

is scheduled over the student’s lunch 

period. This is a bigger endeavor as a 

year-long commitment is requested. 

Registration is required which involves a 

background check. Paperwork is 

completed through Lutheran Social 

Services for all mentoring programs at 

ALL SD public schools.  For more 

information or to register - LSS 

Mentoring Services at 605-221-2403 

or Mentoring@LssSD.org. 

 

Multicultural Center (downtown) – If 

mentoring children does not fit into your 

comfort zone, what about adults? The 

multicultural center is always in need of 

volunteers to help with job search skills 

and interview skills. (mock interviews, 

writing resumes and cover letters) For 

more information or to sign up to help, 

contact Christy Nicolaisen at 605-367-

7401 

The majority of the time at the June Stated Session meeting was 

spent discussing the budget. Reports at the end of May showed 

the very positive news that we are still exceeding what was 

budgeted for income and not spending as much as was 

budgeted.  

 

Session spent additional time restructuring the budget to 

designate certain funds to be used for the Deacons’ work. The 

Deacons will have complete responsibility for the use of these 

funds through their three teams of Congregational Care, 

Fellowship, and Neighborhood Care. 

 

In addition to working on the budget, Session heard how 

implementation of the strategic plan is proceeding and an 

update on the search team for a new Director of Youth 

Ministries. That team is just beginning to be formed. 

 

Congregation members are welcome at any Session meeting.  

Any concern to be brought before Session should be discussed 

with the moderator (Pastor Nate) or clerk (Claire Gillaspey) 

prior to the meeting so it can be cleared for the agenda. 

 

Full Session minutes can be found in a notebook in the church 

library.  If any additional information is desired, every elder on 

Session is willing to answer questions. 

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 



 

 

8. EVENTS / NEWS / MISCELLANEOUS 

Building & Grounds at work. You might have 

noticed work going on here at FPC. There are and 

have been a number of projects in the works. One of 

those is our three light poles along the east sidewalk 

on the south side of the main parking lot. As the 

picture shows we did as much as we could in-house. 

These lights are not only new they are fitted with 

LED lights.  

 

You will be seeing other things happening also this 

summer.  

 

Dale Griepp 

FROM DIRECTOR OF FACILITIES 

WHO WORE IT BETTER??? 

Right: Owen Kruse was a lion in the lion’s den for the Danny 

and the Shacks Music Camp last month. 

 

Below: Shirley Bailey was kind enough to test out the lion 

costumes for the kids before Music Camp!  



 

 

JULY CALENDAR 9. 

Sun, July 1 

9:30am Summer Worship Service followed by 

Coffee Fellowship (Chapel, Sanctuary) 

12:30pm Korea Presbyterian Fellowship 

(Room 101, Room 104-lower/main kitchen, 

Room 214 Choir Room) 

1:30pm Korean Presbyterian Fellowship (Room 

101, Room 104-lower/main kitchen) 

2:00pm The Way (Room 214 Choir Room) 

 

Mon, July 2 

6:00pm Leaning on Hope-Cancer Support 

Group-"A Night to Forget" (Room 206 

Reflection Room)  

7:00pm VBS Leader Training (Lounge) 

 

Tues, July 3 

8:30am Staff Meeting (Room 212) 

5:45pm Restorative Hour (Kid Min Room) 

7:00pm Pickleball (Covenant Center) 

 

Wed, July 4 

Church is closed in honor of Independence Day 

 

Thurs, July 5 

1:30pm Memorial Room Reserved (Memorial 

Room) 

4:00pm Connection Recovery Support Group 

(Room 205) 

5:30pm Neighborhood Care Team (Room 212) 

5:50pm Fellowship Team (Lounge) 

6:30pm Deacon's Meeting (Lounge) 

 

Fri, July 6 

No events 

 

Sat, July 7 

12:00pm The Way (Room 214 Choir Room) 

4:00pm Wedding (Chapel) 

 

Sun, July 8 

9:30am Summer Worship Service followed by 

Coffee Fellowship (Chapel, Sanctuary) 

12:30pm Korean Presbyterian Fellowship 

(Room 101, Room 104-lower/main kitchen, 

Room 214 Choir Room) 

1:30pm Korean Presbyterian Fellowship (Room 

101, Room 104 -lower/main kitchen) 

2:00pm The Way (Room 214 Choir Room) 

4:00pm VBS Leader Training (Chapel) 

 

Mon, July 9 

9:00am VBS (Chapel, Covenant Center, Kid Min 

Room, Lounge, Room 101, Room 104-lower 

main kitchen, Room 109 (The Void), Room 112, 

Room 115, Room 203, Room 204, 

Room 233, Rooms 231& 232, Sanctuary) 

11:45am Children's Ministry Team Meeting 

(Room 206-Reflection Room) 

4:45pm Finance Ministry Team (Room 212) 

6:00pm Leaning on Hope-Cancer Bible Study & 

Support Group (Lounge) 

 

Tues, July 10 

8:30am Staff Meeting (Room 212) 

9:00am VBS (Chapel, Covenant Center, Kid Min 

Room, Lounge, Room 101, Room 104-lower/

main kitchen, Room 109 (The Void), Room 112, 

Room 115, Room 203, Room 204, Room 233, 

Rooms 231& 232, Sanctuary) 

5:45pm Restorative Hour (Kid Min Room) 

6:30pm Session Stated Meeting (Room 206- 

Reflection Room) 

7:00pm Pickleball (Covenant Center) 

 

Wed, July 11 

9:00am VBS (Chapel, Covenant Center, Kid 

Min Room, Lounge, Room 101, Room 104 -

lower/main kitchen, Room 109 (The Void), 

Room 112, Room 115, Room 203, Room 204, 

Room 233, Rooms 231 & 232, Sanctuary) 

11:00am Walk and Talk at the Western Mall 

1:00pm Wednesday Prayer Service for Korean 

Fellowship (Room 111) 

6:30pm Praise Band Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

6:30pm The Way Church Bible Study (Chapel) 

 

Thurs, July 12 

9:00am VBS (Chapel, Covenant Center, Kid Min 

Room, Lounge, Room 101, Room 104-lower/

main kitchen, Room 109 (The Void), Room 112, 

Room 115, Room 203, Room 204, Room 233, 

Rooms 231 & 232, Sanctuary)  

11:30am Knit2gether (Room 206-Reflection 

Room) 

1:30pm Memorial Room Reserved (Memorial 

Room) 

4:00pm Connection Recovery Support Group 

(Room 205) 

7:00pm Shipwrecked VBS Program in Sanctuary 

7:30pm Ice Cream Social in Covenant Center 

 

Fri, July 13 

9:00am VBS (Chapel,Covenant Center, Kid Min 

Room, Lounge, Room 101, Room 104-lower/

main kitchen, Room 109 (The Void), Room 112, 

Room 115, Room 203, Room 204, Room 233, 

Rooms 231 & 232, Sanctuary) 

 

Sat, July 14 

7:30am Set up for Art Class (Room 101) 

8:00am Habitat Workday! Watch for details (Off

-Site) 

9:00am Sparks Beginner Class 1 (Room 101) 

12:00pm The Way (Room 214 Choir Room) 

5:00pm Madison, WI Youth Group Retreat 

(Covenant Center) 

 

Sun, July 15 

9:30am Summer Worship Service followed by 

Coffee Fellowship (Chapel, Sanctuary) 

12:30pm Korean Presbyterian Fellowship 

(Room 101, Room 104-lower/main kitchen, 

Room 214 Choir Room) 

1:30pm Korean Presbyterian Fellowship (Room 

101, Room 104-lower/main kitchen) 

2:00pm The Way (Room 214 Choir Room) 

 

Mon, July 16 

7:30am Set up for Art Class (Room 101) 

9:00am Sparks Watercolor Beginner Class 2 

(Room 101) 

12:30pm Children's Ministry Team Meeting 

(Room 206-Reflection Room) 

6:00pm Leaning on Hope-Cancer Bible Study & 

Support Group (Lounge) 

7:00pm Through the Lens Group Meeting 

(Room 206-Reflection Room) 

 

Tues, July 17 

8:30am Staff Meeting (Room 212) 

5:45pm Restorative Hour (Kid Min Room) 

7:00pm IHS Pathways of Peace (Chapel) 

7:00pm Pickleball (Covenant Center) 

 

Wed, July 18 

11:00am Walk and Talk at the Western Mall 

1:00pm Wednesday Prayer Service for Korean 

Fellowship (Room 111) 

4:00pm Adult Education Ministry Team (Room 

206-Reflection Room) 

5:00pm Boy Scout Troop from WI (Covenant 

Center, Room 101, Room 104 -lower/main 

kitchen) 

6:30pm The Way Church Bible Study (Chapel) 

6:30pm Praise Band Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

6:30pm Building and Grounds Meeting (Room 

212) 

 

Thurs, July 19 

12:30pm Wisdom Circle (Lounge) 

1:30pm Memorial Room Reserved (Memorial 

Room) 

4:00pm Connection Recovery Support Group 

(Room 205) 

5:30pm Personnel Ministry Team Meeting 

(Room 212) 

 

Fri, July 20 

8:30am "Covenant Blessings" Group (Covenant 

Center, Room 101, Room 104-lower/main 

kitchen, Room 107, Room 111) 

 

Sat, July 21 

12:00pm The Way (Room 214 Choir Room) 

 

Sun, July 22 

9:30am Summer Worship Service followed by 

Coffee Fellowship (Chapel, Sanctuary) 

12:30pm Korean Presbyterian Fellowship 

(Room 101, Room 104-lower/main kitchen, 

Room 214 Choir Room) 

1:30pm Korean Presbyterian Fellowship (Room 

101, Room 104-lower/main kitchen) 

2:00pm The Way (Room 214 Choir Room) 



 

 

JULY BIRTHDAYS 

10. JULY CALENDAR (continued) 

Mon, July 23 

6:00pm Leaning on Hope-Cancer Bible Study & 

Support Group (Lounge) 

 

Tues, July 24 

8:30am Staff Meeting (Room 212) 

5:30pm Mission Team Meeting (Room 206- 

Reflection Room) 

5:45pm Restorative Hour (Kid Min Room) 

7:00pm Pickleball (Covenant Center) 

 

Wed, July 25 

11:00am Walk and Talk at the Western Mall 

1:00pm Wednesday Prayer Service for Korean 

Fellowship (Room 111) 

5:30pm Membership Ministry Meeting (Room 

206-Reflection Room) 

6:30pm Praise Band Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

6:30pm The Way Church Bible Study (Chapel) 

 

Thurs, July 26 

Middle School Mission Stay 

11:30am Knit2gether (Room 206-Reflection 

Room) 

1:30pm Memorial Room Reserved (Memorial 

Room) 

4:00pm Connection Recovery Support Group 

(Room 205) 

 

Fri, July 27 

Middle School Mission Stay 

 

Sat, July 28 

Middle School Mission Stay 

12:00pm The Way (Room 214 Choir Room) 

 

Sun, July 29 

Middle School Mission Stay 

9:30am Summer Worship Service followed by 

Coffee Fellowship (Chapel, Sanctuary) 

10:30am All-Church Barbecue 

12:30pm Korean Presbyterian Fellowship 

(Room 101, Room 104-lower/main kitchen, 

Room 214 Choir Room) 

1:30pm Korean Presbyterian Fellowship (Room 

101, Room 104-lower/main kitchen) 

2:00pm The Way (Room 214 Choir Room) 

 

Mon, July 30 

6:00pm Leaning on Hope-Cancer Bible Study & 

Support Group (Lounge) 

8:00pm Union Gospel Mission Worship (Off-

Site) 

 

Tues, July 31 

8:30am Staff Meeting (Room 212) 

5:45pm Restorative Hour (Kid Min Room) 

7:00pm Pickleball (Covenant Center) 

The Lost & Found Box is located in the 

west side of the island in the church 

office.  

Items held until July 15: 

-Black and silver travel mug 

-Silver cross 

-Bracelet with silver beads and stars 

-Several jewelry items 

-Small blue “Fast Foodie” car 

-Key found in sanctuary 

-Small gold robot 

LOST & FOUND 

Kelly, Cait   07/01 

Larson, Scott   07/01 

DeHoogh-Kliewer, Michelle  07/01 

Braithwaite, Tacey   07/01 

Berghorst, Eleanor   07/01 

Andrews, Rick   07/02 

Rypkema, Norman   07/02 

Rombough, Daniel   07/02 

Martin, Marni   07/03 

Penn, Paul   07/03 

Boatright, Dianne   07/04 

Becker, Julie   07/04 

Bartunek, Gregory   07/04 

Gulden, Ian   07/05 

Schliinz, Ruby   07/05 

Henry, Karl   07/05 

Justice, Abygail   07/05 

Otten, Jarad   07/05 

Everist, Barbara   07/06 

Reiter, Josh   07/07 

Turner, Deseray   07/08 

Small, Sharon   07/08 

Olson, Michael   07/09 

Meinen, William   07/09 

Hoekman, Don   07/09 

Klinkenborg, Merle  07/09 

Adamson, Heather   07/09 

Reker, Nyla   07/10 

Olson, Tarrah   07/10 

May, Brooklynn   07/11 

Schott, Jodie   07/12 

Brown, Sue   07/12 

Bultena, Roger   07/13 

De Jager, Rosalie   07/13 

Esser, Nathan   07/13 

West, Nicole   07/14 

Kelley, Bryna   07/14 

Lambeth, Terry   07/14 

Howard, Cynthia   07/14 

Reaves, Kristin   07/14 

Kautz, Avery   07/14 

Lubeck, Thomas  07/14 

Vilhauer, Kerrie   07/14 

Halverson, Clair   07/15 

DeHoogh, Darlene   07/15 

Kuchta, Aaden   07/15 

Andrews, Sharon   07/15 

Farquhar, James   07/17 

Patterson, Angela   07/17 

Swart, Bill   07/17 

Dykstra, Kolbie   07/17 

Hutchinson, Madyson  07/18 

Roberts, Gay   07/18 

Gose, Melinda   07/18 

Newcomb, Roy   07/18 

Koopman, Jean   07/19 

Amundson-Reiter, David  07/19 

Spencer, Louise   07/19 

Hofer, Eva   07/19 

Thompson, Roger   07/20 

Ward, Courtney   07/21 

Sip, Dan    07/22 

Van Oort, Melissa   07/22 

Coon, Mary   07/22 

Rickenbaugh, Kyle   07/23 

Merrow, Peggy   07/23 

Rickenbaugh, Carly  07/23 

Castimore, Dylan   07/24 

Small, Morgan   07/24 

Dwire, Connor   07/24 

Rinken, Remi   07/24 

Miller, Jackson   07/25 

Lubeck, Jacob   07/26 

Draeger, Jillian   07/26 

Kogel, Jeffrey   07/26 

Miller, Cora   07/26 

Carlson, Dane   07/26 

Sinning, Donald   07/26 

Brady, Kelly   07/26 

Egger, Kristine   07/27 

Cochran, Amya   07/27 

Fields, Collin   07/28 

Glanzer, Marilyn   07/29 

Bell, Douglas   07/29 

Erickson, Dennis   07/29 

Leech, Kathy   07/29 

Siemonsma, Jessica  07/30 

Harmsen, Craig   07/31 

Kabrud, Donna   07/31 

Jaton, Lori   07/31 

A most heartfelt thank you to all of you 

who sent cards to make my 90th birthday 

very special. I’ll read and re-read all of 

them. 

Jeanne Kruse 

THANK YOU FROM 

JEANNE KRUSE 


