
 

 

Jana Elkins has been 

our Congregational 

Care Coordinator for 

a little over a month 

and already her Christ

-like care and support 

is having a significant 

impact on those in 

our congregation and 

community.   

Recently, Jana shared with me about a few of 

the visits she had made with members of the 

congregation.  

One person described circumstances leading to 

feelings of despondency, isolation and 

loneliness. This person is no longer able to 

attend worship and now faces the early stages 

of a debilitating illness.  

Jana asked if this person had considered 

leaning on her other sisters and brothers in 

Christ or the pastoral staff of the church to be 

her strength and support through this time of 

loneliness, this time of uncertainty, and 

through her time of transition. She asked if she 

had called out to God and prayed for God’s 

comfort and guidance. 

Jana shared how she thinks of the church as 

her extended family. The wide variety of gifts 

and talents shared by our church family work 

together to guide us, and to teach and comfort 

us.  

Another person described feeling empty inside 

and, when asked if he had sought forgiveness 

from God, responded, “No, I hadn’t really 

thought about that.” Jana suggested that he 

start there through a prayer. Then she 

challenged him to think of people whom he 

needed to ask for forgiveness and ask God for 

guidance, strength, encouragement and help 

to find the words to convey his regret. Jana 

shared, “We all make mistakes, God expects 

that we will make mistakes, but it’s not always 

about the mistake, but often how we rectify it 

to others, to God, and how we own up to our 

mistakes that define our character.” The hope 

for each person Jana visits is that they are able 

to find peace and comfort through their faith 

and to find at least one brother or sister in 

Christ from the church to lean on. Jana shared, 

“I hope that their faith in all that Christ can 

do, may be renewed.  That they may once again 

find their peace, their joy, and their love for 

the life God has given them.  That they may 

once again use the gifts that God has given 

them in this moment, in this circumstance, 

this day and truly feel the love of Christ and 

the love of all their sisters and brothers in 

Christ wrapped around them.” 

I can relate to times that I have felt empty, 

alone and without hope. During those times, 

what I found that helped me the most was the 

time other people gave to me as they listened 

and prayed with me. Looking back, I realize 

that during many of those visits that I did most 

of the talking. It was through the simple act of 

being there with me in a moment of need that I 

was able to experience Christ’s presence with 

me.  

In his book, The Holy Longing, Ronald 

Rolheiser offers the following story: 

There is a marvelous story told about a four-

year-old child who awoke one night 

frightened, convinced that in the darkness 

around her there were all kinds of spooks and 

monsters. Alone, she ran to her parents’ 

bedroom. Her mother calmed her down and, 

taking her by the hand, led her back to her own 

room, where she put on a light and reassured 

the child with these words: “You needn’t be 

afraid, you are not alone here. God is in the 

room with you.” The child replied: “I know 

that God is here, but I need someone in this 

room who has some skin!” 

The time you give to other people has a 

significant impact. As we begin a new year and 

focus in worship, I want us to keep this in 

mind. 

Our new sermon series will focus on 

worship. In Romans 12, Paul talks about 

presenting ourselves as living sacrifices to 

God. What Paul is talking about is a kind of 

worship that gets into our hearts and that will 

not leave. Worship that transforms us, 

becomes the way we live and affects how we 

interact with other people. A kind of worship 

that exists at the very center and is the 

fundamental, corporate act of what we do as 

God’s people. Our focus throughout the 

sermon series will look at the what and why of 

our worship as taught to us through Scripture.   

The Bible doesn’t seem to fully agree with 

itself about the best way to worship God. What 

the Bible does make crystal clear is that 

worship is not an ancillary part of life. Worship 

is not something that happens on the fringes. 

Worship is central to how we understand the 

world around us and to how we understand 

ourselves in relationship to God. The Bible also 

makes very clear that worship is not something 

that we do alone. Jesus himself tells us that, 

“Wherever two or three are gathered in my 

name, I am there among them.” We can sing 

on our own and we can pray on our own, and 

we can offer our praise to God in the solitude 

of our homes or our cars, but worship is 

fundamentally something that we do together. 

We’ll explore this more in the coming weeks. 

In the meantime, and in preparation, may we 

bring the very best that we are to God as we 

worship. May we present our work and our 

rest, our souls and our bodies, our dollars and 

our hours as living sacrifices to the God who 

made us.  

Faithfully, 

Rev. Nathan Esser  
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MINISTRY 2. 

As we approach a 

new year, for many 

of us, this is a time 

of year that 

conjures up a 

mixed bag of 

emotions. Some of 

us may have just 

experienced “the 

best year ever!” and 

we are looking forward to 2018 with great 

anticipation and hopes and dreams for an 

even greater year to come. Some of us 

have just slogged through a year full of 

challenges and struggles, one after 

another after another. For those of us who 

have been beaten down and are worn out, 

the flip of the calendar brings desperate 

hope for things to be better. 

 

At some time or another in my life I have 

been in both spaces at the flip of the 

calendar and I am sure you all have been 

there too. Excited at what lies ahead in the 

clean-slate of the new year, or ever so 

thankful to God that the year is finally 

over. 

 

But with every flip of the calendar, as you 

journey through time in this thing called 

life, there is one truth that rings clear in 

the midst of it all – you are not alone. 

Every moment of every day, no matter the 

shape of the day, you are not alone. Not 

ever. Never have been. Never will be. 

Because our God is a “with us” God. As we 

celebrate the birth of Jesus at Christmas, 

we celebrate the birth of Immanuel, which 

means “God is with us.” This is the good 

news we carry with us as we walk through 

this life – God is with us!  

 

I see a new year as a fresh, new start. I 

have no idea what 2018 has in store for us 

but I fervently believe that whatever 

happens we are not alone. God is with us. 

Always has been, always will be. 

 

Thanks be to God! 

Pastor Pat 

GOD IS WITH US 

JUMPSTART TO THE NEW YEAR WITH PRAYER 
At the beginning of the New Year we often 

start with a New Year’s resolution. For 

many of us that New Year’s resolution 

focuses on our physical self ie; losing 

weight, exercising more, eating better.  

Though our physical self is important, 

when was the last time you thought about 

jumpstarting your spiritual self? When 

was the last time you thought about 

jumpstarting your prayer life?  

 

God seeks to be in relationship with you 

each day. He begs each of us to call out to 

him in prayer, to lay our worries at His 

feet, and to thank Him for our blessings.  

You will grow in intimacy with God as you 

take the time to talk with Him each day. 

You will learn to become more intentional 

as you approach the most important 

conversation of the day. 

 

I understand that sometimes we don't 

even know where to start when it comes to 

praying and sometimes our prayer life gets 

a little stale, or for many of us, prayer is 

just an outright daily struggle. We feel 

much more like the disciples who fell 

asleep than Jesus who spent the night 

talking to God. Yet, Jesus never meant for 

prayer to be a struggle for us. How can we 

grow in our prayer lives and begin to 

imitate Jesus? We can start by first 

committing to a prayer time, then practice 

by praying without distraction, praying 

specifically and spontaneously. Start small 

and be disciplined.  Remember God and be 

encouraged. Need help getting started in 

prayer?  

 

Try one of my favorite methods - prayer 

prompts. I have compiled a list of a few 

prayer prompts that I love to use. Begin 

praying with the phrases listed and finish 

the sentence with whatever is on your 

heart. You will find that as you begin with 

these prompts, they will begin to PROMPT 

you of things to pray for. Often times I 

would pick a prompt before bed each night 

and each family member would fill in their 

answer for all to hear. 

 

Prayer Starters to Jumpstart my Prayer 

Life: 

Lord, thank you for….   

God, you have been…… 

Father, please forgive me for….. 

Father, please help me to…. 

Father, please help me forgive… 

God, I pray for…. 

Lord, show me how to…. 

God, I need you to show up for…. 

God, I desire…. 

Lord, give me grace to…. 

Lord, I can see you moving in…. 

Lord, remind me that your ways are higher 

than my ways when it comes to…. 

God, I want to know more about you when it 

comes to…. 

Father, I lay this at your feet…. 

Father, how do I…… 

 

Prayer is for anyone and everyone. It is 

not a strange, fanatical, or emotional 

approach to a problem, but a quiet, 

Christlike attitude. You will see that your 

life will be transformed and blessed. Do 

not feel guilty because you have prayed 

infrequently before. Begin to pray now in 

your own way, in your own time, in your 

own place of life, and see what prayer can 

do for you. Let us pray. 

 

Dear Lord, 

I come to You over my prayer life right now. 

I know that I have been lax and so distracted 

lately. I want to renew my commitment to 

spending time with You every day and to 

jumpstart my prayer life again. I pray that 

You will renew a passion in me for this part 

of my life and that I will have a fresh focus 

on spending time with You and in praying 

for others. Help me to recognize the stirring 

in my heart and to have the clarity to hear 

Your voice. In Your Name I pray. Amen. 

 

Jana Elkins 



 

 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 3. 

HALOS FOR OUR ANGEL VOLUNTEERS 

Christmas Hang-Ups Program 

Matt Cook, Meredith DeCou, Joshua Johnson,  Jeanette Justice,  

Kirsten Kuchta, Jeff and Judy Little, Deb and Danny Meester, 

Cathy Newcomb, Candace Ulmer, Luke Vortherms, Ann Weflen   

Advent Workshop 

John and Andrea Boerigter, Emma DeCou, Meredith DeCou, Jenne 

Esser, Linda Kelly, Luke Vortherms, Deb and Danny Meester, 

Cathy Newcomb, Ruth Parry, Suzannah Spencer, Mel Tibbets, Lisa 

Tunge, Candace Ulmer, Ann Weflen 

Worship Bag Team 

Cindy Carlson, Amy Engebretson, Sherese Kelliher, Terry Keill,  

Mary Tidwell, and Candace Ulmer for sorting and cleaning the 

worship bags for worship each week.  

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 

13 three to five-year-olds sang Away in the Manger, followed by 40 

elementary aged children who presented Christmas Hang-Ups, a 

heartwarming story about Christmas ornaments who learn the true 

meaning of Christmas. 

NEW VOLUNTEERS 

Why not start off the new year as a new volunteer? There are 

several opportunities to help with Children’s Ministry and we 

have a spot that will fit your interests and schedule. Children’s 

Ministry volunteers are people just like you—adults from all 

walks of life and a variety of ages. Your time will make a 

difference in the lives of kids and strengthen your faith. Plus, the 

relationships created with kids at FPC will last a lifetime. Training 

and curriculum is provided—don’t hold back, jump into a great 

new experience! To learn more about volunteering with children, 

contact Kathie Douma at the church office or email 

kathiedouma@fpcsiouxfalls.org 

The Toddlers and Twos Sunday School is held on the 2nd and 4th 

Sunday of the month in the nursery. Children are accompanied by 

a parent or caring adult. This is a great way for kids to become 

familiar with Sunday School in a comfortable and fun 

environment. PLUS, parents get to meet and interact with each 

other. Please plan to join us on January 14th! 

TODDLERS & TWOS SUNDAY SCHOOL 



 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY  /  www.presbyouth.com 4. 

Greetings to everyone at First 

Presbyterian. My introduction is well 

overdue; my name is Derrick Alinizi. I 

am currently a part-time student at 

Augustana University and I also work a 

full-time job at the South Dakota State 

Penitentiary. I am currently studying 

Psychology as well as Theology in 

school, which I am privileged to put to 

use as the Youth Ministry Intern here at 

the church.   

 

I would love to lie, rambling on to all of 

you about how educated I am on child 

psychology and that I know what kind of 

crazy chemicals make middle schoolers 

act the way they do. Truthfully, I am a 

novice in the field of Youth Ministry. 

However, to my surprise, the Wednesday 

night group here at First Presbyterian is 

not dormant, but flourishing. The middle 

schoolers are actively participating in 

conversation, asking many questions, 

and I can tell that this environment feels 

quite like home to a number of them.  

 

I love this position and the opportunities 

that have been afforded to me. Many 

things seem to be going quite well, 

however I would do the tale a great deal 

of injustice if I were to claim this to be 

my doing. I am humbled when I think of 

the story of Peter and Christ in Matthew 

14: 28-33. In this passage, Peter saw 

Christ coming to him and his fellow 

disciples on the water, amidst a storm. 

Peter asked for the impossible “Lord if it 

is you, command me to come to you on 

the water.” He cried. Christ did not 

ridicule the disciple who asked for this 

seemingly nonviable feat. Instead he told 

young Peter to “Come.” Peter came to 

him but when he no longer focused on 

the Savior he started to drown, then 

Christ graciously extended a helping 

hand and saved him.  

 

You see, friends, I am much like Peter in 

this chapter. Consequently, I know that I 

am no better than anyone and believe it 

or not, it is foolish of me to expect a 

miracle in the dogmatic sense of the 

word. Albeit, Peter never implicitly asked 

for a miracle, he simply asked to come to 

the Savior. And while he kept his eyes on 

Christ, miraculous things happened.  No 

adversity, wind or waves could stop him. 

When he fell short, as many do, and took 

his eyes off of what mattered, grace was 

sufficient enough to save him.  

I pray that as I continue my 

peregrination with this church, that you 

all afford me grace, because I am only 

human. If I am wrong, correct me, and 

work with me. However, for now I know 

that while I keep my eyes on Christ, he 

will lift me up and guide me to achieve 

miraculous goals so long as I keep my 

eyes on him. He will lift me up like he 

lifted up the Apostle to overcome the 

odds, even with the winds and waves of 

middle school hyperactivity.  

 

I would also like to take a moment to 

thank the men and women of this 

congregation, especially the parents and 

leaders who have assisted in Youth 

Ministry. They have offered their time 

and wisdom to the Youth Group and 

church as a whole. In doing so, they as 

well have kept their gazes firm upon 

Christ. I look forward to continuing this 

journey viz. seeing where it takes us. I 

invite any parents with questions, 

concerns, or who are looking to get more 

involved, to come to me anytime. The 

peace of Christ be with you all.     

 

Derrick Alinizi 



 

 

5. 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 

LIBRARY NEWS 

1. Christmas materials will remain on 

display until Epiphany, January 6th. 

 

2. The January display, beginning January 

7th, will be new-to-the-library Christian 

Life books. Start the New Year with a 

spiritual boost reading books on Christian 

Living.  

 

3. The Youth section has three new 

monographs: The Life of Jesus of Nazareth, 

50 Ways the Gospels Can Change Your Life, 

and Jesus: Who Do You Say That I Am? 

They are all stunningly visual and easy to 

read. Adults are invited to check them out 

as well. 

 

4. To go along with the Christian Life 

featured this month, the library has 

acquired the book, Ground Zero, by Leslie 

Haskin. The book tells of one woman’s 

struggle for survival and faith in the ashes 

of 9/11. Put this on your reading list for 

2018. 

 

5. The new book cart (red) will shed its 

Christmas titles on Epiphany and contain 

more new fiction and non-fiction titles for 

the New Year. Come in and check it out. 

 

6. 2018 calendars are here! Bring in 

yours to share or feel free to take what you 

need. The calendars will be donated to St 

Vincent de Paul Ministries in February. 

7. Finally, we ask in January that you sort 

through your paperbacks and drop off any 

you no longer need to the library. We keep 

the paperback cart in the chapel stocked all 

year with your donations. Also, during the 

Book Sale, we pull all on the cart and 

replace with new titles. We cannot do this 

without your help. 

 

8. Watch for details of the Spring Book Sale 

in the February newsletter. Plans are 

brewing. 

 

Linda Hubbard 

DID YOU KNOW... 

PW held their December Gathering on Saturday, Dec. 9, at 12:30 in 

the lounge. Many ladies arrived early and had fellowship before the 

gathering started. Everyone received a raffle ticket for a Christmas 

gift drawing to be held later. The invocation was given by Dianne 

Boatright and was entitled, Reflecting on Light. A delicious lunch 

was served consisting of chicken, broccoli, and rice casserole, kale 

salad, roll, and a peppermint cupcake.  

 

After lunch, 6 lucky people had their number drawn and received a 

Christmas gift. Thanks to Betty Huebner for being our PW elf, 

picking out the gifts, and wrapping them. Our speaker was Cynthia 

Sheppard who spoke on A Christmas Heart. We learned that a 

Christmas heart is quiet. A Christmas heart is seeking. A Christmas 

heart is caring. A Christmas heart is joyful. Her presentation 

definitely prepared our hearts for Christmas!  

 

Each December at our PW gathering, the PW Honorary Life 

Membership is presented. The award this year was presented to 

Carol Raker. Congratulations Carol and thank you for all you do for 

PW! A big thank you goes out as well to everyone involved in 

making this gathering a great success.  

PW is scheduled to serve at WNL on 01/17/2017. Faith Circle will be 

helping serve that evening. Thank you in advance for your 

participation!  

 

Circle meetings are scheduled as follows: 

Peace  1/14 9:40am  Kitchen, lower  

Faith  1/18  9:30 am  Room 205 

Hope  1/18  9:30 am  Lounge 

Joy  1/18  12:00 pm  Room 205 

Patience  1/18  1:30 pm  Room 206 

Charity  1/18  6:30 pm  Lounge 

Wisdom  1/18  12:30 pm  Lounge  

 

We will be studying Lesson 5, In Community with the Tradition of 

the Past. Scripture for this lesson includes Hebrews 3:1-6, 11.  

 

CT will meet Tuesday, 01/23/2018, at 4 pm in the lounge.  

 

Janice Hight 

PW Moderator  

ADAMS SCHOLARSHIP 

The Adams Scholarship at FPC 

originated in 1966 to honor Dr. and Mrs. 

Clarence Adams. Dr. Adams was senior 

pastor at First Presbyterian from 1939-

1966. Presbyterian Women created the 

scholarship in 1966 and have continued 

to support it through an annual 

fundraising event. Memorials, bequests, 

and individual contribution are also 

welcomed as an ongoing opportunity to 

support our future Christian Leaders. PW 

supports this scholarship to encourage 

men and women to prepare for roles in 

Christian service (ministry, mission 

work, church music, Christian education, 

etc). Initial consideration is given to 

those from our church and thereafter, to 

outside applicants. Scholarship forms are 

available in the church office. Completed 

applications are due May 1, 2018. If you 

have any questions, contact Julia 

Lufkins: juliamax@sio.midco.net 

 

Adams Scholarship Committee 

Julia Lufkins 

Becky Hillestad 

Sue Hanneld 



 

 

6. STEWARDSHIP 

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 

The process of Counting our Blessings has 

been an experience of excitement and 

gratitude. Each of us has been made more 

aware of all the special things in our lives, 

be they large or small. Our grateful 

appreciation to each of the members of 

First Presbyterian Church who made a 

commitment to our success with a 

financial pledge for 2018. Although we 

had a goal of 200 pledges for the year, the 

total pledged amount will make it 

possible to cover the budgeted needs.  

Your generous and prompt responses to 

our appeal were truly a blessing.   

Every gift of time, talent, or treasure is so 

vital to the life of our church community.  

So many in our community are being 

impacted by the mission gifts that are 

regularly given. Regular financial support 

will again be given to nine agencies. The 

unbudgeted, year-end gifts by many of 

you also make it possible to give extra 

assistance as needed. Thank you to all 

who make First Presbyterian Church a 

special, caring place.   

 

Ruth Parry 

ANOTHER WAY TO HELP – 

PER CAPITA 
 
By Claire Gillaspey for the Stewardship 

Team 

 
The theme for this past fall’s pledge drive 

was “Count Our Blessings”. One of the 

blessings I count is being part of a 

connectional denomination. Knowing I 

have Presbyterian sisters and brothers 

across the country and around the world 

gives me a deep sense of connection and 

belonging.  

 

If you know and understand what per 

capita is, you will want to know that per 

capita for this year is $29.13.  You can pay 

this at any time by writing a check to the 

church and putting “per capita” on the 

memo line. 

 

Don’t know what per capita is? Read on 

and I will do my best to explain! 

 

Per capita is the contribution each PC

(USA) congregation is asked to make to 

share the expense of the Presbyterian 

Church (USA), our national church family. 

The annual amount is a combined request 

from the presbytery (which in our case is 

the state of South Dakota), the synod (our 

Synod of Lakes and Prairies consists of 5 

1/2 states: SD, ND, MN, IA, WI, and much 

of NE), and the national offices (General 

Assembly or GA) in Louisville, KY. The 

money is used for many worthy causes. 

Examples include supporting our 

presbytery’s camp, Camp Rimrock, in the 

Black Hills; Synod School, the exciting 

summer camp for young and old that 

many members of our local church family 

have attended; and national and regional 

training events for pastors and lay leaders 

of congregations. Last year, Diane Helin 

attended a Stewardship Conference and 

brought back some great ideas for the 

Stewardship Team. 

 

The amount each congregation is asked to 

contribute is determined by multiplying 

the year’s per capita need by the number 

of members a congregation has. This 

year’s per capita is $29.13 per full 

member of the congregation. (We are not 

asked to pay for children who have not 

been confirmed.) FPC, without regret, 

budgets to cover the entire amount 

(which for us is over $20,000) because we 

value our connectional church and know 

we reap the benefits of the work of the 

regional and national offices. We also 

know that these contributions help in 

many outreach and mission endeavors of 

the greater church and that it is 

worthwhile to be part of those efforts. 

 

Many members of our First Presbyterian 

Church family pay their own per capita 

amount and the Stewardship Team is 

asking you to consider doing just that. 

Each dollar of per capita contributed by a 

church member is a dollar of our budget 

freed up to be used for our congregation’s 

programs, staff, and mission. If you’re 

willing and able, simply multiply $29.13 

times the number of full members of the 

church in your household and write a 

check to FPC for that amount. (Be sure to 

write “per capita” on the memo line so 

Roxie knows what it’s for.) If it is a stretch 

for you to contribute, don’t worry! The 

church will happily contribute for you! If 

you can perhaps cover part of someone 

else’s per capita, that would be very 

welcome! Every now and then at a 

business you might see a request to 

“round up for mission”. Consider 

rounding up your per capita contribution 

for the mission of FPC! 

 

Please consider paying some or all of your 

$29.13 per capita for 2018. Your 

Stewardship Team thanks you! 

As a nice change, December’s Session agenda was a shorter one 

than recently has been normal. This allowed Session to spend a 

nice amount of time in devotions and in discussion of the book 

Not Your Parents’ Offering Plate.  

 

In addition, Session heard a positive budget report and a positive 

pledge drive report. Session also briefly discussed plans for the 

February planning retreat. 

 

Congregation members are welcome at any Session meeting.  

Any concern to be brought before Session should be discussed 

with the moderator (Pastor Nate) or clerk (Claire Gillaspey) prior 

to the meeting so it can be cleared for the agenda. 

 

Full Session minutes can be found in a notebook in the church 

library.  If any additional information is desired, every elder on 

Session is willing to answer questions. 



 

 

7. EVENTS / NEWS / MISCELLANEOUS 

The Hoekman recipe for Buffalo Chile has been tested 

and refined by Don and Anja, which resulted in a 1st 

Place Trophy at the Multi-Cultural Center Chef 

Competition.  First Presbyterian Church was 

recognized with a table which had been beautifully 

decorated by Anja.  The twenty FPC members in 

attendance were wildly enthusiastic. Don and Anja 

have represented us well.  

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR  

AWARD WINNING CHEFS! 

CAN YOU HELP THE PRESBYTERY 

OF SOUTH DAKOTA? 

The Presbytery of South Dakota (PoSD) is asking for your 

help! They are on a quest to find and locate all Presbyterian 

Church (USA) properties in South Dakota. PoSD is legally 

liable for all properties it owns and some cemeteries and/

or old church buildings may have been “lost” or forgotten 

about over the years. If anyone thinks they may know of 

any such “lost” Presbyterian properties, please contact 

the PoSD office by emailing clerk@presbyteryofsd.org or 

calling 605-595-3908. Thank you! 

Who: Everyone at First Presbyterian Church  

Oversight teams: Youth (specifically Confirmation students, 

Neighborhood Care Team of the Deacons, children 

through Children’s Offering, Congregational Care 

Coordinator, Associate Pastor) 

 

What: Following the PCUSA tradition of making 

Super Bowl Sunday also a day of service, FPC will provide 

soup and fellowship to the unhoused in Sioux Falls. The 

congregation will also donate cans of soup to be given to 

the VA Outreach Center (soup to be given to our 

homeless veterans), and the January Children’s offering 

money will be designated to purchase canned soup which 

will be given to the children who gather for soup at the 

FPC Souper Bowl of Caring held at the MCC). All left over 

soup/bread will be donated to the VA Outreach center. 

 

When: Sunday, February 4th from noon-4:00 p.m. 

 

Where: The Multi-Cultural Center, downtown Sioux 

Falls. 

 

Note: we are asking for cans of soup that have pop-top lids. 

“Representing First Presbyterian Church at the Battle of 

the Chefs was a GREAT experience. Thank you to the 

Mission Team for your support. It was greatly 

appreciated!”         -Anja Hoekman 

WALKING WITH ABRAHAM AND 

SARAH (AND FPC FRIENDS) 

Join Pastor Pat and Congregational Care Coordinator 

Jana Elkins for a walk and talk every Wednesday in 

January (January 3, 10, 17, 24, 31) from 11am to 12pm 

in the Western Mall.  

We will start with a brief devotional and group discussion 

focusing on Abraham and Sarah, and then walk and talk 

amongst our other brothers and sisters in Christ! No sign-

up needed. Just come as you are and stay as long as you 

like. We will meet inside the mall in front of the movie 

theatre. We hope to see you there! 

ALL CHURCH SOUPER BOWL OF CARING PROJECT 



 

 

8. EVENTS / NEWS / MISCELLANEOUS 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

MEMORIALS RECEIVED DURING 

NOVEMBER 2017 
 
A gift to the Music Ministry Fund: 

 ~in memory of Marty Braithwaite: Tami Hurley;    

    Earl & Kathy Kemp;  Phil & Diana Kappen; Pat     

    Boelman; Gayle & Angie Nelson; Daniel & Lisa    

    Tunge; Roxie Huber & Scott Faragher; Jane Quail;     

    Arlin & Judy Rops; Donna Vaupel 

 ~in memory of Jean Gillaspey: Dennis & Jo        

    Erickson; Anonymous Donor; Tim & Mary        

    Braithwaite; Joan Clark 

 ~in memory of Lowell Calkins: Joan Clark 

A gift to the Good Samaritan Fund: 

 ~in memory of Betty Parry:   Joan Clark 

 ~in memory of Lowell Calkins:  Karel & Joyce       

    Vander Lugt 

Gifts to the Memorial Fund: 

 ~in memory of Lowell Calkins:  Earl & Kathy       

    Kemp; Ron & Mel Roos; 

    Jack & Marne Shaffer; Mary Jane Howard;       

    Dennis & Jo Erickson; Stan & Judie Van De Berg;   

    Jean Takvam; George & Judy Regan; Pat Boelman 

 ~in memory of Jean Gillaspey:  Pat Boelman 

 ~in memory of Janet Wenes:  Pat Boelman 

 ~in memory of Jessica Brandenburg:  Pat Boelman 

Gifts to the Margaret Buck Facility Fund: 

 ~in memory of Lowell Calkins:  Paul & Pat Penn;     

    Jack & Judy Hamilton; Rod & Ruth Parry; Gayle     

    & Angie Nelson 

A gift to the Children’s Ministry Fund:   

 ~in memory of Lowell Calkins:  Sally Calkins 

 ~in memory of Vi Jensen:  Presbyterian Women 

A gift to the Adult Discipleship Fund: 

 ~in memory of Vi Jensen: Presbyterian Women 

A gift to the Deacon Fund: 

 ~in memory of Lowell Calkins:  Phyllis Harmsen 

 ~in memory of Hazel Miller:  in memory of Jack    

    Boatright’s mother from his fellow Deacons 

A gift to the Library Fund: 

 ~in memory of Dawn Wollman: Wisdom Circle 

A gift to the Handbell Fund for rolling cases: 

 ~in memory of Jean Gillaspey:  Ruth & Rod Parry 

A gift to Seedsowers:   

 ~in memory of Marty Braithwaite:   Rod & Ruth    

    Parry 

A gift to the Youth Ministry Fund: 

 ~in memory of Richard Blue: Kay & David Olson 

 

HONORARIA RECEIVED DURING 

NOVEMBER 2017 
 
A gift to the Music Ministry Fund: 

 ~in honor of Arlin & Judy Rops’ 50th Anniversary:       

   Joan Clark 

From Pat Penn 

The Worship and Music Committee would like to thank all those 

who wrote devotions for the Advent Devotion booklet. It was 

wonderful to read about all the inspiring actions made by, and 

for, the members of our church family. You have all been a gift 

to the congregation! Bless you in this new year! 

Thanks to Lisa Tunge, Lynnette Olson, Rose De Jager, Jean 

Nicholson, Donna Dwire, Judy Rops, Jason Douma, Fay Justice, 

Jeanette Justice, Lori Walsh, Carol Woltjer, Bob Woltjer, Dee 

Waggoner, Bill Waggoner, Joel Waggoner, Jada Dobesh, Pat 

Hammond, Nathan Esser, and Julie and Dave Wooters. 

THANK YOU! 

Where does the time go? We are now about to enter January, 

2018 and our SEED SOWERS MISSION project is now fifteen 

years old!  It has been a very successful mission project for all of 

us that have contributed time and finances to keeping this 

project going all these years. I have no idea what Dick 

Braithwaite and Richard Foster's expectations were back when 

they started this mission project, but all that have benefited 

from the generosity of contributors have bettered their lives. 

Richard Foster has continued to be so pleased, and I believe 

Dick Braithwaite is smiling down on the fruits of his labors. 

Many of the contributors that started giving fifteen years ago 

are still participating, but we always welcome new participants.  

Currently our US dollar is worth 50.39 Philippine Peso. What a 

great return on your investment and what a difference you can 

make with our brothers and sisters in Christ on the other side of 

the world! As we start this new year, please prayerfully consider 

becoming involved with the SEED SOWERS MISSION. You can 

find more information on the lemon bright trifold brochure 

found in the pews as well as the same colored envelopes. Thank 

you for your consideration in this mission project and May God 

Bless! 

 

Mindy Braithwaite 

HAPPY 15TH ANNIVERSARY, SEED SOWERS! 



 

 

JANUARY CALENDAR 9. 

Mon, Jan 1 

11:00am Korean Fellowship New Year Service (Room 

101, Room 104-lower kitchen) 

 

Tues, Jan 2 

4:45pm Kindermusik (Room 113-Kindermusik) 

7:00pm Pickleball (Covenant Center) 

 

Wed, Jan 3 

7:30am Collision (Room 101) 

9:30am Kindermusik (Room 113) 

4:00pm Dow Rummel Communion Worship (Off Site) 

6:30pm Praise Band Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

7:30pm Sanctuary Choir (Room 214 Choir Room) 

 

Thurs, Jan 4 

9:15am Kingdom Kids (Room 233) 

4:00pm Kindermusik (Room 113) 

4:00pm Connection Recovery Support Group (Room 

205) 

5:50pm Fellowship Team (Lounge) 

6:00pm Boys Basketball (Covenant Center) 

6:00pm Congregational Care & Wellness (Room 206-

Reflection Room) 

6:30pm Deacon's Meeting (Lounge) 

 

Fri, Jan 5 

8:30am Covenant Blessings Group (Covenant Center, 

Room 101, Room 104-lower/main kitchen, Room 

107, Room 111) 

9:30am Edison/Lincoln Moms in Prayer (Room 206-

Reflection Room) 

6:00pm Staff Christmas Party (Off-Site) 

 

Sat, Jan 6 

12:00pm The Way (Room 214 Choir Room) 

 

Sun, Jan 7 

Youth Mission Trip IPO Release Date 

8:30am Traditional Worship Service (Sanctuary) 

9:40am 1st Steps - 3 & 4 Year Olds (Room 115) 

9:40am 1st Steps 5 Yrs-Kindergarten (Room 

112) 

9:40am Confirmation Class (Room 205) 

9:40am High School Sunday School (Room 201 HS) 

9:40am Creator's Kids (Room 106, Room 107, Room 

108, Room 109 (The Void), Room 111) 

9:40am Middle School Sunday School (Room 202 MS) 

9:40am Adult Ed (Lounge) 

11:00am Contemporary Worship Service (Sanctuary) 

12:30pm Korean Presbyterian Fellowship (Room 101, 

Room 104-lower kitchen, Room 214 Choir Room) 

2:00pm The Way (Room 214 Choir Room) 

 

Mon, Jan 8 

9:00am Foot Care Clinic (Room 205, Room 206 

Reflection Room) 

9:15am Kingdom Kids (Room 233) 

10:30am Kindermusik (Room 113) 

11:00am Women's Study Group (Memorial Room) 

11:45am Children's Ministry Team Meeting (Room 

212) 

4:15pm Kindermusik (Room 113) 

4:45pm Finance Ministry Team (Room 212) 

6:00pm Boys Basketball (Covenant Center) 

8:00pm Drone Training (Covenant Center) 

 

Tues, Jan 9 

8:30am Staff Meeting (Room 212) 

8:45am Bell Chorale Bible Study (Room 206- 

Reflection Room) 

9:15am Kingdom Kids (Room 233) 

9:45am Bell Chorale (Room 213 Belfry) 

4:45pm Kindermusik (Room 113) 

6:30pm Session Stated Meeting (Room 206- Reflection 

Room) 

7:00pm Pickleball (Covenant Center) 

 

Wed, Jan 10 

7:30am Collision (Room 101) 

9:30am Kindermusik (Room 113) 

3:30pm Christ Care Small Group (Memorial Room) 

5:30pm WNL! Meals (Room 101, Room 104-lower 

kitchen) 

6:15pm WNL! Kids Club (Kid Min Room) 

6:15pm WNL Adult Study-Bible From Scratch (Room 

204) 

6:15pm WNL! Youth Group (Room 201 HS, Room 202 

MS) 

6:30pm Praise Band Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

7:30pm Sanctuary Choir (Room 214 Choir Room) 

8:00pm Drone Training (Covenant Center) 

 

Thurs, Jan 11 

9:15am Kingdom Kids (Room 233) 

11:30am Knit2gether (Memorial Room) 

4:00pm Connection Recovery Support Group (Room 

205) 

4:00pm Kindermusik (Room 113) 

6:00pm Boys Basketballl (Covenant Center) 

7:00pm Presbyterian Readers Group (Memorial Room) 

 

Fri, Jan 12 

9:30am Edison/Lincoln Moms in Prayer (Room 206-

Reflection Room) 

 

Sat, Jan 13 

8:00am Habitat Workday! Watch for details (Off- Site) 

12:00pm The Way (Room 214 Choir Room) 

 

Sun, Jan 14 

8:30am Traditional Worship Service (Sanctuary) 

9:40am High School Sunday School (Room 201 HS) 

9:40am 1st Steps 5 Yrs-Kindergarten (Room 112) 

9:40am Middle School Sunday School (Room 202 MS) 

9:40am Adult Ed (Lounge) 

9:40am 1st Steps - 3 & 4 Year Olds (Room 115) 

9:40am 1st Steps - 2 Year Olds (Room 233, Rooms 

231 & 232) 

9:40am Confirmation Class (Room 205) 

9:40am Creator's Kids (Room 106, Room 107, Room 

108, Room 109 (The Void), Room 111) 

11:00am Contemporary Worship Service (Sanctuary) 

12:30pm Korean Presbyterian Fellowship (Room 101, 

Room 104-lower kitchen, Room 214 Choir Room) 

2:00pm The Way (Room 214 Choir Room) 

 

Mon, Jan 15 

9:15am Kingdom Kids (Room 233) 

10:30am Kindermusik (Room 113) 

11:00am Women's Study Group (Memorial Room) 

4:15pm Kindermusik (Room 113) 

6:00pm Boys Basketball (Covenant Center) 

8:00pm Drone Training (Covenant Center) 

 

Tues, Jan 16 

8:30am Staff Meeting (Room 212) 

8:45am Bell Chorale Bible Study (Room 206-

Reflection Room) 

9:15am Kingdom Kids (Room 233) 

9:45am Bell Chorale (Room 213 Belfry) 

4:45pm Kindermusik (Room 113) 

6:30pm Worship & Music Ministry Team (Room 205) 

7:00pm IHS Pathways of Peace (Chapel) 

7:00pm Pickleball (Covenant Center) 

 

Wed, Jan 17 

7:30am Collision (Room 101) 

9:30am Kindermusik (Room 113) 

5:30pm WNL! Meals (Room 101, Room 104-lower 

kitchen) 

6:15pm Elder/Deacon Training (Room 205) 

6:15pm WNL! Kids Club (Kid Min Room) 

6:15pm WNL! Youth Group (Room 201 HS, Room 202 

MS) 

6:15pm WNL Adult Study-Bible From Scratch (Room 

204) 

6:30pm Praise Band Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

6:30pm Building & Grounds Meeting (Room 212) 

7:30pm Sanctuary Choir (Room 214 Choir Room) 

8:00pm Drone Training (Covenant Center) 

 

Thurs, Jan 18 

9:15am Kingdom Kids (Room 233) 

9:30am Hope Circle (Lounge) 

9:30am Faith Circle Meeting (Room 205) 

12:00pm Joy Circle (Room 205) 

12:30pm Wisdom Circle (Lounge) 

1:30pm Patience Circle (Room 206-Reflection Room) 

4:00pm Kindermusik (Room 113) 

4:00pm Connection Recovery Support Group (Room 

205) 

5:30pm Personnel Ministry Team Meeting (Room 212) 

6:00pm Adult Education Ministry Team (Room 206-

Reflection Room) 

6:00pm Boys Basketball (Covenant Center) 

6:30pm Charity Circle (Lounge) 

 

Fri, Jan 19 

8:30am "Covenant Blessings" Group (Covenant Center, 

Room 101, Room 104-lower kitchen, Room 107, 

Room 111) 

9:30am Edison/Lincoln Moms in Prayer (Room 206-

Reflection Room) 

 

Sat, Jan 20 

12:00pm The Way (Room 214 Choir Room) 

 

Sun, Jan 21 

8:30am Traditional Worship Service (Sanctuary) 

9:40am Peace Circle (Room 101, Room 104-lower 

kitchen) 

9:40am Creator's Kids (Room 106, Room 107, Room 

108, Room 109 (The Void), (Room 111) 

9:40am 1st Steps - 3 & 4 Year Olds (Room 115) 

9:40am High School Sunday School (Room 201 HS) 

9:40am Adult Ed (Lounge) 

9:40am Middle School Sunday School (Room 202 MS) 

9:40am 1st Steps 5 Yrs-Kindergarten (Room 112) 

9:40am Confirmation Class (Room 205) 

11:00am Contemporary Worship Service (Sanctuary) 

12:00pm Youth Ministry Team (Room 206-Reflection 

Room) 

12:30pm Korean Presbyterian Fellowship (Room 101, 

Room 104-lower kitchen, Room 214 Choir Room) 

1:30pm Korean Presbyterian Fellowship (Room 101, 

Room 104-lower kitchen) 

2:00pm The Way (Room 214 Choir Room) 



 

 

Rhys Barnett   01/?? 

Mary Anderson   01/01 

Vickie Anderson   01/01 
Bill Kautz    01/01 

Val Kautz    01/01 

Kay Masselink   01/01 

Patti Newby   01/01 

James Parker   01/01 

Ciarra Schoon   01/01 

Jerry Simmons   01/01 

Eric Wells    01/01 
Jean Wold    01/01 

Emma Kruse   01/02 

Sally Kulm   01/02 

Brady Jaton   01/03 

Rachel Pay    01/03 

Julie Risty    01/03 

Joan Costello   01/04 

Kaylea Rickenbaugh   01/04 
Tracie Van Briggle   01/04 

David Kulm   01/05 

Kylee Olson   01/05 

Patrick Thurman   01/05 

Heidi Costello   01/06 

Penny Harrison   01/06 

Flo Javers    01/06 
Richard Johnson   01/06 

Chuck Merrow   01/06 

Geoffrey Nixon   01/06 

Landon Wilson   01/06 

Hannah DeHoogh-Kliewer  01/07 

Fred Olson    01/07 

Asher Griess   01/08 

Alex Pfeiffer   01/08 
McKenzie Vortherms   01/08 

Kevin Wilson   01/08 

Nadine Amundson   01/09 

Daniel Meester-Gillette  01/09 

Carol Adamson   01/10 
Phillip Bjorneberg   01/10 

Emma DeHoogh-Kliewer  01/10 

Jacob Rausch   01/10 

Kineasha Weaver   01/10 

Brian Carlson   01/11 

Gene Costello   01/11 

Cecilia Douma   01/11 

Dave Larson   01/11 
Sheryl Papke   01/11 

Cindy Carlson   01/13 

Rachel Folde   01/13 

Olivia Hruby   01/13 

Sue Simmons   01/13 

Lisa Tunge    01/13 

Emily Koupal   01/14 

David Tidwell   01/14 
Norman Dittman   01/15 

Megan Holden   01/15 

Mark Volkers   01/15 

Jeanie Miller   01/16 

Judy Schaap   01/16 

Rachel Wilson   01/16 

Vickie Kendel   01/17 
Wendy Severson   01/17 

Hannah DeGroot   01/18 

Ashlyn Kelliher   01/18 

Dan Schnabel   01/18 

Marne Shaffer   01/18 

Drew Nielsen   01/19 

Jackie Olson   01/19 

Vonny Revell   01/19 
Jason Swift   01/19 

Joshua Newcomb   01/20 

Rhys Nielsen   01/20 

Dorothy Rust   01/20 

Lynne Acheson   01/21 
John Helin   01/21 

Alice Robbins   01/21 

Mark Bukovich   01/22 

Julianne Burggraff   01/22 

Edyanne Haafke   01/22 

Edna Ellwein   01/23 

Margaret Christopherson  01/24 

Pauline Karnof   01/24 
Connor Horr   01/25 

Wade Pringle   01/25 

Julie Wooters   01/25 

Sue Hanneld   01/26 

Riley Marie Papke   01/26 

Rowan Moon Papke   01/26 

Jack Burggraff   01/27 

Paul DeCou   01/27 
Doug Brock   01/28 

Nancy Loudon   01/28 

Dawn Swart   01/28 

Dawson Unruh   01/28 

Julie Burggraff   01/29 

Stephen Egger   01/29 

Gebre Geremikal   01/29 
Dennis Graber   01/29 

David Winter   01/29 

Ross Brown   01/30 

Madelyn Miller   01/30 

Michael Van Oort   01/30 

Karleen Abarr   01/31 

Imara Jacquemart   01/31 

Marc Madison   01/31 
Bill Roberts   01/31 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 

10. JANUARY CALENDAR (continued) 

Mon, Jan 22 

9:15am Kingdom Kids (Room 233) 

10:30am Kindermusik (Room 113-Kindermusik) 

11:00am Women's Study Group (Memorial Room) 

4:15pm Kindermusik (Room 113) 

6:00pm Boys Basketball (Covenant Center) 

8:00pm Drone Training (Covenant Center) 

 

Tues, Jan 23 

8:30am Staff Meeting (Room 212) 

9:15am Kingdom Kids (Room 233) 

4:00pm PW Coordinating Team Meeting (Lounge) 

4:45pm Kindermusik (Room 113) 

5:30pm Mission Team Meeting (Room 206 Reflection 

Room) 

7:00pm Pickleball (Covenant Center) 

 

Wed, Jan 24 

7:30am Collision (Room 101) 

9:30am Kindermusik (Room 113) 

3:30pm Christ Care Group (Memorial Room) 

5:30pm WNL! Meals (Room 101, Room 104-lower 

kitchen) 

5:30pm Membership Ministry Meeting (Room 206-

Reflection Room) 

6:15pm WNL! Kids Club (Kid Min Room) 

6:15pm WNL! Youth Group (Room 201 HS, Room 202 

MS) 

6:15pm WNL Adult Study-Bible From Scratch (Room 

204) 

6:30pm Praise Band Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

7:30pm Sanctuary Choir (Room 214 Choir Room) 

8:00pm Drone Training (Covenant Center) 

 

Thurs, Jan 25 

9:15am Kingdom Kids (Room 233) 

11:30am Knit2gether (Memorial Room) 

4:00pm Kindermusik (Room 113) 

4:00pm Connection Recovery Support Group (Room 205) 

6:00pm Boys Basketballl (Covenant Center) 

 

Fri, Jan 26 

9:30am Edison/Lincoln Moms in Prayer (Room 206-

Reflection Room) 

 

Sat, Jan 27 

12:00pm The Way (Room 214 Choir Room) 

 

Sun, Jan 28 

8:30am Traditional Worship Service (Sanctuary) 

9:40am 1st Steps - 2 year olds (Room 233, Rooms 231 

& 232) 

9:40am Creator's Kids (Room 106, Room 107, Room 108, 

Room 109 (The Void), Room 111) 

9:40am 1st Steps - 3 & 4 Year Olds (Room 115) 

9:40am High School Sunday School (Room 201 HS) 

9:40am 1st Steps 5 Yrs-Kindergarten (Room 112) 

9:40am Middle School Sunday School (Room 202 MS) 

9:40am Adult Ed (Lounge) 

9:40am Confirmation Class (Room 205) 

11:00am Contemporary Worship Service (Sanctuary) 

12:30pm Korean Presbyterian Fellowship (Room 101, 

Room 104-lower kitchen, Room 214 Choir Room) 

1:30pm Korean Presbyterian Fellowship (Room 101, 

Room 104-lower kitchen) 

2:00pm The Way (Room 214 Choir Room) 

 

Mon, Jan 29 

9:15am Kingdom Kids (Room 233) 

10:30am Kindermusik (Room 113) 

11:00am Women's Study Group (Memorial Room) 

4:15pm Kindermusik (Room 113) 

6:00pm Boys Basketball (Covenant Center) 

8:00pm Worship Service at Union Gospel Mission 

8:00pm Drone Training (Covenant Center) 

 

Tues, Jan 30 

8:30am Staff Meeting (Room 212) 

9:15am Kingdom Kids (Room 233) 

4:45pm Kindermusik (Room 113) 

7:00pm Pickleball (Covenant Center) 

 

Wed, Jan 31 

7:30am Collision (Room 101) 

9:30am Kindermusik (Room 113) 

5:30pm WNL! Meals (Room 101, Room 104-lower 

kitchen) 

6:15pm WNL! Kids Club (Kid Min Room) 

6:15pm WNL! Youth Group (Room 201 HS, Room 202 

MS) 

6:15pm WNL Adult Study-Bible From Scratch (Room 

204) 

6:30pm Praise Band Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

7:30pm Sanctuary Choir (Room 214 Choir Room) 

8:00pm Drone Training 

(Covenant Center) 

The Lost & Found Box is located in the west 

side of the island in the church office.  

Items will be held until Jan 15: 

Black Nebraska Huskers hoodie – Youth XL 

Joe Boxer swim trunks – size L/G 

Grey hoodie sweat shirt – Youth XL 

Woman’s light blue puffer jacket – size Med 

Silver necklace with round pendant                                     

LOST & FOUND 


