
 

 

FEBRUARY ,  2017                          VOLUME  19 ISSUE  2

“IF YOU ARE THE SON OF GOD…”  

Baptism has been the focus of worship for January.  Re-
turning to the waters of our baptism, we were reminded 
we are claimed and loved by God.  We are given a new 
identity.  God calls us “beloved children.”    
Moving on from his baptism, Jesus enters the wilderness 
where he is confronted by Satan.  Jesus is tempted and 
his identity is called into question.  The great tempter 
says to Jesus, “Prove to me that you are who God has 
said you are.” 

It’s a powerful story that gives you and me hope.  When 
it seems our sin is too great; our past too broken.  When 
we feel less sure that we’re children of God and wonder, 
“Does God still want me?”  When our faith bears the 
strain of all that happens in life and the world around 
us.   When we feel lost in our wilderness, we tell our-
selves this wilderness story.   Jesus’ identity was chal-
lenged; but it was not taken from him.  He was tempted; 
but the temptation did not overwhelm him. 

Jesus’ strength gives us hope.  Christ travels with us es-
pecially when it seems we are in the wilderness and his 
strength and victory assures us that we will not remain 
there.  God will bring you out of your wilderness.  Trust 
him.  He has walked it before.  He knows the way. 
And God is leading our church.  There has been a very 
real sense of life in our congregation.  Worship is joy-
ful!  Coffee hour is hopping and loud!  Conversations 
about faith are deep and challenging.  Children are excit-
edly digging deep into Scripture through hands-on learn-
ing in Sunday School and Kids Club!  As part of 
Wednesday evening youth group, teens discuss real life 
issues in small group discussions and explore ways their 
faith in Christ is able to help them.  We continue our 
“prayer circle” ministry – lifting up every name of every 
child and teenager in our church family.  We are inten-
tionally reaching out to more of our shut-ins, providing 
increased opportunities for meaningful visits from mem-
bers while celebrating communion.  Many among us are 
finding a new freedom through God’s grace.  Christ is 
transforming us, helping us begin to let go of the past 
and embrace hope and a future.  More and more people 
are exploring their sense of call, asking how to live out 
their faith.  The Spirit is showing us new ways to be the 
church and reach out into our community with a mes-
sage of hope!  I am overwhelmed and my plate is be-
yond full!  But, my heart is overflowing!! 

Furthermore, I am expectant that God has great things in 

store for each of us, as well as our congregation, as we 
draw closer to Lent and Easter.  God is doing something 
good and more is yet to come. 

In Christ, 

Rev. Nate Esser 

 

Coming Up: Wednesday Night Live & Overcoming 

Adversity 

On Wednesday nights during Lent, several speakers will 
share personal faith stories on "Overcoming Adversi-
ty."  Come be encouraged!  Invite friends and neighbors 
to attend!   

Guest Speakers include the following: 

 March 8th:  Matt Jacobson, Decorated Special Olym-
pic Athlete from Sioux Falls 

 March 15th: John Stiegelmeier, Head Football Coach 
for South Dakota State University 

 March 22nd:  Debra Owen, Vice President of State 
and Federal Relations for South Dakota 

 March 29th:  To be announced! 

 April 5th:  Andrea McCartney, Assistant Volleyball 
Coach at University of Sioux Falls 

the Messenger 
the Visible Face of Christ 

 

Pastor Nate's Award Winning Pierogi Casserole Recipe 
  
Ingredients: 
1 box of frozen Mrs. T's Pierogis (in the frozen potato  
section - any variety!) 
1/2 c. cream cheese 
1/2 c. chicken broth or milk 
1/2 c. cheddar cheese 
4 pieces of cooked & crumbled bacon 
1 kielbasa sliced  
chopped green onion 
sour cream 
  
Preheat Oven to 400 deg. 
Spray 8x8 baking dish 
Combine cream cheese & broth/milk in saucepan over  
medium heat & whisk until smooth. 
Arrange pierogis and kielbasa in the baking dish and cover 
with the above mixture. 
Sprinkle with cheese and bacon. 
Bake for 30 minutes or until browned.  
Garnish with onions and sour cream & enjoy! 
  
Freezes well!  Modified from Recipelion.com 
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2/19  NO Sunday School (President's Day Weekend)  

2/22 NO KidMo (President's Day break from school) 
2/26 Presentation of Story Bibles to toddlers at 11 am worship 
3/1  Ash Wednesday—NO KidMo  
 Ash Wednesday Communion Service 7 pm at  

Little Stone Church 

3/8 Possible GUEST SPEAKER at Kid’s Club 

4/12 NO KidMo (Holy Week) 
4/16  NO Sunday School (Easter Sunday) 
4/26 FUN NIGHT Last Week of Club 
5/14  LAST week of Sunday School 

Children’s Ministry Calendar 

KidMo our Wednesday Night Curriculum 
KIDMO contains strong Bible teaching, high-impact worship, interactive lessons, review games, Bible memory 
challenges, small group breakouts and a comprehensive take home review. The exciting blend of music, ani-
mation and live action engages kids and holds their attention. Small groups lead to deep conversation and 
caring relationships. 

 

TEACH Unit 

Ring the bell because school is in session.  In TEACH students will learn that applying God’s word starts with right Thinking. 

Knowledge isn’t enough, we must Exercise what we know in our daily lives. Discover how to Amplify Jesus to those around us 

through baptism. Every graduate should understand how to Change bad habits and how to Help others. You’ll go on a whirlwind trip 
from Old School to New School with more wacky KIDMO teachers including Not Exactly Sunday School’s Mrs. Fluffynutter and Com-
pass Points with Lester the Lab Assistant. So professor, put on your spectacles and let’s look a little deeper!  
  

KidMo Point System  
Attend and be awesome 
Bring your Bible 
Return your signed and completed MAP book 
Bring a FRIEND 
---- 

Wed. Night Nursery CHANGE 
We continue to offer childcare on Wednesday night to allow parents to participate in Wednesday night activities but due to declining 

usage, we are requesting advanced registration.  If your child will be using the church nursery, please contact Kathie Douma 

by MONDAY at 336-2886 or kathiedouma@fpcsiouxfalls.org  (We may be able to accommodate last minute requests, call to 
see.)  Stef Hurley is our experienced, caring provider on Wednesday nights! 
---- 
It is cold now but summer is coming and it is time to start planning: 

Presbyterian Summer Camps 

Our kids have access to several church camps this summer where they will not only enjoy nature and make new friends; they wil l 

also grow in their faith and relationship to God!  FPC offers camp scholarships to families to cover 1/3 of the cost of camp. (Additional 

scholarship may be available.)  Talk to Kathie Douma (kathiedouma@fpcsiouxfalls.org) to learn more. 

 Presbytery of SD camps has a brand new website with camp info, dates and registration:  http://pioneerrimrock.camp 

 The Presbyterian Camp at Okoboji has a new name: http://www.lakeshorecenteratokoboji.org 

Music Camp June 12-16 
Kids who have completed 3rd-8th grade have a blast learning an entire musical in one week!  Through music, art (making props and 
sets) and drama, and lots of energy, students experience God in a dynamic and active way.  These are memories that will last their 
entire lifetime!   Our show has not yet been determined but stay tuned for the latest updates. 

 

Maker Fun Factory VBS July 10-14 
Our VBS program is open to all children ages 3-years-old to those who have completed 5th grade. Curious kids will 
become hands-on inventors who discover they’re lovingly crafted by God.   Maker Fun Factory will spark creativity 
through worship, Bible story, creative projects, mission/service, games, video lesson and even snacks.  This is truly an 
intergenerational program with churchwide participation and now is the time to get your schedule cleared so you can 
be a part of all the fun.  You will not want to miss out, the church will be buzzing with excitement all week. 

---- 

VBS planning team 
Work begins NOW on VBS and we want you to join in the fun.  Call Kathie Douma at the church office to learn more. 
Decorating Team - Help transform FPC into a whimsical and playful factory by helping coordinate decorations with the 
4 area churches. 
Supply Coordinator - communicate with teachers to gather and shop for supplies. 
---- 
It is our tradition to present toddler story Bibles to children in our congregation who are two years olds.  Watch for the tots and their 
parents at the 11 a.m. worship service on Sunday, February 26th.  This gift is one way for FPC to support families to help our children 
know, love and follow God. 

mailto:kathiedouma@fpcsiouxfalls.org
http://pioneerrimrock.camp
http://www.lakeshorecenteratokoboji.org
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Changing your Habits for 

Better Health for 2017 
 
Old habits are hard to break.  
Changing your habits is a 

process involving several stages.  Sometimes it 
takes a while before changes turn into new habits. 
Adopting new healthier habits may protect you from 
serious health problems.  New habits may help you 
look and feel better.  After a while they will become 
your new normal.  There are 4 stages people may 
experience when changing a health behavior: 
 Contemplation - I’m thinking about it 
 Preparation - I have made up my mind 
 Action - I have started to make changes 
 Maintenance - I have a new routine 
 
Whether you feel like change is a world away or just 
around the corner, some of these suggestions may 
help you. 
 
STEP UP TO HEALTHY HABITS - Get 150-300 
minutes of moderately intense physical activity each 
week 
STENGTHEN YOUR MUSCLES AT LEAST TWICE 
A WEEK - lift weights, gardening or rubber resistant 
bands 
EAT MORE FRUITS AND VEGETABLES, WHOLE 
GRAINS, FAT FREE OR LOW FAT DAIRY, SEA 
FOOD, LEAN MEATS, EGGS, BEANS, NUTS AND 
SEEDS 
 
LIMIT SUGAR SWEETENED DRINKS AND DES-
SERTS, FOOD MADE WITH BUTTER OR OTHER 
FATS SOLID AT ROOM TEMPERATURE, AND 
REFINED GRAINS 
 
What stage are you in?  If you are thinking about it, 
make a list of pros and cons.  If you are in the prep-
aration stage, you are ready to take action.  To get 
started, look at your list of pros and cons.  How can 
you make a plan and move forward?  Look at barri-
ers and solutions.  Have you started to make chang-
es?  To stick with your habits, it is helpful to look at 
how you are doing, overcome your setbacks, and 
reward yourself for your hard work.  Track your pro-
gress with a journal.  You need to record not only 
what you did but how you felt while doing it.  Re-
member a slip-up does not mean you have failed.  
All of us have experienced setbacks.  Focus on 

each step you take to reach your goal.  Now that 
you are on your way, how do you maintain?  Add a 
variety of foods and activities to stay motivated.  
How do I deal with setbacks? Plan for them but 
don’t let them derail you.  Refocus and start again. 
Challenge yourself.  If you have reached your goal,  
go a little farther.  Expand your goal.  Get a buddy 
to keep you accountable.  It is always good to have 
someone in your corner cheering you on. 
 
Small changes can lead to healthy habits for life. 
Information from National Institute of Health 
 
February is heart health month so make sure your 
heart is healthy.  Know your numbers have a 
screening and start the heart healthy living.  Wear 
Red Sunday will be February 12th.  Happy Heart 
month! 
 
Foot care is February 27th 

SENIOR EVENT 
Sunday, February 12    

9:40am-10:40am 

Theme:  Love is in the air! 

 

 

 
 

 
 

We will be asking some couples from the con-

gregation to share their love stories. 
 

Serving: 

Baked French Toast, Strawberries, 

Smokies,  Juice, Coffee, Tea 
 

Deadline to sign up Tues. Feb. 7   

Grace Willemssen is turning 92 on  

February 19!  Please shower her with cards 

and wishes for a happy birthday. 
 

 

 

 

Grace Willemssen 

1400 7th Ave. SE 

Sioux Center, IA   51250 
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First Presbyterian Church                                                                             
Operating Fund Treasurer's Report 

July 1, 2016 
through  

December 31, 2016 

Account  

 Actual at              

12-31-16  

 Budget at   

12-31-16  

 Difference:       
Over Budget            

(Under Budget)  

    

    

Total Income  $ 455,996.00   $  441,626.00   $  14,370.00  

    

Total Expense  $ 401,847.00   $  413,241.00   $ (11,394.00) 

    

Total Income Less To-

tal Expenses  $       54,149   $        28,385   

    

MEMORIALS RECEIVED DURING 

December 2016 

 

Gifts to the Unrestricted Fund:    
~in memory of Howard Gray:  George & Judy Re-
gan 
~in memory of Billee Robinson:  Margaret Dalthorp;  
W. D. Robinson 
 

 

HONORARIA RECEIVED DURING 

December 2016 
 

A gift to the Good Samaritan Fund: 
~in honor of Jo & Denny Erickson’s 40th anniver-
sary:   George & Judy Regan 

SPECIAL GIFTS RECEIVED DURING 

December 2016 

 
A gift was given by Glen McKay to support FPC’s 
Constant Contact subscription. 
 
An anonymous gift was given to support the Per-
sonnel Team’s budget. 

The response to our call to Get On Board has been very strong.  At this point, 186 pledgers have 
jumped aboard the 2300 Express.  The total pledged amount at this time is $685,500.  Although this is a 
bit below our pledge goal of $715,000, this amount is greater than our pledged total of last year
($680,600). It was your positive response to the campaign that made this possible.  It was reported that 
89 units pledged exactly the same as last year and 75 units increased the annual pledge.  Circumstanc-

es did make it necessary for some to decrease the pledge amount.  We are so grateful for everyone who has made 
this commitment to First Presbyterian Church.   
 
We are saddened by the deaths of several of our members during this year.....many of whom made a pledge each 
year.  The commitment and generosity of the current membership will be essential as we face the future.  All gifts, 
pledged or unpledged, are equally important and vital for our future financial security.   
 
Our grateful thanks to all who have Hopped on Board and to all who share so generously, 
 
Ruth Parry, Claire Gillaspey, Diane Helin, Cindy Carlson, Jeff and Cynda Kogel and Kristie Vortherms. 



 

 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 
 
At the time that you receive this newsletter, 
our next PW gathering is only a few days 
away. Our gathering will be on Saturday, 
February 4, at 12:30 in the lounge. There 

will be a luncheon followed by Amy Carter from Chil-
dren's Inn who will be our speaker. If you haven't already 
signed up, please be sure to do so by 5 pm today. A wish 
list for Children's Inn is available by the sign-up sheet in 
the office and can also be found at http://www.chssd.org/
childrensinn/. If you cannot attend the gathering, please 
consider a donation to this worthwhile cause. A labeled 
box is available in the coat room for this purpose.  
 
PW is scheduled to serve at WNL on February 8. We 
need 4 people to help with this. Please give this your 
consideration and let me know if you can help. 
 
Circles will meet on Thursday, February 16, as follows: 

We will be studying Lesson 6, “According to Hebrews.” 
Background scripture is the book of Hebrews (Hebrews 1
-6, 12-13). 
 
Our CT meeting will be held on Tuesday, February 21, at 
4 pm in the lounge.  
  
Janice Hight 
PW Moderator 
 

 

JANUARY SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 

 
At the January 2017 Stated Session meeting, Session 
heard an encouraging budget update.  Mostly due to 
some prepayments of 2017 pledges, December saw the 
budget in the black.  Session was also told that while 
some pledging units did decrease their pledge or kept it 
the same, many increased their pledges for 2017.   A re-
port was given on homebound communion.  After some 
years of this service not being well organized, the 
church’s homebound members are now regularly being 
visited by teams of elders and deacons.  Reports are that 
the visits are rich and rewarding for servers and receiv-
ers.  Session also worked out details for its planning re-
treat with staff, scheduled for February 11th. 

 
Congregation members are welcome at any Session 
meeting.  Any concern to be brought before Session 
should be discussed with the moderator (Pastor Nate) or 
clerk (Claire Gillaspey) prior to the meeting so it can be 
cleared for the agenda. 
 
Full Session minutes can be found in a notebook in the 
church library.  If any additional information is desired, 
every elder on Session is willing to answer questions. 

 

YOUR LIBRARY NEWS:  DID YOU KNOW… 
 

1. February’s feature will be “Those That Came Before 
Us.”  Rediscover those that were “The Faithful” of 
their day.  They are worth re-reading (or reading for 
the first time.) 

2. A selection of new books: 

 Bonhoeffer: Pastor, Martyr, Prophet, Spy by E. 
 Metaxas (see review below) 

 Dangerous Love: A True Story of Tragedy, Fiath 
 & Forgiveness by Ray Norman 

 Impossible People: Christian Courage and the 
 Struggle for the Soul of Civilization by Os Guiness 

 The Trail: A Tale about Discovering God’s Will by 
 Ed Underwood 

 Home Run by Travis Thrasher 

 

3. Needed: Volunteers to do small jobs, such as dusting, 
wiping books & shelves, etc.  If interested, please 
leave your name and number at the office in the li-
brary folder. 

4. Save your used books and rummage items for the 
library fundraiser April 28-30.  More information will 
go out in the March Messenger and Sunday bulletins. 

5. The Library would like to thank the Hope Circle for it’s 
financial donation for a CD player. 

 

 

The Library added the book, Bonhoeffer: Pastor, Martyr, 
Prophet, Spy by Eric Metaxas to celebrate the one year 
anniversary of Pastor Nate’s arrival at First Presbyterian.  
This book is an extensive biography written by the author 
who gave us The Cost of Discipleship. 

 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer was a major Christian martyr of the 
20th century whose faith speaks to all generations.  His 
life exemplified our Christian struggle of how to live faith-
fully during times of great adversity.  In 1945 he was exe-
cuted by Nazi troops in Flossenburg Concentration 
Camp, two weeks before it was liberated by the American  
Army.  This is a must read for anyone interested in faith 
and/or history. 

6 

Charity Circle 6:30pm Lounge 

Faith Circle 9:30am Room 205 

Hope Circle 9:30am Lounge 

Joy Circle 12:00pm Room 205 

Patience Circle 1:30pm Room 206 

Peace Circle 9:40am (3rd Sunday) Kitchen/Lower Level 

Wisdom Circle 12:30pm Lounge 
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 PRESBYTERIAN  READERS 

BOOK SELECTIONS FOR  

2017 READING YEAR 

 
February 9 - Non-Fiction - Lit Up by David Denby      
Discussion Leader: Eunice Cavanaugh 
 

March 9 - Historical Fiction - An Undisturbed Peace by 
Mary Glickman     Discussion Leader: Claudia Kapp 
 

April 6 (Date change) - Fiction -  Life After Life by Kate 
Atkinson     Discussion Leader: Sue Parker 
 

May 11 - Fiction - Our Souls at Night by Kent Haruf 
Discussion Leader: Janet Brady 

Annual Potluck Meeting 

 
February 9 meeting selection is “Lit Up” by David Denby. 

Discussion leader: Eunice Cavanaugh. “A bestselling 

author and distinguished critic goes back to high 

school to find out whether books can shape lives. It's 
no secret that millions of American teenagers, caught up in 
social media, television, movies, and games, don't read 
seriously-they associate sustained reading with duty or 
work, not with pleasure. This indifference has become a 
grievous loss to our standing as a great nation--and a per-
sonal loss, too, for millions of teenagers who may turn into 
adults with limited understanding of themselves and the 
world”. 
 
Join us for discussion of this book at 7:00p.m. in the Me-
morial Room. 

Per Capita – February 2017 
By Claire Gillaspey 
 
I was told at a recent meeting that I am the “voice of per capi-
ta” at FPC. What an interesting title! I suppose I have earned it 
because each year I write an article explaining per capita.  
And because I think per capita is important, I will gladly “own” 
my title! 
 
Why do I think per capita is important?  For many reasons, but 
primarily because I am proud to be part of the Presbyterian 
Church (USA). The Presbyterian Church (USA) is a connec-
tional church and per capita is part of the glue that holds us 
together. It’s a way for all of us at the local church level to 
share the costs that belong to the greater church. The amount 
FPC is asked to pay (in 2017, $28.80 per member) is a com-
bined request from our presbytery, synod, and national Gen-
eral Assembly (GA) offices. The money is used to cover ex-
penses for things like meetings, camps and Synod School, 
missions, administration of ordination exams, the call system 
that led the PNC to find and call Pastor Nate, and many more! 
 
The earliest mention of per capita dates back to the 1700s! 
This is not a new thing for the PC(USA)! The early denomina-
tion wanted folks to be able to attend meetings regardless of 
distance or financial resources. The $28.80 per member we 
pay is a way for us to make it possible for people from all over 
South Dakota to attend presbytery meetings and people from 
all over the country (including SD) to attend our denomina-
tion’s national meetings.  Everyone gets a seat at the table! 
 
FPC, without regret, budgets to cover the entire per capita 
amount for our congregation because we appreciate being a 
connectional church. We know we reap the benefits of the 
work of the regional and national offices of the denomination. 
Many members of the FPC family pay their own per capita 
amount and on behalf of the Stewardship Team, I am asking 
each of you to consider doing just that.  Each dollar of per 
capita that is contributed by a church member is a dollar of our 
budget freed up to be used for our individual congregation’s 
programs, staff and mission.  If it is a stretch for you to contrib-
ute, don’t worry!  The church will happily contribute for you!  If 
you can cover part of someone else’s per capita, that would 
be very welcome!  Every now and then at a business I’ll see a 
request to “round up for mission”.  Consider rounding your per 
capita contribution up to $30.00 or even $50.00 for the mission 
of FPC!  
 
Please consider paying some or all of your $28.80 per capita 
for 2017. Your Stewardship Team and I, the Voice of Per Cap-
ita, thank you!! 
 
 

CHILDREN’S OFFERING FOR FEBRUARY 
 
The February Children’s Offering will support our church’s 
Honduras Scholarship Fund. While school in Honduras is free, 
there are many expenses associated with attendance. Sup-
plies are needed; uniforms, including shoes, are required; and 
transportation can be costly, especially when the family is liv-
ing at subsistence level. In addition, children often help with 

the family’s meager income by doing such jobs as picking cof-
fee, so their being in school impacts the entire family. But, as 
with anywhere, education is vital for bettering a person’s eco-
nomic situation and all children want to learn. A few years ago, 
a generous gift was given to FPC to be used to provide schol-
arships to children in the area of Honduras to which we have 
sent mission/work teams. The Children’s Offering will be add-
ed to the funds remaining in that account to enable the church 
to continue giving scholarships. 
 
For the past few years, we have supplied 12 children each 
year with funds to attend school and we are committed to con-
tinuing that support. Only $125 is required to cover the needs 
of one child for one year. The funds are administered by a 
Scholarship Committee in Honduras. As has been the case in 
previous years, the team that went to Honduras in November 
2016 met with and was very impressed by the committee it-
self. On this trip the team also met with a number of the chil-
dren who have benefited from the scholarships. One young 
man that spoke wanted to continue his education through uni-
versity and become a teacher. One young woman had had to 
drop out of school when she became pregnant; her daughter 
is now 5 years old and in school, and so the mother is able to 
be back in school to finish her education.   
 
As FPC continues its relationship with this part of Honduras, 
these scholarships can do much good! 



 

 

FROM THE ASSOCIATE PASTOR 
 
Thirteen Presbyterians organized First 
Presbyterian Church of Sioux Falls, Da-
kota Territory on May 20, 1883. Our his-
tory is long and rich and through this his-
tory runs two very obvious and powerful 
threads: mission and education. Mission 
and education have been the steady 
heartbeat of this congregation for nearly 
134 years! 

 
More recently, one member of this congregation had a 
vision for mission that would begin only after he was 
gone. He would never see what bloomed, but he planted 
the seeds anyway. Dick Braithwaite purchased a life in-
surance policy, named FPC as the beneficiary, and des-
ignated that the money be used to establish a new inter-
national mission initiative.  A discernment team was 
called forth and it was decided that FPC would reach out 
to our PCUSA missionaries in Honduras and see if there 
might be a place for us alongside the Honduran people. 
That was eight years ago in 2008. 
 
From these seeds has grown a beautiful relationship be-
tween FPC and our Honduran brothers and sisters in the 
Trinidad de Copan area. To date, eight group trips have 
been made to Honduras including an intergenerational 
group and a high school group. In total, 45 different indi-
viduals from FPC have traveled to Honduras.  Eleven 
people have been to Honduras multiple times, three of 
these returning people have been under the age of 18. 
Beyond the deep, rich relationships that have been built, 
if you look at the hours spent working alongside our Hon-
duran friends helping build houses and a school, FPC 
has logged 1½ years worth of work (assuming a 5-day 
work week). This is mission at its best. Being relational, 
being present as the visible face of Christ, working, learn-
ing, living alongside our brothers and sisters bringing with 
us silent hope and seeing the visible face of Christ in 
them.  
 
The FPC education thread also weaves through Hondu-
ras as FPC is the largest contributor to the scholarship 
program at the Trinidad high school. 800 students eager-
ly attend this school that has 12 classrooms. Students 
attend classes in an indoor classroom and then go out-
side to an uncovered courtyard to work on assignments 
and wait to rotate back into a classroom. The scholarship 
money is used by students to pay for required uniforms, 
shoes, books, school supplies, transportation to and from 
school and more. All of this for only $125 a year per stu-
dent. When we returned from Honduras on our most re-
cent trip we carried with us 35 thank you letters from 
deeply appreciative students who received scholarships 
thanks to FPC. 

 
God is doing great work in and through all of us at FPC. 
How are you reflecting God’s light back into the world 
around you? How are you being present as the visible 
face of Christ? And when was the last time you looked for 
the face of Christ in someone else? 
 
Journey well my friends! 
Pastor Pat 

FEBRUARY DEVOTIONAL  

WITH REV. EUGENE DEHOOGH 
 

"Thy Word Is a Lamp unto My Feet" 
    
"Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my 
path."  Psalm 119:105 
 
This has been one of my favorite verses for many 
years.  Recently I found that the words of the Psalmist 
are put to music in our new hymnal on page 458.  The 
arrangement of the text was written by Amy Grant in 
1984 and the music was written by Michael W. Smith and 
arranged by John Sharber.  The words of the verse give 
testimony of the meaning of the scripture verse, "When I 
feel afraid, and I think I've lost my way, still you're there 
right beside me.  Nothing will I fear as long as you are 
near.  Please be near me to the end." 
 
Psalms are the hymnbook of the Old Testament.  Psalm 
119 is a blessing to read and should be read regular-
ly.  The basic  theme of Psalm 119 is the practical use of 
the Word of God in the life of the believer.  It is the long-
est chapter in the Bible as each section of eight verses 
follow a letter of the Hebrew alphabet.  Also, it is interest-
ing to note that most of the verses use a word that refers 
to the Scriptures. 
 
Let us all resolve to read our Bibles more in 2017.  We 
can also be encouraged by reading the devotionals that 
we have at church.  Some of you may have devotionals 
for the year.  This year a friend gave me a new one, 
"Hope for Today" by David Jeremiah and I am finding it to 
be helpful every day. 
 
It may be helpful to memorize and repeat some passages 
of God's Word.  Two verses that have been especially 
meaningful to me recently are Romans 10:17  "So then 
faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of 
God" (NKJ) and Colossians 3:16 "Let the word of Christ 
dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one anoth-
er with all wisdom and as you sing psalms, hymns and 
spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to 
God"  (NIV)  
 
May God's Light be seen---in 2017!   



 

 

Wednesday 2/1  Prayer Day - FPC Congregation 

7:00am Collision Meetings/Outreach 

(Room 101, Room 104 -lower/main kitchen) 

9:30am Kindermusik (Room 113) 

4:00pm Dow Rummel Communion Worship 

5:30pm WNL! Meal (Room 101, Room 104 - 

lower/main kitchen) 

5:30pm Nominating Committee (Room 206) 

6:00pm Youth Group (Room 201, Room 202) 

6:15pm WNL Kids Club (Youth Room) 

6:15pm WNL Adult Study (Room 204) 

6:30pm Praise Band Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

7:30pm Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal (Room 214) 

Monday 2/13 Prayer Day - Tai An Church 

7:00am Collision Meetings/Outreach 

(Room 101, Room 104 -lower/main kitchen) 

9:15am Kingdom Kids (Room 233) 

11:00am Women's Study Group (Memorial Rm) 

4:45pm Finance Ministry Team (Room 212) 

6:00pm Big Sioux Basketball (Covenant Center) 

7:00pm Slavic Pentecostal Church Youth (Chapel) 

Wednesday 2/15 Prayer Day -FPC Congregation 

The Messenger Deadline 

7:00am Collision Meetings/Outreach 

(Room 101, Room 104 -lower/main kitchen) 

9:30am Kindermusik (Room 113) 

4:30pm Stewardship Team Meeting (Room 212) 

5:00pm Membership Ministry Team (Room 205) 

5:30pm WNL! Meal (Room 101, Room 104) 

5:30pm Nominating Committee (Room 206) 

6:00pm Youth Group (Room 201, Room 202) 

6:15pm WNL Adult Study (Room 204) 

6:15pm WNL Kids Club (Youth Room) 

6:30pm Praise Band Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

7:30pm Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal (Room 214) 

Thursday 2/16 

9:15am Kingdom Kids (Room 233) 

9:30am Faith Circle (Room 205, Room 206) 

9:30am Hope Circle (Lounge) 

12:00pm Joy Circle (Room 205) 

12:30pm Wisdom Circle (Lounge) 

1:30pm Patience Circle (Room 206) 

5:30pm Personnel Ministry Team Meeting (212) 

6:00pm Big Sioux Basketball (Covenant Center) 

6:00pm Adult Education Ministry Team (206) 

6:30pm Charity Circle (Lounge) 

6:30pm Heartland Handbells Rehearsal (213) 

Friday 2/17 

9:00am Edison's Moms in Prayer (Room 206) 

1:00pm Youth Ski Trip to Lutsen, MN 

4:00pm Church Closes 

Saturday 2/18 

Sunday 2/19 

8:30am Traditional Worship Service 

9:30am Coffee Fellowship (Chapel) 

9:30am Peace Circle (Room 101, Room 104) 

9:40am Adult Education (Lounge) 

9:40am Adult Education—The Bible From 

Scratch (Room 205) 

9:40am Middle School Sunday School (201, 202) 

11:00am Contemporary Worship Service 

12:30pm Korean Presbyterian Fellowship 

(Room 101, Room 104 -lower/main kitchen, 

Room 203, Room 214 Choir Room) 

2:00pm The Way (Room 214 Choir Room) 

Tuesday 2/14 

8:30am Staff Meeting (Room 212) 

8:45am Bell Chorale Bible Study (Room 206) 

9:15am Kingdom Kids (Room 233) 

9:30am Kindermusik (Room 113) 

9:45am Bell Chorale (Room 213 Belfry) 

3:45pm Kindermusik (Room 113) 

6:30pm Session Stated Meeting (Lounge) 

6:00pm The Way (Room 214) 

Tuesday 2/7        

8:30am Staff Meeting (Room 212) 

8:45am Bell Chorale Bible Study (Room 206) 

9:15am Kingdom Kids (Room 233) 

9:30am Kindermusik (Room 113) 

9:45am Bell Chorale (Room 213 Belfry) 

3:45pm Kindermusik (Room 113) 

Thursday 2/2 Prayer Day-Seed Sower Ministry 

9:15am Kingdom Kids (Room 233) 

9:30am State PW Audit (Room 206) 

6:00pm Congregational Care and Wellness Team 

Meeting (Room 206-Reflection Room) 

6:00pm Big Sioux Basketball (Covenant Center) 

7:00pm Deacon's Meeting (Lounge) 

Sunday 2/5 

8:30am Traditional Communion Worship 

9:30am Coffee Fellowship (Chapel) 

9:40am Middle School Sunday School (Room 

201, Room 202) 

9:40am Adult Education (Lounge) 

9:40am 1st Steps - 3 & 4 Year Olds (Room 115) 

9:40am Adult Education -The Bible From Scratch 

(Room 205) 

9:40am Creator's Kids (Room 106, Room 107, 

Room 108, Room 109 (The Void), Room 111) 

9:40am 1st Steps 5 Yrs-Kindergarten (Room 112) 

10:00am Confirmand and Parent Meeting (212) 

11:00am Contemporary Communion Worship 

12:00pm Souper Bowl of Caring (Room 101, 

Room 104 -lower/main kitchen) 

12:30pm Korean Presbyterian Fellowship 

(Room 101, Room 104 -lower/main kitchen, 

Room 203, Room 214 Choir Room) 

2:00pm The Way (Room 214 Choir Room) 

Monday 2/6 Prayer Day - Tai An Church 

7:00am Collision Meetings/Outreach 

(Room 101, Room 104 -lower/main kitchen) 

9:15am Kingdom Kids (Room 233) 

11:00am Women's Study Group (Memorial Room) 

6:00pm Big Sioux Basketball (Covenant Center) 

7:00pm Slavic Pentecostal Church Youth (Chapel) 

Friday 2/3 

9:00am Edison's Moms in Prayer (Room 206) 

4:00pm Church Closes  

5:00pm Presbytery Committee (205, 206) 

6:00pm Scrapbooking Winter Retreat (Room 101) 

7:00pm Presbytery and Koreans (205, 206) 

Saturday 2/4 

9:00am Scrapbooking Winter Retreat (Room 101) 

12:30pm PW Luncheon "Children's Inn" 

(Lounge, Upper Lounge Kitchen) 

6:00pm The Way (Room 214 Choir Room) 

Wednesday 2/8 Prayer Day - FPC Congregation 

7:00am Collision Meetings/Outreach 

(Room 101, Room 104—lower/main kitchen) 

9:30am Kindermusik (Room 113) 

3:30pm CCG: A Soft Place to Fall (Memorial Rm) 

5:15pm Confirmation Class and Confirmand Men-

tor Meeting (Room 205) 

5:30pm WNL! Meal (Room 101, Room 104 - 

lower/main kitchen) 

5:30pm Nominating Committee (Room 206) 

6:00pm Youth Group (Room 201, Room 202) 

6:15pm WNL Kids Club (Youth Room) 

6:15pm WNL Adult Study (Room 204) 

6:30pm Praise Band Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

7:30pm Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal (Room 214) 

Sunday 2/12 

8:30am Traditional Worship Service (Sanctuary) 

9:30am Blood Pressure Clinic (Memorial Room) 

9:30am Coffee Fellowship (Chapel) 

9:40am Adult Education -The Bible From Scratch 

(Room 205) 

9:40am Creator's Kids (Room 106, Room 107, 

Room 108, Room 109 (The Void), Room 111) 

9:40am 1st Steps 5 Yrs-Kindergarten (Room 112) 

9:40am Adult Education (Lounge) 

9:40am 1st Steps - 3 & 4 Year Olds (Room 115) 

9:40am 1st Steps - 2 Year Olds (233, 231 & 232) 

9:40am Christ Care Small Group Study (206) 

9:40am Middle School Sunday School (201, 202) 

9:40am Senior Event (Room 101, Room 104 - 

lower/main kitchen) 

11:00am Contemporary Worship Service 

12:30pm Korean Presbyterian Fellowship 

(Room 101, Room 104 -lower/main kitchen, 

Room 203, Room 214 Choir Room) 

2:00pm The Way (Room 214 Choir Room) 

Thursday 2/9 Prayer Day-Seed Sower Ministry 

9:15am Kingdom Kids (Room 233) 
11:30am Knit2gether (Memorial Room) 

6:00pm Big Sioux Basketball (Covenant Center) 

7:00pm Presbyterian Reader's Group (Memorial Room) 

Saturday 2/11 

Friday 2/10 

9:00am Edison's Moms in Prayer (Room 206) 

4:00pm Church Closes 

6:00pm set up for Bingo (Room 101) 

7:00pm Thirty-one Bingo (Room 101) 

7:00pm Coffee House (Lounge, Kitchen) 

8:00am Session/Staff Retreat 

8:00am Habitat Workday! 

Watch for details (Off-Site) 

6:00pm The Way (Room 



 

 Monday 2/20 Prayer Day - Tai An Church 

7:00am Collision Meetings/Outreach 

(Room 101, Room 104 -lower/main kitchen) 

11:00am Women's Study Group (Memorial Rm) 

12:00pm Children's Ministry Team (Rm 206) 

6:00pm Big Sioux Basketball (Covenant Center) 

7:00pm Slavic Pentecostal Church Youth (Chapel) 

Tuesday 2/21 

8:30am Staff Meeting (Room 212) 

8:45am Bell Chorale Bible Study (Room 206) 

9:45am Bell Chorale (Room 213 Belfry) 

4:00pm PW CT Meeting (Lounge) 

6:00pm Youth Ministry Team (Room 212) 

6:30pm Worship and Music Ministry 

The Lost and Found 

Box is located in the 

west side of the island  

Wednesday 2/22 Prayer Day -FPC Congregation 

7:00am Collision Meetings/Outreach 

(Room 101, Room 104 -lower/main kitchen) 

3:30pm CCG: A Soft Place to Fall (MemorialRm) 

5:15pm Confirmation Class (Room 205) 

5:30pm Nominating Committee (Room 212) 

5:30pm WNL! Meal (Room 101, Room 104 - 

lower/main kitchen) 

6:00pm Youth Group (Room 201, Room 202) 

6:15pm WNL Adult Study (Room 204) 

6:30pm Praise Band Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

7:30pm Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal (Room 214) 

Thursday 2/23 

9:15am Kingdom Kids (Room 233) 

11:30am Knit2gether (Memorial Room) 

6:00pm Big Sioux Basketball (Covenant Center) 

6:30pm Heartland Handbells Rehearsal (213) 

Friday 2/24 

9:00am Edison's Moms in Prayer (Room 206) 

4:00pm Church Closes 

Saturday 2/25 

6:00pm The Way (Room 214) 

Monday 2/27 Prayer Day - Tai An Church 

7:00am Collision Meetings/Outreach 

(Room 101, Room 104 -lower/main kitchen) 

9:00am  Foot Care 

9:15am Kingdom Kids (Room 233) 

11:00am Women's Study Group (Memorial Room) 

6:00pm Big Sioux Basketball (Covenant Center) 

7:00pm Slavic Pentecostal Church Youth (Chapel) 

Sunday 2/26 

8:30am Traditional Worship Service 

9:30am Coffee Fellowship (Chapel) 

9:40am 1st Steps - 2 Year Olds (233, 231 & 232) 

9:40am 1st Steps 5 Yrs-Kindergarten (112) 

9:40am Adult Education (Lounge) 

9:40am 1st Steps - 3 & 4 Year Olds (Room 115) 

9:40am Creator's Kids (Room 106, Room 107, 

Room 108, Room 109 (The Void), Room 111) 

9:40am Middle School Sunday School (201, 202) 

9:40am Adult Education The Bible From Scratch 

11:00am Contemporary Worship Service 

2:00pm The Way (Room 214) 

Karleigh Sudenga   02/01 
Thomas Wollman   02/01 
Amanda Christopherson  02/02 
Tom Nicholson   02/02 
Susan Endsley   02/04 
Paul Gillaspey   02/05 
Joshua Miller    02/05 
Richard Newman   02/05 
Audrey Rinder   02/05 
Charlotte McGrath   02/06 
Garry Papke    02/06 
Randy Bartunek   02/07 
Joseph Henkin   02/07 
Brad Hruby    02/07 
Carlie Larson    02/07 
Harriet Pietz    02/07 
David Carlson   02/08 
Corrie Dickmeyer   02/08 
Scott Johnson   02/08 
Asher Rinken    02/09 
Joshua Amundson   02/10 
Lee Brandt    02/10 
Keith Anderson   02/11 
Kyla Swier    02/11 
Andrew Draeger   02/12 
Viola Hoover    02/12 

Evan Whitney    02/12 
Dylan Gulbrandson   02/13 
Liam Swart    02/13 
Hank Hight    02/14 
Julie Thomas    02/14 
Ruth Graber    02/15 
Linda Hart    02/15 
John Haber    02/16 
Rodger Horr    02/16 
Alyce Krause    02/16 
Carol Woltjer    02/16 
Stefanie Hurley   02/17 
Helen Munce    02/17 
Florence Opp    02/17 
Tami Hurley    02/18 
Aubrey Rinken   02/18 
Lori Schnabel    02/18 
Megan Bell    02/19 
Izac Hilzendager   02/19 
Maxwell Hofer   02/19 
Ruby Hofer    02/19 
Jeremy Hove    02/19 
Elaine Nelson    02/19 
Jonathan Tilk    02/19 
Grace Willemssen   02/19 
Matthew Bell    02/21 

Raegan Cox    02/21 
Nick Kelly    02/21 
Lois Merritt    02/21 
Judith Regan    02/21 
Katy Burggraff   02/22 
Eugene DeHoogh   02/22 
Fay Justice    02/22 
Becky Wartner   02/22 
Warren DeCou   02/23 
Roxanne Huber   02/23/ 
Matt Kelley    02/23 
Ben Masselink   02/23 
Pearl Miller    02/23 
Pat Hammond   02/24 
Violet Jensen    02/24 
Annie Cochran   02/25 
Lauren Folde    02/25 
Jill Jaacks    02/26 
Baron Wolfgang   02/26 
Paul Frankus    02/28 
Harper Tilk    02/28 
Aaron Tom    02/28 
Douglas Loudon   02/29 

 
 

Tuesday 2/28 

8:30am Staff Meeting (Room 212) 

8:45am Bell Chorale Bible Study (Room 206) 

9:15am Kingdom Kids (Room 233) 

9:30am Kindermusik (Room 113) 

9:45am Bell Chorale (Room 213 Belfry) 

3:45pm Kindermusik (Room 113) 

in the church office.  The following items will be 

held until February 10. 

 Carter’s grey and white thermal  hoodie – 

size 5T 

 Boy’s black North Face zippered jacket – 

size LG 14-16 

 White knit mitten 

 Black & grey tie 

 Christmas knit cap 

 Beautiful tall hand-painted mug 

 Two chargers 

 Tall flowered drinking cup                

 Small yellow toy car 

 Conair hair brush 

 Dakota Heritage State Bank travel mug                                       

Bazinga! Big Bang Theory Revisited! 
Sheldon and the Beatitudes??  

Join us for Wed Night Live Adult Ed 
and see how that works.  

Feb 15th and 22nd,dinner at 5:30, 
class at 6:15-7:30 in room 204. 


