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I sometimes 

wish the Bible 

gave more in 

the way of 

concrete 

imagery.  The 

physical task 

of writing was 

so painstakingly slow in ancient 

times, much early literature gets 

straight to the point. The Gospels, 

especially, tend to tell even the 

most poignant tales in a simple, 

matter-of-fact way. “And Jesus 

wept.” “And there they crucified 

him between two thieves.” “He is 

not here. He is risen.”  When you 

do happen across descriptive 

language in the biblical texts it’s 

when the writer is trying to 

explain something that succinct 

language cannot convey. 

       That’s why I’m so taken with 

the first chapter of the Gospel of 

Mark. It’s an anomaly.  It goes to 

the trouble of describing John the 

Baptist’s wardrobe and diet.  It 

likens the Spirit to a dove.  It goes 

out of its way to tell us that, after 

his baptism, Jesus fled out into 

the wilderness for forty days, 

where he was “tempted by 

Satan.”  Mark deems it necessary 

to inform us that, in the 

wilderness, “he was with the wild 

beasts, and the angels ministered 

to him.” 

    Mark’s not usually a big talker, 

but he gives us a stark visual 

image of those forty days in the 

desert.  He implies forty days of 

hardship; forty long afternoons of 

searing sunlight in 

the narrow shade of 

a rock; forty cold 

desert nights spent 

on the chilly 

ground; forty days 

of fending off the 

wild beasts, bands 

of hungry jackals, 

feral dogs, cobras, 

and birds of prey.   

     Have you ever 

wondered how 

exactly Jesus was tempted in the 

wilderness - out there among the 

rocks, and the sunlight, and the 

wild beasts? 

       I often think that Jesus was 

tempted to turn his back on his 

own belovedness.  I imagine him 

spending those forty hard and 

lonely days struggling with the 

voice he heard at his baptism, 

telling him that he was chosen 

and loved.  Jesus spent his time in 

the wilderness coming to terms 

with the realization that he is 

God’s own.  Now that he knows 

he’s loved, he can no longer live 

quietly for himself and so he 

throws himself into all causes of 

love out there in a greedy and 

unjust world.   

     Lent begins on Ash 

Wednesday, March 6th at 7pm 

with a joint worship along 

with pastors and members 

from Westminster 

Presbyterian Church, the 

Little Stone Church, 

Wildflower Presbyterian 

Church and the Table of 

Grace.  Before Lent begins, 

ask yourself how you might 

spend these forty days 

distancing yourself from the 

noise of the world, opening 

yourself to the new 

possibilities of this season.   
 

Easter morning is coming along 

with the power, glory and light of 

the resurrection - but first we 

journey through the wilderness.   

 

Faithfully 

Rev Nathan Esser 
 

 

 

 

Please watch your 

email for a survey from 

First Presbyterian 

Church 

(surveymonkey.com), 

as we are looking for 

your input.  The focus 

on ministry priorities 

helps us fulfill our     

vision of being the  

Visible Face of Christ. 



 

 

 

6. LIBRARY NEWS 

SPREADING LOVE & ENCOURAGEMENT 

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 

Now that we are deeply into winter, let’s remember those in our community who may 

need help with their nutrition sources.  The FPC grocery cart is in the coat room. Here is 

some information about the Food Pantry, from Waging War on Hunger (605 Magazine, 

December 2018). Who Uses A Food Pantry? Of the individuals served by the Food Pan-

try Program, nearly 50% are under the age of 18.  On an average week, over 500 people 

rely on the program.  In a year, we provide 2.2 million emergency meals and serve more than 90,000 people.  For many 

of the individuals who rely on the Food Pantry Program, the hardest part is having to ask for help.  

 The people served are diverse:  single parents who just need help making ends meet;  recent immigrants who 

have moved here to give their children a better, safer life;  grandparents who are helping raise their grandchildren; 

adults who are going through a difficult time; dual parent households where bills have just piled up; senior citizens who 

face the choice of paying for food or paying for medication. Many  of the people who visit the pantry aren’t receiving 

government assistance of any kind.  (cont. p. 3) 

“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I  

have loved you, you also are to love one another.”- John 13:34 

Today, we stand at a precipice for change.  The old year is over, but 

the new one just begun.  In many ways though, nothing has really 

changed. There will still be 365 days divided among 12 months-just 

like last year.  Yes, there may be new challenges, but there will always 

be challenges.  There may be new opportunities, but there are always 

opportunities.  There will be new needs, but there are always needs.  

But through it all the Bible promises us through Romans 8:38-39  "For 

I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things 

present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor any-

thing else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God 

in Christ Jesus our Lord.” And Isaiah 41:10 states "Fear not, for I am  

with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will strengthen you, 

I will help you, I will uphold you with my righteous right hand." 

 

The command to love one another doesn’t just mean those that are close to us, or those that we know the best.  What God is 

asking is to love even those whom we don’t know.  What are some ways that you can love and encourage those whom you don’t 

know very well?  One of the great things that have come from my mission opportunities from around the world, is all the 

friends and acquaintances that I have gotten to know, who are scattered about—some in Honduras, Guatemala, Korea, 

Japan, Germany, Austria, Syria, China, Africa and England.   

 

Each year for the New Year, I send them each a loving message and a long personal prayer for all the things that they 

have asked for throughout the past year.  I also send prayers of encouragement, strength and perseverance, for what 

they do, for where they do it is not always easy.  Then, I do it again about 3 months later, and 3 months after that. Why? 

Because that is when it seems discouragement once again, starts to settle in.  It seems to run in cycles.  We become en-

couraged and strengthened, then it starts to wane again.  Knowing this and responding to this is how I show my love 

and encouragement to those whom I’ve met in the mission field.  Do you know others who could benefit from the same 

kind of keeping?  Others who could just use a little encouragement whether you know them well, know them just a little 

bit, or don’t even know them well but know that they could use a little extra measure of love and encouragement?  

Could you write to a missionary, or to a soldier oversees or here in the states who is recovering? Is there a long lost rela-

tive, or friend you could connect with?  A neighbor or church member who you could extend a little grace, love and mer-

cy to? Whom could you reach out to this day, this week, this month, or this year? God has shared his love with us from 

the beginning and bids us to love one another.  May we each find peace, renewed strength and                         

perseverance among us as we serve the Lord this day and every day!    Jana Phelps, Congregation Care Coordinator 

MINISTRY 2. 

The Membership 

Team will be 

working on gath-

ering information 

for a new church 

directory with  

pictures taken in 

March. Watch the 

bulletin for how 

you can schedule 

yourself or house-

hold for a great       

directory picture.  

 
 

GIVING BACK TO FEEDING SOUTH DAKOTA 

 



 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY  /  www.fpcsiouxfalls.org/youth 3. 

WINTER ACTIVITIES TO BEGIN 

MIDDLE SCHOOL MISSION STAY 

 Eric Fjerestad | ericfjerestad@fpcsiouxfalls.org ||| Kate Hruby: (605)376-5907  |  katehruby@fpcsiouxfalls.org 

MINISTRY CONT. 

Wow, what an amazing welcome! One thing that drew me to First 

Pres was the statement “to be the visible face of Christ in the 

community.” That statement set apart First Presbyterian as a 

church that not only cares about their congregation, but           

welcomes everyone for who they are. The reason I bring this up is 

because the welcome I have received is second to none. I’ve had 

so many people come up to me and introduce themselves. It truly 

has been a humbling experience.  

 

I want to give a huge shout out to Kate Hruby and Ruth Parry for 

all their amazing work with the youth the last several months. 

Along with a big thank you to Kate staying on to help this transi-

tion time as I settle into my new role. This month we’ve started  

the year with a bang! We continued our Case for Christ series and 

focused on baptism. Our Hub groups are starting a new series 

called Begin Fresh, talking about how to start the year off on the 

right foot. Finally, we are wrapping this month up with a service 

project at the Boys and Girls Club at the Sioux Empire, by serving 

the youth dinner and helping out at the club at the conclusion of 

the meal. 

 

We are excited to introduce a couple of new events that will take 

place in the next month—building relationships outside of our Hub 

Groups and F3 Sunday Programming. We will be doing one or two 

different fellowship activities every month. First, playing a giant 

game of tag called Humans vs Zombies. Followed by Great Bear 

Night on February 8th, and finished by Bowling at Eastway bowl on  

February 27th. God called us to love our neighbors as ourselves, 

and we are so excited to continue to grow  throughout the rest of the 

year (see photo left). Eric Fjerestad, Youth Ministry Director 

(R.) SUMMER SERVICE RECOGNIZED 

          Day-in and day-out, Pantry staff 

members meet first-time visitors who are 

just trying to make it to their next 

paycheck.  These guests aren’t eligible for 

government assistance because their in-

come is slightly higher than the threshold, 

and they’re among those who struggle most 

with food insecurity. 

Who Benefits:  The Feeding South Dako-

ta team thinks of the assistance they pro-

vide to their guests as a “hand up,” rather 

than a handout.  They know that it’s hard 

for most people to ask for help, and they’ve 

gone to considerable effort to make the 

pantry and waiting area warm, inviting 

spaces for guests and their children. Like-

wise, the pantry shopping experience is   

designed to feel like a trip to any regular 

grocery store.   

          Guests can choose the items their 

family will eat, including fresh foods like 

fruits and vegetables, dairy products and 

meat, in addition to premade meals and 

significant amounts of bread and pastries.  

It’s a model that honors the dignity of 

guests, and leaves them with a sense that 

someone in their community has their back. 

Everybody could be one tragedy away from 

needing food assistance.  It could be your 

next-door neighbor. ALWAYS NEEDED 

ITEMS: Boxed meals (i.e. Hamburger 

Helper, Tuna Helper), Fresh produce 

(take directly to Pantry – do not leave at 

FPC), Canned fruits and vegetables, 

Canned meats, Pasta and rice, Peanut 

butter and jelly, Cereal  Diane Helin  

 

 

mailto:ericfjerestad@fpcsiouxfalls.org


 

 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 4. 

TODDLER BIBLE PRESENTATION  

OUTSTANDING SERVICE RECOGNIZED 

SE

It is our tradition to present toddler story Bibles to       

children in our congregation who are two-years-old.  

Watch for the tots and their parents at the 11 a.m.       

worship service on Sunday, February 10th. This gift 

is one way for FPC to support families to help our       

children know, love and follow God. 
 

Summer Planning—Save the Dates: 

 

Presbyterian Summer Camps 
Our kids have access to several church camps this summer where 

they will not only enjoy nature and make new friends; they will also 

grow in their faith and relationship to God!  FPC offers camp schol-

arships to families to cover the 1/3 of the cost of camp. (Additional 

scholarship may be available.)  Talk to Kathie Douma (kathiedouma@fpcsiouxfalls.org) to learn more. 

Presbytery of SD Camps:  http://pioneerrimrock.camp 

The Presbyterian Camp at Okoboji: http://www.lakeshorecenteratokoboji.org 

 

Music Camp June 3-7 
Kids who have completed 3rd-8th grade have a blast learning an entire musical in one week!  Through 

music, art (making props and sets) and drama, and lots of energy, students experience God in a dynamic 

and active way.   

 

ROAR VBS July 8-12 

Our VBS program is open to all children ages 3-years-old to those who have completed 5th grade.  This 

epic African adventure engages the whole herd through Bible story, creative projects, mission/service, 

games, video lesson and even snacks.  This is truly an intergenerational program with churchwide partici-

pation and now is the time to get your schedule cleared so you can be a part of all the fun.  You will not 

want to miss out—the church will be buzzing with excitement all week! 

 

 

                 Calendar 

 
2/10  Presentation of Toddler Bibles 

3/6    NO KID'S CLUB (Ash Wednesday) 

3/10  Daylight Savings Time Begins 

4/14  Palm Sunday 

4/17  NO KID'S CLUB (Holy Week) 

4/21  NO SUNDAY SCHOOL (Easter) 

4/24  Last Kid's Club 

5/5    Last Sunday School 

 

VBS Planning  

 
Work begins NOW on VBS and we want you to 

join in the fun.  Call Kathie Douma at the 

church office to learn more. 

Decorating Team—Help transform FPC into a 

deserted island by helping coordinate  

decorations with the 4 area churches. 

Supply Coordinator—Communicate with 

teachers to gather and shop for supplies. 



 

 

5. MINISTRY 

 

ADAMS SCHOLARSHIP 
 

The PW of FPC is now accepting applications for the Adams Scholarship.                   

This scholarship is awarded each spring to men and women who are pursuing 

roles in Christian Service (ministry, mission work, church music, Christian Edu-

cation, etc.) Initial consideration is given to  FPC members and thereafter to 

outside applicants. 

 

The Adams Scholarship originated in 1966 to honor Dr. and Mrs. Clarence  Adams. 

Dr. Adams was senior pastor at First Presbyterian Church from 1939 to 1966. Pres-

byterian Women created the scholarship in 1966 and have continued to support it 

through an annual fundraising event. Memorials, bequests, and individual contribu-

tions are also welcomed as ongoing opportunity to support our future Christian 

leaders. Checks or donations can be directed to PW – Adams Scholarship. 

 

Scholarship forms are available on our church website www.fpcsiouxfalls.org. 

Go to Quick Link and click on forms. Applications are also available in the 

church office. Completed applications are due May 1, 2019. If you have any 

questions, contact Becky Hillestad at hillestadclan@hotmail.com. 

Adams Scholarship Committee:  Becky Hillestad, Sue Hanneld, Connie Tucker 

 
CHILDREN’S OFFERING IN FEBRUARY 2019 

HONDURAS SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

Throughout the month of February, the children’s   

offering will go to provide scholarships for children in 

Honduras. For more than a decade, First Presbyterian 

Church has cultivated a relationship with the people 

of Trinidad de Copan, a rural village in the mountains 

of Honduras.  Although education is “mandatory’ 

through the 5th grade, community leaders recognized 

the need for financial support for the poorest families 

to allow their children to attend, as they had no  

resources for supplies or uniforms. Children were also 

needed to help support their family’s basic needs by 

picking coffee. 

 

About a decade ago, an education committee was    

established under the leadership of the local mayor and his wife. As published in an early brochure, the reason for this 

committee was…to support children and young people [so they can] learn through education and activities aimed at     

developing their skills..  The committee is made up of teachers, association boards and members of [the] Municipal Corpo-

ration, forming a Board of Directors. With the mission, “ Achieve in young children better academic training … promoting  

values, aspirations and abilities which contribute to change and development of the municipality.  … Children and youth with 

limited resources … will be selected to [receive] an educational scholarship.”  Members of FPC who participated in mission trips 

quickly recognized the importance of this locally initiated and managed project, and already had personal relationships 

with some of its recipients through our involvement in housing projects with 

some of the same needy families.  FPC’s Honduras Scholarship Fund established  a 

goal of consistently providing 12 scholarships each year, as an ongoing base of 

support for the Education Committee’s work, and our congregation remains its 

largest single contributor.  

 

While we have no (nor do we want) say 

in which children are selected to re-

ceive scholarships, several young peo-

ple,  whom we’ve had relationships for     

several years, are recipients.            

During a 2016 trip, we met with many 

students and heard wonderful stories 

of how scholarships changed their 

lives.  

 

When we returned … we carried with 

us 35 thank you letters from deeply         

appreciative students who received 

scholarships thanks to FPC.  

- Rev. Pat Hammond, Messenger 2017 

 

With the generous, ongoing support of 

FPC, we hope to continue this             

important, life-changing support of 

our brothers and sisters in Trinidad de     

Copan, Honduras.   

Earl Kemp    

Honduras Visioning Team 

Generally around $125 per student per year, scholarships   

provide school  supplies, uniforms, shoes, transportation, and 

a small stipend to the family to help compensate for loss of the 

student’s coffee picking income.  

Interested in becoming a member of First Presbyterian Church?  See Pastor Nathan or  

Pastor Pat, as membership classes are offered as interest is shown (3 classes total)  

http://www.fpcsiouxfalls.org
mailto:hillestadclan@hotmail.com


 

 

MINISTRY  6. 

 

FELLOWSHIP  ALL  TOGETHER  

Lenten practices can be about giving things up or 

taking things on. In either case, the point is to draw 

closer to God as Jesus draws nearer to the cross.  

Let’s take on “something new” and invite you to join 

Presbyterians from First Pres, Little Stone Church, 

Table of Grace, Westminster and Wildflower for a 

night together of food and fellowship. This will be a 

time to enjoy a meal, visit with Presbyterians from 

another church, and make new friendships. Every-

thing will be provided. A freewill offering will be tak-

en.  

March 3, 5:00 p.m. , Westminster Presbyterian 

Church, 3801 East 26th Street, Sioux Falls 

For planning purposes, please sign up if you will be 

able to join us. If you decide later and didn’t sign up, 

please still come!   Call the church office to sign up—

#336-2886. 

ADULT  EDUCATION 

Brochures are available of the Spring class offerings for 

adult education.  Pick one up to see what’s coming. 

With the poem “Step by Step” for the 

New Year in the January Messenger, 

let us now ponder the above passage 

of scripture from Hebrews 12 for the 

month of February, as we continue 

our forward movement into the year 

2019. ~Dale Hart 

COMPUTER MATCHING GIFT OPPORTUNITY 

POINTS TO PONDER 

 

First Presbyterian Church has reached a critical point where we need to 

replace our server and all our staff computers. Our very dated computers 

are functionally obsolete, thanks to their age.  More importantly,         

Microsoft will retire their operating systems as of January 1, 2020. 

 

With that deadline in mind, FPC needs to replace its computers during 

2019 so that we’re up and running Windows 10 on new equipment on 

schedule, which will keep our system operating securely and effectively.    

 

After considering three estimates for replacement, a vendor has been   

selected.  The cost of the total project will be between $21,000.00 and 

$25,000.00, depending on various factors. 
 

There is no budget in place for the project.  But fortunately, an anony-

mous donor, aware of the pressing need for updated computer equip-

ment, has generously offered to match, dollar for dollar, funds raised by 

church members!  Any donations and matching funds exceeding the cost 

of the replacement project will be put into a fund to provide equipment 

repair and future updates as needed. 

 

This offer of matching funds doubles the value of all contributions, so we 

ask each member to prayerfully consider a special gift for this critical 

need.  The matching funds, up to $15,000.00, are available until the end 

of 2019.  The sooner we have the funds, though, the sooner the project 

can begin.  Please make your check payable to “First Presbyterian 

Church” and note “computers” on the memo line.   



 

 

7. MEMORIALS & GIFTS 

HONORARIA RECEIVED DURING  

DECEMBER 2018 

 
A gift to the Braithwaite Honduras Fund: 

 ~in honor of Jana & Mark Phelps’ wedding:   

 Jo & Dennis Erickson 

A gift to the Honduras Education Project Fund: 

 ~in honor of Claire Gillaspey, for years of service 

 as Clerk of Session: 
 Suzannah & Craig Spencer 

 
 

Have you remembered First Presbyterian Church 

in your will? 

DEACONS UPDATE 

 

 

It is with humility and profound gratitude that 

my family and I thank you for the love and sup-

port you extended to us at the time of Bob's 

death.  It is such a blessing to be a member of 

this Family of Faith.    Jeanne Kruse 

PRAISE FOR HANDS AND FEET OPPORTUNITIES 

 
Warm Weather Gear – Hats, gloves and coats were delivered to the Veterans 

Outreach program. They were received with warmth and love.            

Thank you FPC for being a generous congregation! 

Blessing Box -   The structure has been 

installed and stocked and already used! 

This winter we ask that if you wish to add 

anything to the pantry that it NOT be 

liquid (shower gel, shampoo, lotion, 

toothpaste, etc.)  Please consider hats, 

gloves, socks, bar soap, dried pasta, etc.  

A full list of potential items is listed on the Mission Kiosk bulletin board. This 

Blessing Box is for ANYONE to use. It is a “Take what you need, give what you 

can” opportunity to be a part of our neighborhood. 

 

   SOUPERBOWL of Caring!  On Superbowl Sunday, the Neighborhood Care    

Team provides pop-top cans of soup available for anyone to take, and deliver, to 

anyone in their community. If you missed getting a can, add your own can of soup to the ongoing mission to reach out 

into our community. (Extra labels available in the Giving Room next to the car care packets). Keep  a can of pop-top 

soup in your car for anytime that God puts a situation in your view. 

Children’s Clothing needed at the Multicultural Center— 

Are you cleaning out closets this time of year? If so, consider donating any children’s clothing to the Multicultural 

Center. Donations may be dropped off at FPC in the donation bins under the welcome sign. 

 



 

 

8. PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 

 

 

SESSION UPDATE 

LIBRARY NEWS 
 

 WARM UP WINTER WITH WHAT’S NEW TO WATCH & READ 
 

In February, come in from the cold and curl up with Chicken Soup.  Your library 

has many volumes, some specific to topics, such as volunteers, sports fans, lov-

ers of pets, women, youth, children, etc.  Also, read the interesting article from       

National Geographic, “The Bible Hunters.”  It will be on the table between the 

reading chairs through February. 

There is all new fiction, including the Kentucky Trilogy in one volume by Wanda 

E. Brunstetter and Gideon’s Torch by Charles Colson.  New books on the other 

side of the red cart include various topics of interest.  Find one that interests 

you. 

 Look at the new books, such as the Katy Lambright series, in the Youth section 

and see what is new in Children’s on top of the right bookcase.  We’ve also     

received DVD donations, such as Disney’s Beauty and the Beast and Marley & 

Me. They will be displayed on the check-out desk. Look-

ing forward in 2019, we have a Rummage/Book Sale, but 

this year it is the last weekend in March.  Help would be 

appreciated.  Please contact Ruth or Linda if you are 

willing to help organize the rummage.  We will accept 

books  anytime, but please hold on to your rummage 

until March.  The sale funds the library for the next 

year. 

 

Circles will be studying  

Lesson 6 in February, ‘God with 

us through our Trials’.  

Scriptures included in this     

lesson are Isaiah 41:8-13; 43:1 -

7; Psalm 46:1-11. 

Circles will meet as follows:  

Peace   2/17 9:40am Kitchen/ 

Lower Level 

Charity  2/21 6:30 pm  Lounge 

Faith   2/21 9:30 am  Rm 205 

Hope   2/21 9:30 am   Lounge 

Joy    2/21 12:00 pm   Rm 205 

Patience   2/21   1:30 pm            CT will meet on Monday, February 18, at 6 pm in room 212. 

Wisdom    2/21   12:30 pm   Lounge                              Anita C-Braunschmidt / Co Vice-Moderator 

For I am the LORD your God who takes hold of your right hand 

   and says to you, Do not fear;  I will help you.  Isaiah 41:13 

Titus Fisher has made many poor choices that have left him 

brokenhearted and jobless, but the decision to move to Ken-

tucky has his future looking bright. Samuel Fisher, grieving 

widower mired by memories of yesterday, seeks a new lease 

on life and love in the land of tomorrow. Timothy Fisher 

moves his wife and daughter to Kentucky for a fresh start, but 

when a tragic accident occurs, their marriage seems         

splintered beyond repair. How will God bring hope, healing, 

and new beginnings?   From Amazon.com 

 

Session voted to approve the Nominations report to fill the unexpired terms on the Deacons with John Juul and on Personnel 

Ministry Team Jack Stengel. Session voted to approve a Special Congregational meeting to elect, ordain and install John Juul 

to the Deacons.  



 

 

9. FEBRUARY CALENDAR & LOST AND FOUND 

February 2 

9:00am Kindermusik (Rm 

113-Kindermusik)  

12:00pm The Way (Rm 214 

Choir Rm)                         

9:00 am—2:00 pm  Breast 

Cancer Blanket Project 

( 

February 1,22 

9:30am Moms in Prayer 

(Rm 206-Reflection Rm)  

12:30pm Church is Closed  

1:00pm Women's Pickleball 

(Covenant Center)  

February 3 

8:30am Traditional Wor-

ship Service (Sanctuary) 

Communion Sunday and 

Coffee Fellowship follows 

9:30 am Special Congrega-

tional Meeting (sanctuary) 

9:40am Creator's Kids (Rm 

106, Rm 107, Rm 108, Rm 

109 (The Void), Rm 111)  

9:40am Confirmation Class 

(Rm 204)  

9:40am PresbYouth Sunday 

Funday (Covenant Center, 

Rm 101, Rm 104 -lower/

main kitchen, Rm 201 HS, 

Rm 202 MS)  

9:40am First Steps (3 year 

olds thru Kindergarten) 

(Rm 112, Rm 115)  

9:40am Adult Sunday 

School (Lounge)  

11:00am Contemporary 

Worship Service 

(Sanctuary) Communion 

Sunday  

12:30pm Korean Presbyter-

ian Fellowship (Rm 101, 

Rm 104 -lower/main kitch-

en, Rm 205, Rm 214 Choir 

February 4 

9:15am Kingdom Kids (Rm 

233)  

11:00am Women's Study 

Group (Rm 206-Reflection 

Rm)  

6:00pm Leaning on Hope -

Cancer Support Group 

(Lounge)  

6:30pm Heartland Hand-

bells Rehearsal (Rm 213 

Belfry)  

 

February 5 

7:30am Collision Lg. Group 

Cafe (Rm 101)  

8:30am Staff Meeting (Rm 

212)  

8:45am Bell Chorale Bible 

Study (Rm 206-Reflection 

Rm)  

9:15am Kingdom Kids (Rm 

233)  

9:45am Bell Chorale Re-

hearsal (Rm 214 Choir Rm)  

4:45pm Kindermusik (Rm 

113-Kindermusik)  

7:00pm Pickleball 

(Covenant Center)  

7:00pm Honduras Mission 

Team meeting (Off-Site)  

 

 

 

February 6 

8:00am Covenant Bless-

ings Group (Covenant Cen-

ter, Rm 101, Rm 104 -

lower/main kitchen, Rm 

107, Rm 111)  

12:00pm Walk and Talk at 

the Western Mall (Off-Site)  

5:15pm WNL! Supper (Rm 

101, Rm 104 -lower/main 

kitchen)  

6:00pm PresbYouth & Kids 

Club (Covenant Center)  

6:05pm PresbYouth 

(Chapel, Rm 201 HS, Rm 

202 MS)  

6:05pm Kid's Club 

(Covenant Center, Kid Min 

Rm, Lounge, Sanctuary)  

6:15pm WNL! Adult Ed 

(Rm 204)  

6:30pm The Way Church 

Bible Study (Rm 212)  

6:30pm Praise Band Re-

hearsal (Sanctuary)  

7:30pm Sanctuary Choir 

Rehearsal (Rm 214) 

February 7 

7:45am Collision Sm. 

Group (Rm 101)  

9:15am Kingdom Kids (Rm 

233)  

1:30pm Rm Reserved 

(Giving Rm)  

4:00pm Kindermusik (Rm 

113-Kindermusik)  

4:00pm Connection Recov-

ery Support Group (Rm 

205)  

5:30pm Neighborhood 

Care Team (Rm 212)  

Feb. 7 cont. 

5:50pm Congregational 

Care Ministry Team (Rm 

206-Reflection Rm)  

6:30pm Deacon's Meeting 

(Lounge)  

February 8 

9:30am Moms in Prayer 

(Rm 206-Reflection Rm)  

12:30pm Church is Closed  

1:00pm Women's Pickle-

ball (Covenant Center)  

3:00pm Scrapbooking 

Workshop (Covenant Cen-

ter, Rm 101)  

February 9 

8:00am Habitat Workday!  

Watch for details (Off-Site)  

8:00am Scrapbooking 

Workshop (Covenant Cen-

ter, Rm 101)  

9:00am Kindermusik (Rm 

113-Kindermusik)  

12:00pm The Way (Rm 214 

Choir Rm)  

 

 

February 10 

8:30am Traditional Wor-

ship Service (Sanctuary) 

Coffee Fellowship follows 

9:40am Young At Heart 

"Heartfelt Melodies" 

Brunch (Lounge, Upper 

Lounge Kitchen)  

9:40am Adult Sunday 

School (Lounge)  

9:40am Confirmation Class 

(Rm 204)  

9:40am PresbYouth Sun-

day Funday (Covenant 

Center, Rm 101, Rm 104 -

lower/main kitchen, Rm 

201 HS, Rm 202 MS)  

9:40am Toddlers and Twos 

(Rm 233)  

9:40am Creator's Kids (Rm 

106, Rm 107, Rm 108, Rm 

109 (The Void), Rm 111)  

9:40am First Steps (3 year 

olds thru Kindergarten) 

(Rm 112, Rm 115)  

11:00am Contemporary 

Worship Service 

(Sanctuary)  

11:00am Youth Ministry 

Team Meeting (Rm 201 HS)  

12:30pm Korean Presby-

terian Fellowship  

2:00 pm The Way church 

February 11 

9:15am Kingdom Kids (Rm 

233)  

11:00am Women's Study 

Group (Rm 206-Reflection 

Rm)  

11:45am Children's Minis-

try Team Meeting (Rm 205)  

4:45pm Finance Ministry 

Team (Rm 212)  

6:00pm Leaning on Hope - 

Cancer Support Group 

(Lounge)  

6:30pm Heartland Hand-

bells Rehearsal (Rm 213 

Belfry)  

February 12 

7:30am Collision Lg. Group 

Cafe (Rm 101)  

8:30am Staff Meeting (Rm 

212)  

8:45am Bell Chorale Bible 

Study (Rm 206-Reflection 

Rm)  

9:15am Kingdom Kids (Rm 

233)  

9:45am Bell Chorale Re-

hearsal (Rm 214 Choir Rm)  

4:45pm Kindermusik (Rm 

113-Kindermusik)  

6:00pm Stephen Ministry 

LAN - 

"Loneliness" (Chapel, 

Lounge, Rm 206-Reflection 

Rm, Sanctuary)  

6:30pm Stephen Ministry 

Group "Loneliness" (Rm 

206-Reflection Rm)  

7:00pm Pickleball 

(Covenant Center)  
February 13 

12:00pm Walk and Talk at 

the Western Mall (Off-Site)  

3:30pm Christ Care Sm. 

Group (Rm 206-Reflection 

Rm)  

5:15pm WNL! Supper (Rm 

101, Rm 104 -lower/main 

kitchen)  

6:00pm PresbYouth & Kids 

Club (Covenant Center)  

6:05pm Kid's Club 

(Covenant Center, Kid Min 

Rm, Lounge, Sanctuary)  

6:05pm PresbYouth 

(Chapel, Rm 201 HS, Rm 

202 MS)  

6:15pm WNL! Adult Ed 

(Rm 204)  

 

Feb. 13 cont. 

6:30pm The Way Church 

Bible Study (Rm 212)  

6:30pm Praise Band Re-

hearsal (Sanctuary)  

7:30pm Sanctuary Choir 

Rehearsal (Rm 214 Choir 

Rm)  

February 14 

Valentine’s Day 

7:45am Collision Sm. 

Group (Rm 101)  

9:15am Kingdom Kids (Rm 

233)  

11:30am Knit2gether (Rm 

206-Reflection Rm)  

1:30pm Rm Reserved 

(Giving Rm)  

4:00pm Connection Recov-

ery Support Group (Rm 

205)  

4:00pm Kindermusik (Rm 

113-Kindermusik)  

7:00pm First Presbyterian 

Readers Group (Rm 206-

Reflection Rm)  

7:00pm Great Plains Wa-

tercolor Society Meeting 

(Rm 101)  

February 15 

9:00am Paint with Bonnie 

Brahms (Rm 101)  

9:30am Moms in Prayer 

(Rm 206-Reflection Rm)  

12:30pm Church is Closed  

1:00pm Women's Pickle-

ball (Covenant Center)  

 
February 16, 23 

9:00am Kindermusik (Rm 

113-Kindermusik)  

12:00pm The Way (Rm 214 

Choir Rm)  

February 17 

8:30am Traditional Wor-

ship Service (Sanctuary)  

Coffee Fellowship follows 

9:40am Peace Circle Meets 

(Rm 104 -lower/main 

kitchen)  

9:40am Adult Sunday 

School (Lounge)  

9:40am Confirmation Class 

(Rm 204)  

9:40am First Steps (3 year 

olds thru Kindergarten) 

(Rm 112, Rm 115)  

 

The Lost and Found Box is located in the west side of the island in the church office.  Items (Black knit cap, Black frame  

eyeglasses found Jan. 20, Black youth hoodie with “BASEBALL” on the sleeve) will be held until March 8. 



 

 

OCTOBER BIRTH-

10. 

 

 

J   FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 

FEBRUARY CALENDAR (continued) 

Karleigh Sudenga 02/01 

Thomas Wollman 02/01 

Amanda Christopherson 02/02 

Tom Nicholson 02/02 

Weston Gulden 02/04 

Audrey Rinder 02/05 

Paul Gillaspey 02/05 

Joshua Miller 02/05 

Richard Newman 02/05 

Charlotte McGrath 02/06 

Garry Papke 02/06 

Carlie Larson 02/07 

Brad Hruby 02/07 

  

Joseph Henkin 02/07 

Harriet Pietz 02/07 

Ivy Johnson 02/08 

David Carlson 02/08 

Corrie Dickmeyer 02/08 

Scott Johnson 02/08 

Asher Rinken 02/09 

Joshua Amundson 02/10 

Lee Brandt 02/10 

Keith Anderson 02/11 

Kyla Swier 02/11 

Andrew Draeger 02/12 

  

  

Dylan Gulbrandson 02/13 

Liam Swart 02/13 

Julie Thomas 02/14 

Hank Hight 02/14 

Linda Hart 02/15 

Ruth Graber 02/15 

John Haber 02/16 

Alyce Krause 02/16 

Rodger Horr 02/16 

Carol Woltjer 02/16 

Florence Opp 02/17 

Stefanie Wieme 02/17 

Aubrey Rinken 02/18 

Lori Schnabel 02/18 

Tami Hurley 02/18 

Jeremy Hove 02/19 

Ruby Hofer 02/19 

Jonathan Tilk 02/19 

Megan Bell 02/19 

Grace Willemssen 02/19 

Elaine Nelson 02/19 

Maxwell Hofer 02/19 

Nick Kelly 02/21 

Charley King 02/21 

Matthew Bell 02/21 

Lois Merritt 02/21 

Judy Regan 02/21 

Katy Burggraff 02/22 

Becky Wartner 02/22 

Fay Justice 02/22 
Randy Bartunek 02/07 

Evan Whitney 02/12 

Viola Hoover 02/12 

Matt Kelley 02/23 

Ben Masselink 02/23 

Warren DeCou 02/23 

Pat Hammond 02/24 

Annie Cochran 02/25 

Lauren Folde 02/25 

Jill Jaacks 02/26 

Aaron Tom 02/28 

Harper Tilk 02/28 

Douglas Loudon 02/29 

February 18 

11:00am Women's Study Group 

(Rm 206-Reflection Rm)  

6:00pm PW Coordinating Team 

(Rm 212)  

6:00pm Leaning on Hope - Can-

cer Support Group (Lounge)  

6:30pm Heartland Handbells 

Rehearsal (Rm 213 Belfry)  

February 17 cont. 

9:40am PresbYouth Sunday 

Funday (Covenant Center, Rm 

101, Rm 104 -lower/main 

kitchen, Rm 201 HS, Rm 202 

MS)  

9:40am Creator's Kids (Rm 

106, Rm 107, Rm 108, Rm 109 

(The Void), Rm 111)  

11:00am Contemporary Wor-

ship Service (Sanctuary)  

12:30pm Korean Presbyterian 

Fellowship (Rm 101, Rm 104 -

lower/main kitchen, Rm 205, 

Rm 214 Choir Rm)  

2:00pm The Way (Rm 205) Rm 

214 Choir Rm)  

February 19 

7:30am Collision Lg. Group Cafe 

(Rm 101)  

8:30am Staff Meets (Rm 212)  

8:45am Bell Chorale Study (Rm 

206-Refl. Rm)  

9:45am Bell Chorale Rehearsal 

(Rm 214 Choir Rm)  

4:45pm Kindermusik (Rm 113) 

6:30pm Staff/Session Stated Mtg. 

(Rm 206-Refl. Rm)  

7:00pm Pickleball (Covenant 

Center)                                         

February 20 8:00am Covenant 

Blessings Group (Covenant Cen-

ter, Rm 101, Rm 104 -lower/main 

kitchen, Rm 107, Rm 111)  

February 20, cont. 

12:00pm Walk and Talk at 

the Western Mall (Off-Site)  

5:15pm WNL! Supper (Rm 

101, Rm 104 -lower/main 

kitchen)  

6:00pm PresbYouth & Kids 

Club (Covenant Center)  

6:05pm PresbYouth 

(Chapel, Rm 201 HS, Rm 

202 MS)  

6:05pm Kid's Club 

(Covenant Center, Kid Min 

Rm, Lounge, Sanctuary)  

6:15pm WNL! Adult Ed 

(Rm 204)  

6:30pm Praise Band Re-

hearsal (Sanctuary)  

6:30pm Building and 

Grounds Meeting (Rm 205)  

6:30pm The Way Church 

Bible Study (Rm 212)  

7:30pm Sanctuary Choir 

Rehearsal (Rm 214)  

February 21 

7:45am Collision Sm. 

Group (Rm 101)  

9:15am Kingdom Kids (Rm 

233)  

9:30am Faith Cir. Meeting 

(Rm 205)  

9:30am Hope Cir. Meeting 

(Lounge)  

12:00pm Joy Cir. (Rm 205)  

12:30pm Wisdom Cir.

(Lounge)  

1:30pm Rm Reserved 

(Giving Rm)               

1:30pm Patience Circle  

4:00pm Kindermusik (Rm 

February 22 (see the 1st) 

February 23 (see the 16th) 

February 21, cont. 

4:00pm Connection Recovery 

Support Group (Rm 205)  

4:00pm Adult Education Ministry 

Team (Rm 204)  

5:30pm Personnel Ministry Team 

Meeting (Rm 212)  

6:30pm Charity Circle Meeting 

(Lounge)  

February 24 

8:30am Traditional Worship 

Service (Sanctuary)  Coffee 

Fellowship follows 

9:40am Confirmation Class 

(Rm 204)  

9:40am Toddlers and Twos 

(Rm 233, Rms 231 & 232)  

9:40am Adult Sunday School 

(Lounge)  

9:40am PresbYouth Sunday 

Funday (Covenant Center, Rm 

101, Rm 104 -lower/main 

kitchen, Rm 201 HS, Rm 202) 

9:40am Creator's Kids (Rm 106, 

Rm 107, Rm 108, Rm 109 (The 

Void), Rm 111)  

9:40am First Steps (3 year olds 

thru Kindergarten) (Rm 112, 

Rm 115)  

11:00am Contemporary Wor-

ship Service (Sanctuary)  

1:30pm Korean Presbyterian 

Fellowship (Rm 101, Rm 104 -

lower/main kitchen)  

2:00pm The Way (Rm 205, Rm 

214 Choir Rm)  

February 25 

9:15am Kingdom Kids   

11:00am Women's Study Group 

(Rm 206-Reflection Rm)  

Feb. 25 cont. 

6:00pm Leaning on Hope - Cancer Support 

Group (Lounge)  

6:30pm Heartland Handbells Rehearsal (Rm 

213 Belfry)  

February 26 

7:30am Collision Lg. Group Cafe (Rm 101)  

8:30am Staff Meeting (Rm 212)  

8:45am Bell Chorale Bible Study (Rm 206-

Reflection Rm)  

9:15am Kingdom Kids (Rm 233)  

9:45am Bell Chorale Rehearsal (Rm 214 

Choir Rm)  

4:45pm Kindermusik (Rm 113-Kindermusik)  

5:30pm Mission Team Meeting (Rm 206-

Reflection Rm)  

7:00pm Pickleball (Covenant Center)  

February 27 

12:00pm Walk and Talk at the Western Mall 

(Off-Site)  

3:30pm Christ Care Sm. Group (Giving Rm)  

5:15pm WNL! Supper (Rm 101, Rm 104 -

lower/main kitchen)  

5:30pm Membership Ministry Meeting (Rm 

206-Reflection Rm)  

6:00pm PresbYouth & Kids Club (Cov. Ctr.) 

6:05pm PresbYouth (Chapel, Rm 201 HS, Rm 

202 MS)  

6:05pm Kid's Club (Covenant Center, Kid 

Min Rm, Lounge, Sanctuary)  

6:15pm WNL! Adult Ed (Rm 204)  

6:30pm Praise Band Rehearsal (Sanctuary)  

6:30pm The Way Bible Study (Rm 212)  

7:30pm Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal (Rm 214 

Choir Rm)  

February 28 

7:45am Collision Sm. Group (Rm 101)  

9:15am Kingdom Kids (Rm 233)  

11:30am Knit2gether (Rm 206-Reflection Rm)  

1:30pm Rm Reserved (Giving Rm)  

4:00pm Kindermusik (Rm 113-Kindermusik)  

4:00pm Connection Recovery Support Group     

(Rm 205)  


